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Endangered, Extirpated and

Extinct Birds of Newton County

By Beth Bassett

Severa species of birds at one time migrated
through northwest Newton County for hundreds of
years, some of them are endangered, extirpated (no
longer occurs in Indiana, but occurs elsewhere)) or
extinct (not found anywhere) The Indiana Audubon
Association has a web site that lists these birds, five of
them known to have migrated or nested in Newton County.
The Passenger Pigeon, the Carolina Parakeet, Trumpeter
Swan, Whooping Crane and the Great Prairie Chicken. Not
documented, but also may have been here due to the fauna of our
areaat thetime, wasthe Eskimo Curlew. A few of themwerenotedin
1870inWhiteand Knox Counties. Oddly, itsextinctionwasdueto
extinction of the Rocky M ountain Grasshopper—aprimary food

sourcefor the speciesduring itsnorthward migration.

Beaver Lake and its surrounding swampland constituted an
? area of 36,000 acres amounting to one-seventh of our county.

) \| The lake itself was an open body of water approximately 25

: ' squaremilesor 16,000 acresin size. To get an idea of how large

./ thelakewas, one should stand on the bank of the J. C. Murphey

=l //‘L Y Lake at the Willow Slough Fish and Wildlife Area, and then
il 3{ )(JJP imagineabody of water eleventimeslarger.

.,4/&4’ L Thelake covered most of McClellan Township, extendinginto

L ake Township on the north, Colfax Township on the east, almost to

the Illinois state line on the west, and to within afew miles of Morocco on the south. The 36,000 acre

tract of lake and swamp began just above the Oakland cemetery and extended seven and one-half miles

north, roughly to the site of the old town of Conrad. At its greatest width, it extended ten miles. There

weretwo other small lakes nearby, Little Lakeand Mud Lake, located south and east of Beaver Lakein

Colfax Township. Beaver Lake wasthelargest body of water in the state of Indianainitstime. It wasa

shallow lake, at itsdeepest point it wasonly 12to 14 feet deep.

John Ade, historian and one of the founding fathers of our county wrote, “It was celebrated as a
wonderful fishing resort, and amazing storiesweretold of the vast numbers of birds caught, sometimes
by asingle draw of the seine. At certain times of the year, myriads of geese, ducks and swan aswell as
other gamebirdswould befound there. Asaspot for hunting and fishing it had not an equal in any other
part of the state.”

In Elmore Barce's book, “Beaver Lake, Land of Enchantment,” he described the Passenger
Pigeon’'s migrations as follows: “With the coming of the first mild day of spring and with the blowing
warmwindsfrom the south the pinionsof theseflyersfilled thewhole heavensfrom the east to thewest,
the north to the south—in the words of the ancient chronicler, 'neither beginning nor ending, length or
breadth, of thesemillionsand millions”

One sportsman who observed the scene at Beaver Lake and the nearby swamps of the Kankakee
River marsh during thetransitional phase of thelakewasMorocco physician L. H. Recher, whose office
wallswerefilled with stuffed and mounted wildlife of theregion. In 1916 he penned this description of
theareaashefounditin 1860. “Indiana, 40 yearsago, wasfamousfor thewild fowl shootingit afforded.
Hunterscamefromall partsof thecountry to the Kankakee marshes.

“Perhaps the greatest refuge for wild fowl around 1885 was the Gaff reservation in Beaver
Township. Thousands of acres of marshland, including Little Beaver L ake, werefenced in and policed
by aforceof constablesin the employ of the Gaffs, of Cincinnati, who used theland in the summer time
for grazing cattle. Big Beaver L ake had been drained and converted into cornfiel ds. Mallards and wood
ducks bred in the reservation and other migratory wild fowl, including white swans, rested there in
comparative security, except for the fusillade of shotguns that assailed them as the entered and left the

The
Passenger
Pigeon
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rasiivaipage one

“What was known as the South
Kankakee Marsh comprised about 10,000
acres, which wastheroosting placefor wild
fowl at night. Itisno exaggeration to say that
amost every foot of the marsh was covered
withwildfowl.”

The Passenger Pigeon

Prior to 1898, the Passenger Pigeon
migrated and nested in Indiana. Spring
migration took place mostly in February
and March. In some years, fal migrants
arrived in Southern Indiana in September,
but most passed on southward as severe
weather occurred. Timothy H. Ball reported
that immense numbers used to be present in
Lake County in August, and there are
accounts of large numbers passing through
thegeneral regionin September.

The Passenger Pigeon was once the
most common bird in North America. It is
estimated that there were as many as five
billion in the United States at the time
Europeans colonized North America. They
lived in enormous flocks, and during
migration, one could see flocks of them a
milewideand 300 mileslong, taking several
daysto pass.

The Passenger Pigeon was a very
socia bird, practicing communal breeding
withuptoahundred nestsinasingletree.

There are surprisingly few data
regarding nesting, probably because the
abundance of the birds and the genera
feeling at the time that recording egg dates,
number of nests, and other details of nesting
were unimportant. Nesting reports were
confirmed in Newton County. They were
said to have nested “in great abundance”
along the Kankakee River. Most authorities
agreethat thispigeon normally laid asingle
€gg per nest, so two-egg clutches must be
viewed with suspicion.

Sightings of passenger pigeons were
falsely reported for many years after the
species became extinct in Indiana, and it is
difficult to determine just when the last one
actually graced our area. The last recorded
sighting was on April 3, 1902 in Franklin
County. This is a woodland bird, and by
1900 many of the great forests that once
covered Indiana, including oak and beech
woods that had provided most of the
pigeons shelter, food and nesting areas
weregone.

The primary factor in the decimation
of the bird began when pigeon meat was
commercialized as a cheap food for daves
and the poor in the 19th century, resulting in
hunting in massive scale. There was a slow

decline in their numbers between about
1800 and 1870, followed by a catastrophic
decline between 1870 and 1890, at the end
of which they were rare and beyond the
point of recovery. “Martha,” thought to be
the world's last passenger pigeon, died on
September 1, 1914 in Cincinnati, Ohio.
The Trumpeter Swan

Our areawasthe extreme eastern edge
of the trumpeter swan's breeding range and
with the drainage of thelake, initiated in the
1850s, was practicaly completed thirty
yearslater, and may have been an important
factor in the disappearance of the swan asa
nestingbirdinIndiana.

Surrounding states have introduced
thetrumpeter swansinthelast 20 years, and
it now wintersin Indianain low numbers. A
few birds have been seen in summer in
recent years, and it is likely that it will be
found nestingin Indianaat some pointinthe
next 10-20years.

If measured in terms of weight and
length, the
Trumpeter Swan is
the largest native
North American
bird, and the largest
waterfowl specieson
earth. Males
typically measure
from 57-64 inches
and weigh 26 Ibs,
females range from
55-60 inches and
weigh 22 lIbs.
Exceptionally long
male Trumpeterscan
reachalength of a72
inch wingspan and
weigh 38 pounds.

Fledgling stageisreached at 3to 4 months.

These birds feed while swimming,
sometimes up-ending or dabbling to reach
submerged food. The diet isalmost entirely
agquatic plants. In winter, they may also eat
grasses and grains in fields. The young are
fed on insects and small crustaceans along
with plants at first, changing to avegetation
—based diet over the first few months. The
bird was named for its trumpet-like honk
which some compare to the sound of a
Frenchhorn.

The trumpeter swan found its home
during certain times of the year at Beaver
Lake. Barce described it as “the largest of
North American wild fowl, and the most
graceful voyager intheupper air.”

Ned Barker, who grew up on Beaver
Lake, recalled, “ Standing on BogusIsland |
have seen hundreds of acres of these swans
at atime. At a distance they looked like a
white island and would remain in the same
locality for a month at a time, feeding on

A

These birds The Trumpeter Swan. Source: Wikipedia.org

have white plumage

with along neck, ablack bill subtly marked
with a salmon-pink aong the mouth line,
and short black legs. The young are grey in
appearance, becoming white after the first
year.

Their breeding habitat islarge shallow
pondsand wideslow rivers. Thefemalelays
3to9eggsinamound of plant material ona
small island, a beaver or muskrat lodge, or
floating platform. The samelocation may be
usedfor several years. Theeggsweigh about
11.3 oz., with an incubation period of 32 to
37 days. Thesebirdsoften matefor life, with
both parents participating in the incubation
and brooding. The young are able to swim
within two days and usually are capable of
feeding themselves after almost two weeks.

water celery. They would then pair off and
locateanesting areainthe swamp.”

