Walter Willard Speheger

April 2, 1910 – February 19, 2001
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   Walter Willard Speheger, 90, a Bluffton banker for more than four decades, died at 9:30 p.m. Monday at Christian Care Center.
   Mr. Speheger worked for 41 years, from 1943 to 1984, with the Old-First National Bank, serving as an assistant vice president and during that time served as clerk for auctions held for customers of the bank over a period of 26 years. Earlier, he worked for nine years at the AAA office then located in the Courthouse.
   During the 1960s period he was a member of the Wells County School Reorganization Committee, serving as its treasurer. He was appointed as president of the School Board with the forming of the Northern Wells Consolidated School District. During his six years with the Northern Wells School Board, the Norwell High School was conceived and the building constructed. Mr. Speheger, who resided in rural Bluffton, also farmed 80 acres in Lancaster Township and was a member of the Apostolic Christian Church. He graduated from Lancaster Central High School in 1928. He was born in Lancaster Township April 2, 1910 to Benjamin and Eliza Dubach Speheger. His marriage Aug. 6, 1941 was to Mary McAfee, who survives.
   Surviving also are a son, Stevan of Lafayette; a daughter, Mrs. Donnie (Susan) Tinnel of Wayland, Mich.; a sister, Marie Ritzman of Rittman, Ohio; three grandchildren; one step grandchild; and one step great-grandchild. Six brothers and six sisters are deceased.
   Services will be at 10:30 a.m. Friday at the Apostolic Christian Church with ministers of the church officiating. Burial will be in the church cemetery.  Calling hours at Goodwin Memorial Chapel will be Wednesday from 6 to 8 p.m. and Thursday from 2 to 8 p.m and at the church Friday for one hour prior to services.
   Memorials to Christian Care Center or to Hospice of Northeast Indiana.
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