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Rose Schaefer, 13, Is Fifth County Fatality; Rites Tuesday

   Double services will be held at 1:30 and 2 p.m. Tuesday for Rose Marie Schaefer, 13, of east of Vera Cruz, who was fatally injured in a car-truck crash 1 ½ miles east of Bluffton Saturday morning.
   The body is at the Goodwin Funeral Home, where the first service will be conducted. The procession will remove to the Apostolic Christian Church for a continuation of the funeral before burial in the church cemetery.
   Her mother, Mrs. Kenneth (Alice) Schaefer, 39, and a brother, Sammy R., 6 remain in the Wells County Hospital, where their conditions are regarded as "improved". 
   All three were thrown from the Schaefer car driven by Mrs. Schaefer, at 10:30 a.m. Saturday when it was struck broadside by a 1 ½-ton milk truck owned by Gerber's Central Dairy. The mishap occurred at State Roads 201 and 316 north of the White Bridge.
Boy Out Of Coma
   Mrs. Schaefer suffered a lacerated right chest and severe bruises over her body and legs and has an intense swelling on the left side of her face.
   The boy, who will be 7 years old Friday, remained semi-conscious for several hours after the accident. X-ray examinations revealed no fractures. He suffered a few cut, multiple bruises and abrasions over his head and body.
   The Schaefer family resides within Wells County on the first farm east of Vera Cruz.
   Rose Marie died at 2:45 p.m. Saturday from a brain concussion. She also suffered a fractured shoulder and multiple abrasions and lacerations. She was Wells County's fifth traffic fatality of 1959, in a grim contrast to the 12-month toll of only one road accident death last year.
   Driver of the truck was Byrl Bowman, 19, son of Mr. and Mrs. Robert J. Bowman, 805 West Spring St. He sustained only minor cuts and bruises.
Arrest to Be Filed
   Sheriff Raymond Durr said the Schaefer car was headed west on preferential highway 316, and that the milk truck driven by Bowman was headed south on Road 201. Charges were expected to be filed against the youth today for failure to yield the right of way.
   Bowman, a sophomore at Western Michigan College, is working for the Bluffton dairy during the summer vacation period.
   The Schaefer car was thrown across the southwest corner of the intersection, snapping a utility pole in its path. Its top, right side and floor panel were torn apart as the vehicle was demolished beyond repair.
   Rose Marie had been sitting alone in the back. The rear seat cushions were thrown about 50 feet from the wreckage.
Truck Van Smashed
   The truck landed on its right side, less than one foot from a barn on the Ira Baker farm, being rented by Mr. and Mrs. Charles Dull. The van portion was almost completely torn from the truck's frame, amounting to a near-total loss.
   About four dozen milk cans were strewn across the pavement, their contents flowing several hundred feet south toward the White Bridge.
   Sheriff Durr was assisted in his investigation by Deputy Miles A. Hoopengardner and State Trooper Richard Myers. They worked for several hours at the scene before both machines were towed into Bluffton.
   Surviving the victim besides the mother and brother are the father, Kenneth; another brother, David D., and the paternal grandfather, John Schaefer of Vera Cruz. 
   Born March 11, 1946, she would have been a seventh grade pupil at Poplar Grove School.
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