In the published “The Birds of
Indiana” Mumford and Kelley, A. W.
Schorger (1964) researched the bird and
concluded from written interview of several
early residents that the birds nested at what
was then Black Marsh in the Beaver Lake
areaaslateas1872 or 1873. The settlerstold
of taking the eggs from these nests and
hatching them under a domestic goose or
hen. Swans reared this way were reputedly
easily tamed. They said the swanslaid from
fiveto seven eggs per nest. These nestswere
on floating bogsinthemarsh, very treacher-
ous quagmires of moss or turf. One could
easily sink downinto the ooze and slimeand
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North Newton High School, PhyliciaKelly

The Town of Conrad

About seven years ago, | moved to the small town of Lake Village
here in Newton County. Everyday on the way to school we passed the
Conrad Curveson US41. | did not know this particular area, south of Lake
Village, asthe Conrad Curves. It wasjust another road on theway to school.
Littledid I know, these curves are the only part of the town of Conrad that
was once built and now known as the Ghost Town? How and why did the
town diminish?Who started the so-called town?What wasthetown like?

Jennie M. Conrad inherited six thousand acres of land from her
parents and became the founder and owner of the town of Conrad. The
dynasty of thetown began with thedraining of Beaver Lake, which wasthe
largest in Indiana. The town was all marshland and was then drained and
transferred to agricultural. Jennie Conrad was quite a businesswoman. As
shewasin the process of developing this town, she designed her own blue
print of exactly what the town would look like. The town consisted of a
store, stockyard, saloon, blacksmith shop, cement block factory, church,
hotel, and many houses. She painted the entiretown the color of yellow asa
way of marking her property. Why yellow, everyone says? It is an ugly
color, butitwasthecolor that JennieM. Conrad set for her town. Shenamed
the town and the streets after her husband, her son, her relatives and other
unknown people (History of Newton County.)

Jenniewas also thelargest breeder of the spotted Poland ChinaHogs.
She raised and sold hogs and they became widely known. Her livestock
operation was about 7,000 acres. She was very famous for this developing
town in Lake Village, but she definitely was not well liked (Morocco
History.)

Jennie M. Conrad was awoman dressed in her men’sclothing, riding
inher carriage pulled by two horses, with ashotgun at her sideto run people
off of her property. She was avery rugged, aggressive woman in which no
one cared for her. She had trouble keeping hired help; she couldn’t stand
peopleon her property therefore, someworked only stayed for afew weeks.
There are stories about how shewould ride out on her horse and buggy wih
ther German police dog and run peopl e off her land. Shewould go out when
peopleor children would go berry picking or apple grazing on her property
and she used her whip on them. Jennie Conrad did not get along with most
of the civilians of Lake Village. Since there was much hatred between her
and the community, Jennie Conrad would travel fivemilesout of her way to
Schneider or Lowell to catch a train rather than staying and boarding in
LakeVillage. Jennietried to avoid thetown membersaswell asthey tried to
avoid her (History of Newton County.)

Thedecline of thetowntook placeinthe early 1900swhen the school
was closed. After the school closed, the rest of the town began to diminish.
Jenniecould not hold onto thetown any longer. It was hard al ready because
of her relationship with the peopl e of the community. It cameto bethat only
20 or 30 people lived there and little by little the town and people
disappeared. After the peopleleft, therailroad pulled out. Then, it became
hard to hold on to thetown becausewithout arailroad, Jennie could not teke
care of her cattle or businessestheway she should have. She had to sell her
property littleby littlejust to makeit (History of Newton County.)

It was said that when Jennie died in 1939, she had only 1,597 acres
left of her entiretown. Still today, there are afew foundations and unpaved
roads that are dreams of Jennie M. Conrad and her developing town
(History of Newton County.)

South Newton High School, Phillip J. Westrick

The 2006 South Newton Rebel Football Team

If someone was asked to write a paper covering a historical point of
interest in Newton County, he may go ahead and pick an entity such asthe
Newton County Court House, Beaver Lake and itsinfamous Bogus Island,
or even the homestead of George Ade. While these are all very important
places in the history of Newton County, | believe that another topic exists

that will bemoreexciting for thereader toread. | of courseam talking about
the grassy field on which the 2006 South Newton Rebels fought with their
might to earn very prestigioustitles and created an exciting chapter in that
history book of Newton County. It was here that they brought together not
only the school, they also connected the community, and they set
themselvesup to enter the history books of South Newton.

The success of therebelsfor the 2006 season brought agreat unity to
al the students attending South Newton High Schoal. It was here that we
would come in on Mondays to see the new decorations and of course the
updated ranking of the football team. It was at the lunchroom on Fridays
where“We arethe Champions,” and “Wewill Rock You” would be played.
Fridays were filled with “Hey are you going to the game tonight?’ We
would also have pep session schedule amost every Friday. The season
success brought together cliques of people that would not usually interact
with each other. Not only was the school unified by the success of the
Rebels, the community also came together to congratulate and recognize
thefootball success.

The communities of Brook, Goodland, and Kentland all played abig
part in the support of the Rebels during the 2006 football season. Almost
every downtown business in Kentland used window paint to paint either a
scene or aquote that would connect their businesswhile congratulating the
Rebels. One such window, which resided on thefront of NAPA in Kentland
read, “NAPA KnowsAuto parts . . . South Newton knows Football.” The
Newton County Enterprise also has great coverage of the weeks past game
during their weekly printing. Local radio stationswere making surethat the
rebelswere broadcasted so that the entire community could experiencethe
thrill and rush of South Newton's last minute comebacks for wins. All of
this success would create a very important place in the history books of
Newton County for the 2006 South Newton Rebel Football Team.

The rebels earned many awards during their winning stint of 2006.
They were undefeated with arecord of 9-0, they were the Newton County
Champions, Midwest Conference Champions, Sectional Champions, and
finally were Regional Champions. Those who attended a South Newton
game during either the regular season Pioneer game, or the post season
Regional game will recall the very exciting, adrenaline driving force of
South Newton's late game winning success. They were the first team in
school history to becomeregiona champions. Thanksto acertain Ms. Lori
Murphy their season was very well photographed so that other generations
can enjoy the excitement that we were given the opportunity to enjoy this
year aswell.

So while the 2006 Rebel Football Team may not have any placein
current history books on Newton County, they may not have a
chronological records of title transfersin the county recorder’s office, they
will elways have aplacein the back of our mindsfor anyonethat waslucky
enough to enjoy the spectacle that was the 2006 South Newton Rebel’s
Football Team.

2008 McCray
Scholarship Information

The society encourages high school seniors from both
North Newton and South Newton High School who are
continuing their education after graduation to submit an essay
regarding thehistory of Newton County.

Thisyear, one scholarship will be awarded in the amount
of $500.00 to the most worthy entry from all the entries of both
schools.

Guidelines, topics and deadlines are available from the
High School Guidance Department at both schools.

Besureto read the enclosed flyer inthisedition regarding
theMcCray Scholarship.

Visit Our Web Site: www.rootsweb.com\~innewton Page 23
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Newton County Historical
Publications/Post Cards Available

?Postcar dsof Newton County
Series includes 7 different views of the current and past Courthouse, one view of
Boguslsland. $1.00 eachor theentireset $8.00 plustax.

7' An Archaeological Report On Newton County” Soft cover $5.00 plus tax.
Written by Joseph E. Hiestand in 1951, and published originally by the Indiana
Historical Bureau. There are more than 45 Indian villages and 51 campsites
identified and described in thisreprint of the original publication.

?“Beaver Lake, The Land of Enchantment” - Hard cover $20.00, soft cover
$10.00 plustax.

Written by Elmore Barce in 1938 after hisvisit with Alexander Lanier Barker near
hiscabin, east of SumavaResorts, and listened to hisinimitabletal esof Beaver Lake
and it's surrounding area. Barce felt that after a life of seventy-six years, “Ned”
Barker, the stories and traditions that came from this visit were worthy of
publication.

2TheM orocco Sesquicentennial Historical Collection - $60.00 plustax.

