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MRS. SARAH SOWARDS DIED AT AGE OF 95
Passed Away Friday During Hour of Son's Funeral.
Her Funeral Sunday

   Mrs. Sarah Sowards, reputed to be the oldest woman in Wells County at the time of her death, passed away at 10:10 o'clock Friday forenoon, after a slow decline extending over a period of several weeks, due to the infirmities of her advanced age.  She was the mother of John McKinney Sowards, the Tocsin gentleman who was accident-tally killed in the Tocsin mill Tuesday, but her state of health was so feeble that she could not be made acquainted with the fact of his death.  She had gradually sunk into a comatose condition, and it was coincidence that she passed away at the exact time that the funeral cortege of her son was on the way to the church, and it was during the funeral services that the first word of her death was received at the church.
   The decedent, Mrs. Sarah Sowards, widow of John Sowards, was a native of Delaware, where she was born September 24, 1815.  She later became a resident of Ohio, to which state the family emigrated, and she was united in marriage to John Sowards in Seneca County, Ohio, in the year 1837.  She and her husband came to Wells County, Indiana March 12, 1865, and she lived in this county continuously for the remainder of her life, of forty-six years.  She and her husband settled on a farm in the northeastern part of Lancaster township, and both spent their last days on this farm.  Since the death of her husband in 1880 Mrs. Sowards had made her home with children, and she had been living with her daughter, Mrs. Sarah Gilliland, wife of William J. Gilliland, on the old home place, previous to her death, and it was at the Gilliland home that she passed away.
   Mrs. Sowards was one of the county's grand old ladies, and was universally respected and revered in her community and by all who knew her.
   She lived always an upright Christian life, and was a faithful member of the M. E. church.  She was the last surviving mother, we are informed, of a Civil War veteran belonging to the Lew Dailey Post G A R of this city.
   There are surviving Mrs. Sowards, four sons and two daughters, namely:  T. J. Sowards and William Sowards, living at Tocsin; Benjamin Sowards, living in Lancaster township, Albert Sowards of Portage County, Ohio, Mrs. Rosa Stevens, of Delmore, Ohio, and Mrs. Sarah Gilliland, of Lancaster township.  One sister, Mrs. Jemima Stevens, who was the youngest member of the family, also survives and lives in Ohio.
   The funeral of Mrs. Sowards was held at the Emmaus M. E. Church at ten o'clock Sunday forenoon, and burial was in the Murray Cemetery, where Mrs. Sowards will be laid to rest at the side of her husband.
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**
OBITUARY

   Sarah Cole, daughter of John and Hannah Cole was born in the state of Deleware [sic] September 11, 1815, and departed this life February 24, 1911 aged 95 years, 5 months and 13 days.   Her parents moved from Delaware to Southern Ohio, thence to Richmond [it was actually Richland] country, Ohio, and finally settled down in Seneca County, Ohio.   When she was about 16 years old, she came with her father and brothers to the new home in advance of the remainder of the family and did the cooking while they were engaged in erecting the log cabin.   
   She was married to John Sowards in the year 1837 and to this union were born thirteen child [sic], Wesley, who died May 26, 1889, Rosa Stevens now living near Belmore, O., Robert who died Nov. 23, 1884, William and Thomas J. living in Tocsin, James who was wounded on the skirmish line near Atlanta, Ga, July 14, and died in the hospital at Louisville, Ky., August 4, 1864, Nancy Shady, who died November 13, 1890, Mary Jane Lash who died December 24, 1875, Sarah E. Gilliland living near Tocsin, Albert living near Garrettsville, O. John McKinney died February 21, 1911 and who [sic] funeral was being held when his mother passed away, Benjamin F. living near Tocsin and Warren who died in infancy.
   Her husband John Sowards died February 5, 1880, while holding the office of county commissioner of Wells county.   After this sad event in her life she lived with different ones of her children but for nearly 20 years has made her home with her younger daughter, Mrs. Ella Gilliland where she received all the care and attention that love and affection could bestow.
   She leaves to mourn their loss, one sister, Mrs. Gemima Stevens, 79 years old living at Genora, Ohio, six children, thirty-five grandchild-ren, sixty-eight [great] grandchildren and ten great great grandchild-ren, besides a host of other relatives and friends.   
   Mrs. Sowards was one of the county's grand old ladies and was universally loved and respected in her community and by all who knew her.   She was a member of the M.E. church and always lived an upright Christian life.   She is said to be the last surviving mother of a Civil War veteran belonging to the Lew Daily Post G.A.R. of Bluffton.
'Tis hard to break the tender cord,
When love has bound the heart;
'Tis hard so hard to speak the work,
Must we forever part.
Dearest mother we have laid thee,
In the peaceful grave's embrace;
But thy memory will be cherished,
'Till we see they [sic] heavenly face.
---A Friend
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Indiana, U.S., Death Certificates, 1899-2017

Name Sarah Sowards
[Sarah Cole]
Gender Female
Race White
Marital Status Widowed
Age 95
Birth Date 11 Sep 1815
Birth Place Delaware
Death Date 24 Feb 1911
Death Place Tocsin, Wells, Indiana, USA
Death Registration Date 1911
Father   John Cole
Mother  Hanna Kirkwood
Spouse John Sowards
Informant  Ella Gilliland; Tocsin, Indiana
Burial  February 26, 1911; Murray Cemetery
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