Over 400 pages, 200 photographs and 13,000 family namesareincludedinthisone-
of-a-kind publication, compiled by Gerald Born and Beth Bassett in 2002. Articles
written by local historians Gerald Born, Clay Blaney and Donna L aCosse, featuring
the earliest settlers, businesses, community organizations, churches, friends and
neighbors, are complimented with photographs from that era. Family histories,
Beaver Lake, Bogus Island, Sam Rice, Jennie Conrad, The Gaff Ranch, the
“Wildcat” Bank of North America, Indian Chiefs Turkey Foot and Bull, are just a
few of the people, places and things that make up the heritage of Beaver Township
and the Town of Morocco.

?TheNewton County Historical Coloring Book - $5.00 plustax
Linedrawingssuitablefor coloring with captions using Newton County L andmarks
drawn by local artists and amust for anyone interested in Newton County History.
Suitable for youngsters and adults alike, this unique view of the county is
informative, educational and adelight toview.

?“Ralph, TheStory of Boguslsland” - $5.00 plustax

Originally written by Jethro Hatch asaserial for the Newton County Enterprise, this
romantic tale of old Beaver Lake country and the island that stood in its midst
captures the essence of the era when the banditti made the island their home.
Interwoven is atale of aboy who was orphaned, raised by afamily who lived near
thelake, searchesfor thetruth about who heisand where he originated, meetsagirl,
fallsinloveandtheresulting adventuresof hisquest.

2M or occo Centennial Days(Only in Compact Disc) - $20.00 plustax.

The Morocco Sesguicentennial Celebration has prompted alook backward to the
eventsof theMorocco Centennial of fifty yearsago. Photographs of the pageant and
parade are featured with documents relating to the events which have been offered
to the Society for its use. These, along with the Centennial booklet written by Ruth
Corbin have been combined toform auniqueview of those eventsof long ago.
2“The Newcomer” (Limited copies available) One Year Group - $10.00 or
$2.25€each, plustax.

The official newsletter of the Newton County Historical Society began in April of
1994. Initially published quarterly through 1996, and then published once againin
thewinter of 1999, it continuestoday asalink to Society members.

To order any of these publications, please send check or money order payable to
the Newton County Historical Society to PO. Box 303, Kentland, IN 47951.
Pleaseinclude $3.00 postage and handling for each publication ordered, and 6%
tax for Indiana customers. The Resource Center located at 310 E. Seymour
Street, Kentland, | ndiana is open on Monday afternoon 1-5, and Friday, 11:00 -
3:00 CST, or contact County Historian Donna L aCosse at 219-285-2861 to place
an order for your books. All proceedsutilizedfor futurepublications.

NOW YOU
KNOW! 252,

1. Inthe 1933 diary of Dr. Recher, Morocco, he
attended patientsin Mottville by thenameof Mr.
and Mrs. Walter Kutcyk. Another resident was
Simon Filipek.  According to the diary,
Mottville was three miles northwest of Lake
Village. Can anyone give us any more
information? Wasthisin Newton County?

2. The five items given to a Civil War prisoner
when he |eft the Michigan City prison were: a
horse, a rifle, $20.00, a dog and a chew of
tobacco.

3. Enoswas at onetime called by the name Oak
Grove.

4. Mr. Hershman's biography statesthat thefirst
gravel road ever built in the county was the
Lincoln Township gravel road, that being the
first modern highway in Newton County. Does
anyone know which road the biography is
referringto?

5. The old Pogue depot was torn down by the
DNR. The bricks were dumped into Murphey
Lake on the west side of the Willow Slough
headquartersto make aboat ramp.

Demonstration
Noticel

Our new microfilm reader will be
professionally installed on
Thursday, December 6, 2007
at 1:00 pm. at our
Resource Center in Kentland.

A demonstration and training session
will be held, and anyone who is
interested in learning about this new
pieceof equipment isinvited toattend.

Thetraining session should only last about
one hour. We have added several new rolls
of microfilmto our collection!

We hope to see you there - and bring a
friend!!

decayed vegetation beneath, which was
eight to ten feet in depth. According to one
resident, “the nest of the swanwasalwaysin
a position where the water could seep up
through the soil from below. Occasionally
the mother bird would thoroughly drench
her feathers, stand up over the nest and
shake herself, so asto sprinkle the eggs.” It
has been assumed that the

about 14.3 Ibs. They nest on the ground,
usualy on a raised area in a marsh. The
femalelaysonetothreeeggs, usualy inlate
April to mid May. The blotchy, olive-
colored eggs average about 2.5 inches in
breadth and 4 inches in length. The
incubation period is 29-35 days. Both
parents brood the young, athough the

T T e —
region because of the submerged .

aquatic plants called “swan
celery” that grew in Beaver Lake.
L. H. Recher wrote “one of
the prettiest sights in the Gaff
reservation was the view of six or
eight flocks of swans high above
the marsh, seemingly playing
leapfrog under the direction of a
leader. One of the swans could be
heard giving a call then others
would take short flights and make
somersaults in the air. The wild
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swan, whether floating on the The Whooping Crane. Source: Wikipedia.org

water or playing intheair, with the
sun shining onitswhitefeathers, isthemost
graceful of birds”

John D. Sink, along time resident of
Lincoln township, and in a 1901 memoir in
the Newton County Enterprise provided the
following description which shows how
dense the waterfowl was in this hunter's
paradise, “To hear the early settlers tell of
the game seen in those days sounds like
fiction, but thelargest bird killing story told
is that of W. and Isaac Knight killing 140
swan one afternoon inthe Black Marsh, and
of the latter killing 24 mallard ducks at one
shot, and quite a number that were winged
escapedinthetall grass.”

TheWhooping Crane

This splendid crane, once reportedly
present in unknown numbers in Indiana,
passed from the Hoosier scene before much
was recorded concerning it. By 1897, the
whooping crane was a rare migrant to our
area. The last Indiana sighting was April 4,
1907 inDeKab County.

TheWhooping Craneis named for its
whooping call, isavery large and one of the
tallest North American birds. Adult cranes
arewhite; they haveared crown and along,
dark, pointed bill whiletheimmature cranes
are pale brown. They have long dark legs
which trail behind in flight and along neck
that iskept straight inflight. Black wingtips
canbeseeninflight ontheadult crane.

The species stands nearly 5 feet tall
with awingspan of 7.5feet. Malesweighon
average of 16.5 Ibs., while females weigh

femaleis more likely to directly tend to the
young. Usually no more than one young
bird survivesin a season. The parents often
feed the young for 6-8 months after birth
andthey aregenerally out ontheir own after
about oneyear.

The Whooping Crane forages while
walking in shallow water or in fields,
sometimes probing with their bills. Fish,
berries, snakesand aguatic plants, aswell as
smaller birds, mice, frogs, dragonflies, and
other aquatic insects and more are part of
their diet.

Observers often heard their wild cries
but could seldom see them as they passed
flying overhead in the early evening, about
dusk. There was never very many, and they
alwaysheaded southwest.

In the spring of 1983, it was reported
that there were three different sightings in
thenorthwestern part of the statewherenine
to ten birds were believed to be whooping
cranes. Although thismay seemunlikely, all
of the observers stressed that the sightings
involved largewhite, long-necked and long-
legged birds with black wingtips. One
groupwasinafieldwith Sandhill Cranes.

The Carolina Par akeet

Thisbirdwasonly knownto havebeen
in southern Indiana and the species pretty
much extirpated from the state by the mid
1800's. There are no known claims or
records of the bird from northern Indiana
except maybe a few dubious reports.
Southern Indiana would have formed the

species extreme northern edge to its
breeding range. It could have occurred in
Newton County, but probably well before
European settlersmovedin, if atall.

The Greater Prairie Chicken

The Greater Prairie Chickenisalarge
bird in the grouse family. Once abundant, it
has become extremely rare or extinct over
much of itsrange dueto habitat |oss. One of
the most famous aspects of these creatures
is their beautiful mating ritual called
booming.

Adultsof both sexesare 14 inchestall,
medium sized, stocky, and round-winged.
Their tails are short, round and dark. Adult
mal es have yellow-orange combs over their
eyes. Males also have dark, elongated head
feathers that can be raised or lain along the
neck. A circular, orange unfeathered neck
patch can be inflated while displaying.
Adult females have shorter head feathers
and lack themale'syellow comb and orange
neck patch.

These hirds prefer undisturbed prairie
and were origindly found in tall grass
prairies. They can tolerate agricultural land
mixed with prairie, but the more agricul-
tural land the less prairie chickens. Their
diet consistsof primarily seedsand fruit but
during the summer they also eat insects and
green plants.

The Greater Prairie Chicken is not
threatened by severe winter weather. When
the snow isthick, they “dive’ into the snow
to keep warm. A greater threat comesin the
spring rains. These sometimes drenching
rains can wreak havoc on their chicks.
Another major natural threat is drought,
which can destroy food and makeit difficult
for chicks.

Prairie Chickensdo not migrate. They
are territorial birds and often defend their
booming grounds. These booming grounds
are the area in which they perform their
displays in hopes of attracting females.
Their displays consist of inflating air sacs
located on the side of their neck and
shapping their tails. These booming
grounds usualy have very short or no
vegetation. The male stays on this ground
displaying for almost two months. The
breeding season usually begins in April or
early May. During this time the males
establish booming sites where they display
for the females. The one or two most
dominant males will do about 90% of the
mating. After mating has taken place, the
females will move about one mile from the
booming grounds and begin to build their
nests. Hens lay between 5 and 17 eggs per

Visit Our Web Site: www.rootsweb.com\~innewton Page 3
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clutch and the eggs take between 23 and 24
days to hatch. There are between five and
nine young per brood. The young are raised
by the female and fledge in one to four
weeks, are completely independent by the
tenth to twelfth week, and reach sexud
maturity by ageone.

One problem facing the Prairie
Chicken is the ring neck pheasant.
Pheasantswill lay their eggsinthechicken's
nest. Their eggs will hatch first; this causes
the prairie chickens to leave the nest
thinking that theyoung have hatched.

Mumford and Keller's’ Birds of
Indiana’ gave an account of this speciesin
Newton County.

“A few miles north of Enos (Newton
County), it was possible in the spring of
1950 to stand in one spot and listen to
greater prairie chickens booming simulta-
neously on at least four different booming
grounds. North, south, and east of Bogus
Island was some of the best remaining
prairie chicken habitat in Indiana and bird
watchers would flock to the region each
April to watch (and listen to) the birds
perform their distinctive courtship display-
one of Nature's prize shows. On a cold,
cloudy, windy morning in April 1950 (not
unusual for Newton County at this season),
Mumford was fortunate enough to witness
the last large gathering of prairie chickens
on an Indianabooming ground. The site had
been origina prairie, first plowed in 1949
and planted to wheat. Seventy-five male
prairie chickens were performing on the
courting grounds-strutting, giving their low,
moaning calls, cackling, squabbling,
jumping into the air, and otherwise engaged
in their ritual dance. The following spring,
less than half this number returned to the
booming ground, and later the site was
abandoned altogether as the birds disap-
peared from the region. Those early April
mornings were memorable, for there were
shorebirds and waterfowl on the wetter
prairie sites, and Smith's longspurs and
Lapland longspurs in huge flocks. Once,
when we were watching prairie chickens
booming from a nearby blind, alarge flock
of lesser golden-plover alighted amidst the
courting birds and remained feeding with
themfor ashorttime.

“Butler listed the prairie chicken as a
resident and "formerly very abundant over
the original prairie district and now
approximately confined to that district." He
further stated, "In most places becoming
scarce, in some very rare." It was evidently
an abundant species in the mid-1880s, for

one shipment from Michigan City to
Chicago in 1851 contained 6,000 birds.
About the same time, 20,000 were shipped
from Lake County, Indiana, to Detroit,
within six weeks (Schorger, 1944). The
Prairie Chickenformerly occurredinat least
forty-four counties.

“The hunting season on prairie
chickens was closed in 1909; hunting was
again alowed (on alimited basis) in 1915.
The Commissioner of Fisheries and Game
wrotethat in 1912 therewere certainly more
than 100,000 greater prairie chickensin the
state. We suspect that this number was
considerably larger than the actual popula
tion. In any event, it was found necessary to
closethe hunting season againin 1937 for a
five-year period. But there were only about
1,000 hirds left in Indiana by 1941, and the
hunting season was never reopened.
Personnel of the Indiana Division of Fish
and Game, as it was then called, began an
annual census of al known prairie chicken
booming grounds in the spring of 1942 and
continued it until 1973, when no more
courting birdscould befound.

“The prairie
chicken throve on
native prairie grass
lands, which provided
food, cover, and open
spots with low
vegetation for booming
grounds. The origina
prairies of Indiana
were well suited to the
birds, but unfortunately
the rich prairie soils
were found capable of
producing high yields
of corn, soybeans, and
other crops.

For a time, the

thirteen. Eggs were observed in nests from
about April 26 to July 4. Nest sitesincluded
prairie grasses, railroad rights-of-way, and
clover fields. The birds evidently nested
about marsh borders, for on June 5, 1892,
Ruthven Deane found seven prairie chicken
nests under water dueto flooding at English
Lake (Starke County). The last recorded
prairie chicken nest in Indianawasfound on
June 13, 1964, in Newton County. Several of
us examined it, and the fourteen eggs it
contained were pipping. The last brood
observed, to our knowledge, was by Russell
R. Hyer, who saw a hen with nine chicks
along the Jasper-Newton County line on
May 25,1970."

In the 1950's an attempt was made to
maintain thelast remaining flock in Newton
County. The Department of Natural
Resources purchased 640 acres of land just
north of North Newton High School.
However, in 1970, the last Greater Prairie
Chicken died. At that time, the land was
handed over to the DNR'sdivision of Nature

Preservesfor anatural area.

establishment of The Greater Prairie Chicken. Source: Wikipedia.org

pastures of Reed

canary grass postponed the extirpation of
the prairie chicken on some lands, but
changes of farm ownership and land use and
the eventual elimination of virtually every
acre of original prairie eventually spelled
doom. Even the fences, telephone wires,
power lines, windmills, and buildings that
sprang up on the flat prairies were hazards;
many birds were killed when they flew into
such new obstacles.

We have little information regarding
the nesting of this grouse in Indiana. Nests
were on the ground and in eight nests for
which we have records the clutch size
ranged from ten to eighteen and averaged

Sources used for this account were many.
John Yost's preliminary draft of his history
of Bogus Idand; Mumford and Keller's
“Birds of Indiana,” Mike Schoonveld's
column, Newton County Enterprise,
September 19, 2007, “Outdoor
World—Prairie Chicken Refuge Deer Hunt;”
the knowledge and resources of Don
Gorney, the Indiana Audubon Society; and
theweb site, Wikipedia.org.

Understanding Epitaphs OnTombstones
Deciphering old epitaphs can be difficult until the eye

becomes used to the flourishes and styles of old calligraphy

expressed in stone. An immediate guide though can be offered to

unlock some of the Latin inscriptions— hereisauseful key to have

when visiting old graveyards (all are garnered from actual

tombstones.)

A.D. (AnnoDomini) - IntheYear of Our Lord

Ad perpetuamrei memoriam- For aperpetual record of thematter

Adsum- Herel am

Aetassuae- aged

Amicushumani generis- A humanitarian; aphilanthropist

Arslonga, vitabrevis- Artislong, lifeisshort

Beatae memoria- Of blessed memory

D.-Died

Dei gratia- By the Grace of God

Deovolente(DV) - Godwilling

Durantevita- Duringlife

Elapsotempora- Thetimehaving passed

Errarehumanumest - Toerrishuman

Et sequentes(sequentia)- Andthosethat follow
Et sicdeceteris- And so of therest

Faber suaefortunae- A self-mademan
Favetelinguis- Keep Silence

Fecit - Madeit; executedit

Fidei defensor - Defender of thefaith
Filiusterrae- A sonof thesoil
Gloriapatri - Glory betothe Father
Hacvoce- Under thisword (phrase)
Hicjacet - Herelies

Hocnomine- Inthisname
Inarticulamoris- Atthepoint of death
Infacieecclesiae- Beforethechurch
Infuturo- Henceforth

Inmemoriam- In memory of

Innomine Domini - Inthenameof thelord
I'n perpetuum- For ever

Taediumvitae- Wearinessof life

Sharing Family History

o

'-_.‘!.

i

Researchers visting the Resource Center this summer shared this photograph of People’s Drug Store in Morocco from
1941-1942. Their family member, Earl Coatney, born 1921, worked in the store during that time, he is pictured to the left.
Center, back is Bertha James and right is Ross Padgett.
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Pioneers 1n Attendance

The following luble presents the numes of the
venerahle pioneers in attendanee at this meeting,
their residence and age at that date (I879), the
date of their arrival in this part of the country,
sl the state from which they eame. Tt will be
observed that the greater numher cane prior to
1845, and some as early as 1820. 'This list does
not include the pioneer women, whose nmames
were unfortunately omitted from the list:

Name Residence  Age Arrival Frows
Hon, Alicajal Stanley, Watzekz . 64 1844 Ohio
G Courteight, Watseka. . ... .. 83 1830 Indiana
F. Fagan, Watsehe . ... ... .., ., 57 18490 Indianna ,
W. & Moors, Watscka, ... 57 1831 Oliia
David Casgy, Watseka. ... ... .. 52 1849 Chio
H. W. Hedger, Watscka . ... B0 1853 Ngw York
5. Hetheld, Watscha. ... ... .. 58 1850 Tlineis
John L. Dencvarn, Wasse ]-u. c.o.. A4 1843 ¥entucky
5. C. Terler, Witsela, ..., .. 82 18450
John Reader, Wetscke .. .0 860 1854 IEngland
John Ty, Watseha. ... .. L. T 1674 Ohig
JOM Murray, Wateeka, oo 0L B8 1855 Indiana
J. Moore, Walscka, ... . T3 1833 Chio
B. Adsit, Watseka . ... ... ... .. 71 1553 MNWew York
James Lfoagland, Troquois. ... .. i 1845 i
Putnare Gailield, Iroquois. ... ... 68 1837 (Jhia
H. [, Strickler, Iroguels. . ... .. 44 1R35 Ohia
W. Lander, Trosuois. . ..., ... 78 1EM (thie
William Dum ing, Trnqume- ..... 64 1554 New York
James Harding, Iroeguois. .. ..., 85 1843 Ohin
John Wegner, Trogueis. ..., 62 TR5E (o
Gieas Markicsr, Tewqueds. ... .. 54 1855 Chio
SR Cagmatt. oo o o i3 1415 Pennaylvania
Anderson Tyler, lmqu::i:- ....... 5 1847 Indiana
Thomus Markle: gy Irogueiz. ... .. 500 13851 Ohin
TIsaac Markley, Troquols. ... .. .. 3 1845 Ohio
Rlijah Try, Iruqurm- ........... 62 1844 . Ohin
Elijal Kare, Teaquais. ......... 56 1835 Ohie
J. Williams, Trogueis. . ......... 38 1856  Kentoueky
A, Sword, Troquois. . ..., ... .. T T 1+ Scotland
Abram Couphneur, Tregueis. ... 89 1838 Ohia
Samuel Wazrick, froquols. . ... 68 1833 Ohio
James Whiteman, Ivoguois. . ... 64 1838 Qhio
Charizs Hoagland, Iregueis. .. .. T3 1539 (hip
Williama Young, fronuois. . ... ... 1838 Now Yorz
Leonard Iogle, Treaquals. ... oL, T | 35T Ohin
Weighbar Dezn, Trogquois, ..., .. 72 1828 Virginia
Jarksem Toraet, Irogqueis. . ..., 76 1847 Ohio
Hobewt Caldwsll, Shelden. ... ... 48 1858 Ohin
JoW. Murrav, Eheldon. L 47 1858 Ohio
5. D Fry, Shelecom.. .0 L H 1836 Ohio
William Shartridge, Shelden. . . 45 13539 Indiane
W. Alweood, Sheldon. ... ..... g1 181  Wew Yark
J. O SBwitmer, Sheldon. ... L af  15%8 Chia
Molbw Potter, Sheldoao.ooo0. .0 52 7852 New York
Isnne Thomas, Shaldon. ..o 52 1835 Virginia
David Gav, Bheldon, ..o .. .. 86 185% (hio
J. Marlay, Shldon.. ... .0 o000 88 1844 {Germany

Name Duosidence  Age  Arrieal From
E. Burckeh'm, Kankaee....... 5% 1548  New York
D. VanMcier, Kankales. ... ... 70 1843 Ohig
J. Tlagule, Kankakee.......... £3 1884 {lanada
Noel Vassear, Kankakee. ..., .. 82 18491 Canada
J Yougar, Kankakee. ... ... .. 8% 1342 Connecticnt

. Nichols, cm[\akec .......... 67 I88% Pennaylvania
,;1 Wobster, Kankalve. . oo, ..., §7 1844 New York
T. N. Pauglmrn, Onarga. . ...... TH 1837 Dhio
R. It Pangburn, Onarge....... 66 183%¥ New York
M. H, Meszer, Onarga, .. .. ... 5t 1855 "Masga.
James Padgett, Newlom Co. oL 560 1852 Indiana
Joseph Law, Newton Co. ... ... 52 1430 Ohia
Henry Rider, Newton Ca..... .. 63 1B36 Ohia
Willlam Best, Newton Co. ..., 87 1857 {hio
T, Mires, Newton Cao. oo ... 1 1887 Indians
W. Littlejohn, Newton Co...... a3 1444 Qhio
P. H. Hunter, Noewton Co. ..., T8 1861 Maine
W. Sallee, Newton Co, .. ..... .. 5B 1865 Ohic
T. Barker, Beaver T ... 86 1481 Fongland
J. L. Purriga, Beaver Tp. .. .. O 1860 New Jeraey
F. Moore, Beaver Tp. ..o L TE o 1831 - Ohio
F.Eljah, Morocen. .. ... L0 57 1483 New York
D. M. Puiver, Morocea. ... .. 30 1830 New Yurk
L. Staddard, Momunce, ... ... .. w1 1543 Canada
Ben Stearman, Momenee. ..., .. T4 1830 Virginia
3. L. Sparling, Jagper Co. . .. ... 70 1836 New York
C. Wadler, Weldron, ... .. .. 5% 1828  New York
J. Macalay, Tueker. ... . ..., 4 1836 Pennsylvania
Potter Anstin, Wellington. .. ... 51 1832  New York
J. L. Bailey, Beliwonl. .. ... .. 51 1854 Indizna
W, H. Ilecry, Indiana.......... &2 1830
Llyran Vennowm, Milford. ... ... 65 134 Pennsylvanis
Willizm Besi, Tndiana. ... ... a7 FEsY Chio
W, Marritt, Tndlana. ..o ... 3G 1848 Indiana

This is an excerpt from “A Centennial History of The
Iroquois County and Concord Township.” Member Greta Taylor
recently shared thishistory book with our group.

Thiswas part of an account of the Old Settler’sReunion that
was held in Bunkum in 1879. Several local notables made
speeches, as well as attended the affair, including an oration by
GeorgeAde.

RECEIVED POR REJORD.
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Hecorded in Record .

/ RKevorder

REMRLICAN JoOu PRINT, Eenseaiace, Tndl.

One document owned by Jim Robbins included the
signature of Civil War Vet and Recorder, John Higgins.

NCHS & RESOURCE CENTER UPDATE

New Lettering Added to Resource Center

Did you noticeit the last time you drove by our Resource
Center at 310 E. Seymour in Kentland? Our name has been
added to the front of the building, adding to the awareness of
our society!

The center isopen Monday and Thursday 1 p.m., - 5p.m.

and Friday 11 am. - 3 p.m. We hope to eventually have the &5

building open more often, volunteers are needed! We currently
have two volunteersthat will work Thursday nightsfrom 5 p.m.
to 7 p.m., but we need two more to share the load before we
officially advertisethat time. Therearetasksthat canbedone, or &
you can relax and explore the center yourself! Giveusacall at f

thecenter, 219-474-6944 if youwouldliketo know more!

online with our officers

. Resource Center

¥ Hosts D.A.R. Meeting

Members of the Kentland Chapter of
the Daughters of the American Revolution
held their opening meeting at our Resource
Center in October. After their business
| meeting, Beth Bassett, Building Chair,
gave a brief account of the contents and
resources available to the public for
research. Members were then encouraged
to casually browsethrough the displaysand
discover abit about Newton County.

Those attending were front, |left
clockwise: Alice Musser, Marilyn Whaley,
Esta Stevens, Sharon Yates, Janet Miller,
Rose Ferguson, Pat Haynes, Margaret Lah,
Fannie SueHenry. Photo by Beth Bassett.

Janet Miller, President; Mike Haste, Vice-President; Darlene Truby, Treasurer; Becky Lyons, Secretary
Jim Robbins, Ex-Officio; Sig Boezeman, Member-At-Large; Donna LaCosse, County Historian

Hello from the 2007-2008 dlate of officers! We are excited
about our new fiscal year that began in July. Our new research
center location at 310 E. Seymour Street is a wonderful place for
wel coming the public who are interested in Newton County history
and research. Each week brings in more items of interest. We
appreciate all of the acquisitionsthat have been donated. Stop and
visitwhenyou havetime.

We would like to thank Jim Robbins who has been our
president for several years. Through his efforts we have continued
togrow and gather history for Newton County. TheNewton County
Fair booth is a project that Jim has fostered and through which we
have been ableto meet and greet the public. ThanksJimfor all your
timeand knowledge!

Programs and projects are two of the goals of our society. At
our July meeting member Larry Lyons, Brook, spoke on Two
Famous Brook Grads, Donald Berlin, engineer of WWII fighter
planes, and his sister Janice Berlin, afamous home economist. In
August, member David Truby of Kentland explained to us the

history of the Kentland VisK ase Corporation as well as the history
of the hot dog/sausage casingsindustry. Ron Humphrey, amember
of our society, spoke to the organization in September. His topic
Kentland Bank — 75th Anniversary gave everyoneinsight about the
bank and its various locations. He also told of the four banks that
existed in Kentland prior to the Kentland Bank. Through all of
these programs each of us learned a little more about our own
Newton County.

Nancy Jo Prue is the Chairman of our Oral History Project.
Nancy has interviewed many people throughout our county and
continues to retrieve information that might otherwise be lost. If
you are interested in doing an interview with Nancy please contact
her. Sheisanablelistener.

Wewelcome anyoneto attend our meetingsheld on thefourth
Monday night of each month at 7:00 p.m. You may cal the
Research Center for moreinformation.

Again, stop by our Research Center and get ahands-on close-
up look at Newton County history!

Visit Our Web Site: www.rootsweb.com\~innewton Page 5
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Do You Know?

1. Haveyou heard of thetown of Mottville?

2. 1n 1860, a Civil War prison was located 60 miles northeast of
Newton County in Michigan City, IN. When a soldier was
rel eased from prison hewas given five different itemsto take with
him. Canyounamethem?

3. At onetime, Enoswas called by another name. Do you know
what itwas?

Family Documents

One of the favorite programs that the general society holds is
“Show and Tell.” Members bring a personal item to the meeting and
tell the story behind the artifact. Recently, Jim Robbins shared a
binder that contained several documentsfrom past transactions of his
ancestors at one of these meetings. Some are reproduced throughout
the pages in this edition, and more will be included in upcoming
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Submitted by Janet Miller

4. Brook resident, John R. Hershman's biography states that he
served as viewer on many gravel roads, and that he was one of the
viewers on the first gravel road ever built in the county. In what
townshipwasit located?

5. What happened tothe old town of Pogue depot?

You'll knowtheanswersifyoulook on page22.

From The Past
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Artical of Agreement to Set a Sawmill; Fair Oaks,
Ind.,Aug. 11th, 1886.

F. E. Russell agrees to set a Sawmill on Dr. Robbins's
land about 80 or 100 rods north of his home in the spring of
1887 after the seting is sawed out East of Pleasant valley
schoolhouse and thoes drawing in logs and concerned in the
set to help move said mill totheground.

And in order to give al achance Will saw partly on the
shair that is thoes who can pay just as easy pays $5.00 per
Thousand. And one fourth of every mans sawing to be cash
and the balance of their shair if he wishes in short terms or
cash $5.00 per labor or half of thelumber.

Hoping all will feel interested in the interprise will do
what tha can and will do all in my power to give each man
good satisfaction for hislabor. FrancisE. Russell.

Names of Signees, No. of Logs: J. Kosky, 50; C.
Thompson, 26; E. Cotton, 10; M. F. Smart, 50; H. Swanke, 25;
James Robbins, 25; A. B. Robbins, 25. (Note reprinted as
written.)

H IStO r I Ca I Iy YO u rS By Newton County Historian Donna LaCosse

Asl writethis, | can see by the calendar that we have one more
week and October is al finished for this year! As usual, | am still
behind on my summer projects and not quite ready for that time of
theyear to be over. Onething | am thankful for isthat | have not had
to wear my winter coat yet!! | hate to wear a coat — they are bulky,
heavy and a pain in the neck, but | guess wearing a coat is much
better than shivering to death during thewinter months.

Wewerein Tacoma, Washington in August to an army reunion
and enjoyed seeing that side of the country where we had never
ventured. | am not a mountain person but | must admit the scenery
wasbeautiful.

Speaking of “going” someplace, have you taken a trip down
Memory Lanerecently?1f not, you may be missing something quite
enjoyable.

| havefound myself “remembering” alot lately and have been
quite amused at what has been hidden in this old brain for so many
years.

Way back, when | wasasophomorein high school, | remember
being really upset at the way severa of the “guys’ treated the car
they weredriving. One young senior boy seemed to be such a show-
off when he sat behind thewheel —the stonesinthe school drive-way
wouldfly throughtheair quitefreely when hetook off with hiscutie-
pieand | thanked my lucky starsthat | was riding on the school bus
andnotinthat car.

| remember telling my friends | wouldn’t ride with that “ guy”
if hewerethelast manon earth!

Two years later, back in 1946, | was riding in that same car
with that same guy, and | have been riding with him for aimost 62-
years. The car has changed and so has the man behind the wheel!
Another difference between then and now isthat after being married
for amost 60 years, | tell him how to drive and he tellsmewhereto
go!!

It's a Family Tradition

As editor of this publication, | am always open to ideas
regarding stories and research. | had an idea pass through my
mind that | thought | would share with you and hope that you
will respond with your thoughts.

With the onset of fall, there are typical choresthat need to
be done, some of which | ask why, only because | don’'t want to
dothem—likewashing windows—but | dothis, hot only because
they need it, but it's atradition. Many of my friends wash their
windows in the fall, something they always do. Packing up the
summer clothes and bringing out the warm sweaters is another
tradition that | began when | realized | didn't have enough
dresser spacefor all four seasons!

Sothisisidea, sharing family traditions. Onethat | always
enjoy is gathering flower seeds from the zinnias and marigolds
for next year, storing them away in an envelope and then a
Miracle Whip jar. My mother has always enjoyed this fall
tradition, and when | doit, | remember sheand | doing thistask
together.

So what do you do? Are there tasks that you perform each
year just because you always do it? Did you acquire this
tradition, or haveyou created anew one? Sharethemwith mefor
the next Newcomer. email newtonhs@ffni.com, or call!

We have had a great summer — our oldest LaCosse grandson
returned homefrom ayear in Irag and has settled in nicely using his
degree from Purdue in a management position a Lowe's in
L afayette. Heisnot finished being asoldier asyet but hopefully will
remain on this side of the ocean. When asked, he said he would go
back if they sent him there to defend his country. What a good
attitudethesereturned veteranshave.

Our foster grandson married hisdream girl in July and they are
happily settled in an apartment in Indianapoliswhere Brock isusing
hisdegreefrom IUPUI at an Insurancefirm. Hiswife, Brittney, isin
her junior year at I[UPUI and is also employed as a Nanny on a part
timebasis.

Our oldest grandson found histruelovein Boston and they are
planning aMay 2008 wedding. They had totravel sofar to meet each
other —hewasborn in Lafayette and raised in Indianapolis; shewas
born and raised in Greenfield, about thirty-minutes from
Indianapolis. Itrealy isasmall world!!

And, once again, we have afamily member enrolled at Purdue
University. Grandson Micah began hisfreshmen year at Purduethis
fall. 1t doesn’t seem possiblethat Gina's chicks have all | eft the nest.
RonandAnnstill havethreein high school (asfreshmen) sowehave
lotsof “ good stuff” ahead of us.

Hopeto seeyou in the next issue of The Newcomer and, until
then, keep on making history, both family and in the community.
Stay well and enjoy the holidays that seem to be arriving rather
quickly.

Recipes From
Days Gone By

Peanut Butter Fudge
Submitted by Jeanette Hall

6 cupssugar

11/3 cupevaporated milk
2-3 cupspeanut butter
1-130z. jar of Kraft marshmallow cream

1% Cup Parkay Margarine

Combine sugar, margarine and milk in 5 gt. pan. Bring to a
full rolling bail, stirring constantly. Boil 18 minutes over medium
heat or until candy thermometer reaches 235 degrees, stirring
constantly to prevent scorching. Remove from heat, stir in peanut
butter and marshmallow cream. Beat until mixed well. Pour into
two greased 13x9inch pans.

Thisrecipeisan annual event for Jeanette and her family. She
givesit asgiftsat Christmas, but hasto make plenty of extrafor her
family — because they always ask “When are you going to make
your peanut butter[ fudgeAunt Jeanette?’

Submit  your
publication!

“never fail” and handed down recipes for
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Seventy-Nine Men Report Yesterday: Seventy-nine young
men who have reached the age of twenty-one years since last June,
registered beforethe Conscription Board yesterday. Below wegive
thenamesof theregistrants:

Brook: Cass Coffin, Carl Coffin, Merl L. Strain, WilliamA.
Watt, Russell T. Whaley, Terry G. Brady, John W. Kline, William
Barr, Carl H. Eckstrom, John F. Whaley, Edward Hiestand, George
Snyder, Roy Holder, Russell Clinton, Clyde Recher, George
Ekstrom, Ira Honn, Floyd Weishaar, Leonard Crudden, and Elmer
Plott. Morocco: Russell Brown, Chester L. Kay, Abner B. Miller,
Oscar E. Watkins, Everett E. Kafise, LIoyd Deardurff, Vernon C.
Russell, Chester L. Woods, Pearl Hendrickson, Denver Padgett,
Roy Jessen, Lowell Zoborosky, Everett Graves, Charley Davis,
Logan McClatchey, Cody Penrod, Walter Simpson, Charles
LeCosse, and JamesDowling. Kentland: ThomasDewing, James
T. Couch, Russell D. Virgin, Leslie S. Wershaar, Bernard G.
Hassett, Theodore J. Dieter, Ernest White, Fred Morse, John Easter,
Gerald Prue, Ira Gerrich, John Foltz, Clarence Messman, Vernon
Hedrick, Clarence Flach and Curtis Kindig. Fair Oaks: Otto J.
Herre. Goodland: MiloT. Ryan, Leroy Tice, Archie Turner, Frank
Miller, Ralph Heck, Benzil Harmon, Edmund Renter, Frederick
Griffin, Jake Bokma, Wilbur Sanasac, Clifford Mead, Marvin
Beadleand Fremont Stambaugh. Mt. Ayr: AlvinJ.Yoder, Clarence
Meharry and Hollis Brown. Thayer: John Roorda and Chester
Fuller. Conrad: Clarence Jones. LakeVillage: Milford Bingham
and George Atwood. Rensselaer : Estus Selby. Roselawn: Clifford
David.

Demonstration Classes. Miss Reba Smith of Purdue
University is spending four days in the county this week giving
demonstrations before the recently organized Food Clubs. She
spent Tuesday at Kentland, Wednesday at Brook, and will spend
today at Roselawn, and Friday at L akeVillageand Mt. Ayr. Someof
these clubs asked demonstrations on wheat substitutes, and others
on Cold Pack canning methods, and otherson both.

Jury HearsMany Odoriferous Cases. The Court andjury have
had their nostrils well filled this week, through the hearing of
lawsuits concerning fertilizer, onions, and reduction plants. And
theair wasstifling hot inthe courtroom.

MissAdah E. Bush, Chairman of the Women's Section of the
Newton County Council of Defense, has made the following
appointments of Newton county women to act as township
chairmen, carrying on the women’'s war activities throughout the
county, as outlined by the Newton County Council of Defense:
Jefferson township, Mrs. Adda V. White; Grant, Mrs. W. W.
Washburn; Washington, Mrs. Ray Ridey; Iroquois, Mrs. John F.
Lawrence; Beaver, Mrs. C. E. Triplett; McClellan, Mrs. Mark
Templeton; Jackson, Miss Blanche Merry; Colfax, Mrs. George
Hillis; Lincoln, Mrs. Clara Boyle; Lake, Mrs. Rufus Robinson.
Miss Bush also announces the appointment of Miss Francis Ott of
Morocco as County Chairman of Child Welfareto succeed Mrs. M.
E. Graves, resigned.

The Enterprise is being sent, absolutely free, to nearly one
hundred Newton county boys in service. Many copies following
the boys right up to the trenches, carrying them news from home.
Wewould ask thefriends of the boysto keep us advised promptly of

Past

These excerpts are taken from The Newton County Enterprise, Summer, 1918.

Transcribed by Janet Miller

any change of addressandwewill dotherest.

“Adeway” Chicago-IndianapolisRoute. ChicagoMotor Club
lays out new route through Newton County. Chicago and
Indianapolis tourists will now travel back and forth between those
two cities over what has been named theAdeway. TheAdeway isa
route picked by the Chicago Club as the best route for automobile
travel between Chicago and Indianapolis and it was given its name
in honor of George Ade, amember of theclub. TheAdeway leaves
Chicago over the Dixey Highway to Chicago Heights, then on
Lincoln Highway to Dyer, then south through Lowell, LakeVillage,
Morocco, Ade, Kentland, Attica, Crawfordsville, and on to
Indianapolis. Members of the Chicago Motor Club were over the
line Friday and marked theroutetheentiredistance. Thisisclaimed
to be the shortest route between the two cities, and also embraces
thebest improved roads.

The harvest season is approaching, and labor will be scarce.
TheEditor of The Enterprise standsready to help outif needed. We
may carry too much fat to makeafull hand on ahot day, but still we
have faith in our own ability, and we have two husky lads in the
officewhowewill bring along, and weknow either of themwill doa
man'swork. Thisisno joke, we stand ready to go. Would prefer
last three days of the week, aswe can better sidetrack our own work
onthosedays. Wefeel confident any number of the businessmen of
Kentland will do the samething. The crops must be saved, and the
farmer need only make hiswantsknown.

Threshermen Met at Brook Saturday. Inresponseto acall by
our County Food Director, Dr. T. E. Collier, the 44 threshermen
from al over the county met at Brook Saturday afternoon to make
plans for the conservation of grain, time and labor in the coming
threshing season. County Agent Davis told of the thresher's
organizationsin other counties and suggested plansto be followed
inthiscounty. Dr. Collier,inaninteresting talk full of information,
emphasized the necessity of our people saving to the utmost this
year. Hesuggested that an organization be affected at once, withthe
election of the proper officers: accordingly, George Galbraith of
Grant township was chosen president, and Fred Chidester of
Jefferson, secretary-treasurer. A committee was appointed to draw
up plans for conservation in conference with Dr. Collier and Mr.
Davis. These will be printed by the County Food Director and
posted on each separator for the guidance of machine men and
farmersthroughout the season. Thematter of priceswasthen taken
up: the following prices were set as the minimum, which in most
cases throughout the county will also serve asthe maximum: oats,
2 cents; wheat, 6 cents; rye, 7 centsper bushel; thesewere concurred
in by Dr. Collier and County Agent Davis as being only fair
increasesover last year’ sthreshing prices.

InAppreciation: My call hascome and | must report in New
York on July 1st for overseas service. Before departing | desireto
extend thanks to the good people of Kentland for the courteous
treatment and patronage they have extend me during my residence
here, andto statethat | will be back whenthewar isover. Inorder to
adjust my personal affairs | will ask that all parties knowing
themselves indebted to me to call and settle by Saturday of this
week. Prompt action in thisregard will be appreciated. Dr. C. W.
Doyel.

Observations of the Birds in Newton County Back Yards and Orchards
Reprinted from a John R. Hershman document, 1920

Submitted by Beth Bassett

Among the John R. Hershman
collection of papersrecently revealed to our
society, wasasix page document describing
the common wild birds of the time, that
being 1920. It was obviously prepared for
an oral presentation. Upon reading it |
discovered anew twist to recording history.
| realized that John had documented the
“goings-on” of his backyard of the wild
birds, and that al of the species that he
described are still among us today. So, are
we observing the descendents of those birds
today? It sure puts a new twist on the
“family tree!”

| added line drawings reprinted from
the “Indiana Department of Geology and
Natural ResourcesAnnual Report,” by State
Geologist, W. S. Blatchley, 1897 to help
identify our feathered neighbors.

“1 shall confine what | have to say on

birds and their relation to the gardens and

orchards, to the most
common varieties, of
which we have, | think
over thirty.

“It seems to be a -
rule of Mother Natureto =
keep in balance the
population of her
children. Hence they in
some way are created
with the desire to prey upon each other,
vegetation devouring the elements in the
soil and animal life devours the vegetation,
making clear the aphorism “ great fleashave
lesser fleas upon their backsto bite ‘em and
thesefleas, have other fleas, adinfinitum.”

If there was nothing to hold in check
the ravages of the insect life, their great
productiveness is such that they in a few
yearswould be so numerousthat they would
destroy all vegetation.

Many female insects will lay several
thousand eggs in a day each. Only a short
timeisrequired for the development of the
larva and we have the full fledged insects
ready to carry on. Fortunately Mother
Nature here steps in and fills the air with
myriads of birds with voracious appetites
for insects. If we destroy the birds the
insectswill destroy us.

Nearly all birds are more beneficia
than destructive. It is true that a voracious
insect eater will not discriminate between a
harmlessinsect and aharmful one, but asthe
latter predominates, we can easily forgive
him.

Of our resident
birds the most .
common of al isthe ‘it
English Sparrow, A =2
which might be put - "*-.- L
down as a genera :..M
nuisance. Itisagran 4=
eater, a fruit bud 7l
destroyer, a garden *fiE
plant eater, a fruit !
eater and acarrier of '
bird mites and will alight among the
chickens and rob them of their food. The
insects that it eats are generaly of the
harmless variety. The only thing | ever
observed in their favor was, that | have seen
them eatenlocust or cicadaswhenthey were
numerous.

The Blue Jay is the next most
numerousresident. Very littlecan besaid in
|tsfavor Arrayed in his suit of blue heisa

: handsome fellow, not
much music to his

T yoice, quarrelsome,
and domineering, and
will rob other birds
nests, not only for their
eggs, but of their
young, a voracious
eater and no doubt
destroys many harmful
insects. Makes a nest of twigs and grass
usualy in low bushes. Four greenish eggs
specked with brown.

The Cardinal is a very amiable bird
with no bad traits, beautiful plumage and
crested; a fine singer and feeds on insects
and wild berries. The male is a bright
scarlet, the female a brownish color
splashed with scarlet, and is also a singer,
‘tho not so strong as the male. Nestsin low
bushes, four bluish, greeneggs.

The Scarlet Tangier keeps to the
woods. The male isabeautiful bird, scarlet
in color except the wings and tail which are
black. The female is a lightish brown.
Entirely beneficial. Nests in the bushes, of
rootlets and twigs, eggs, four, of a pae
bluishgreen.

We once had the Snow Bunting as a
regular winter resident but they have been
driven off by the English Sparrow so that
now they only appear occasionaly. Many
arefoundinthenorth part of the state.

The date colored Junco is usually
seen in late fall and last of winter. It

* Blue Jay

it from the snow bunting or
= white snowbird it is sometimes
called the black snowbird. It is
a dark dlate color on the head
- and back. Two outer tail
=1 featherswhite. Inwinter it lives
= | principally on weed seed. Is
seen mostly about thickets and
hedges. It canhardly becaleda
winter resident.

Our greatest aid in combating insect
pests comes from the Robin. It isone of the
first arrival, often appearing in February,
and by the middle of March are plentiful.
We often have severe storms after their first
appearance but they come to stay, though
they must suffer from want of food and
shelter. Heisacheerful fellow with hisearly
morning song of cheerup; cheerup; fromthe
old cherry tree or garden fence. A good
many accusations can be brought against
him. He is fond of cherries, strawberries,
raspberries, and the angleworms that he
devours with such avidity, but are a benefit
to the soil. But notwithstanding his faults
we freely forgive him on account of his
many good qualities. Heisplucky, will fight
for his home even against the hideous bull
snakethat triesto take the young birdsfrom
the nest. Can drive away the inquisitive Jay

or thequarrel someboat tail blackbirdif they
cometoo near his home, beside he destroys
thousands of harmful insects. The robin
builds a very substantial nest of grass,
bound together with mud, generally raises
two broods, but buildsanew nest each time,
inlow bushesor onledgesaround buildings.
Threetofiveplainbright blueeggs.

The King Fisher lives aong rivers
and skimsthewater —diving down suddenly
forasmall fish.

The Brown Thrasher is an early
arrival and fond nesting in shrubbery near
house or walks. Or if near the woods in
brush piles, or low bushes. Itisafinesinger
and hasno bad habits.
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The Wood Thrush is very much like
the thrasher in appearance, not quite as
large, alittle shorter tail but has very much
the same cinnamon brown color, and
speckled breast. Not quite so full of song.
Nests in brush piles, thorn bushes or low
bushesinthickets.

The Cat Bird arrives about thefirst of
April, is rather silent on first appearance,
but later about nesting time he finds his
voice and makes the welkin ring on fine
mornings. They spend much time in and
about the garden and according to
government bulletins is deserving of much
respect. It is of adark slate color above and
grayish below. Is somewhat of a mocking
bird and can imitate to perfection the mew
of akitten. Many a i
boy has been led
away from its nest ;-4
to seek the kitten <&k
supposed to be
somewhere in the. "%
thicket. It migrates %, " &
early in fall, but “Fem,
don't journey far HFeTETEL
southtowinter.

The old time Martin and Bluebird
are seldom seen with us so much now, tho
50 or 60 years ago almost every farmhouse
where there were boys had one or more
houses up for them. On the advent of the
English Sparrow, the other house birds are
required the same entrance were driven out
or got disgusted with the pesky persistence
and left.

In and about the garden
we have the crested Fly
Catcher and the Blue Gray
Fly Catcher. Birds about the
size of the House Wren but
longer bodied and longer tail,
nests usualy in holes in trees
in old orchards. Great insect
catchers.

TheKingMartin or Bee
Bird is one of the most
voracious feeders on insects
we have. It isamigrant and noted for many
good deeds. It hasakeen eyeand watchesits
nest with eternal vigilance. If a hawk or
Crow COmes near its nest it pounces down
upon hisback in away hewill not return as
long as Mr. King Martinis on guard. It was
supposed that he was amarauder on the bee
colony but it has developed that he is of
more benefit than injury to the bees. The
bees he catches are mostly drones, and
whilein the business he catches honey flies,
moths and other insects that more than

: _.
r
S

. Cat Bird

Fly
Catcher

make up for thefew beesthat he catches. He
is of dark slate color with white markings.
Has border of white on the sides and across
theend of thetail. Nestsinold trees 15t0 40
feet up. Threeto four eggs of creamy white
blotched with bright spots.

The Cuckoo is
a very common bird
in many parts of the
state. Back and tail
black or nearly so.
Under part of body
grayish. Not quite as
largeastheJay. Often
around old orchards
where it destroys the
tent caterpillar and other insects. From its
habit of givingitscall just beforearain
itissometimescalled the Rain Crow. It
has been supposed by somethat it, like
itsEuropean cousin, laysitseggsinthe
nest of other birds, but such is not the
case. It makesits own nest and hatches
its eggs by incubation the same as
other well-behaved birds. Builds a
platform nest and lays four to six
greenishblueeggs.
TheCow Birdistheonly birdwehave
that never builds a nest. It deposits one egg
in the nest of some smaller bird that she
happensto find away from home. Theeggis
hatched and the bird reared by the foster
parents, often to the destruction of the
rightful offspring by crowding _
them out of the nest, or by «. __ -
starving them to death by. . -

absorbing all the

rusty blackbird. It§:s
follows the cows about
inthepasturesor ridesontheir backs,
= feastingonthefliesor insectsthat the
- coOwsstir up. Theonly harmit doesto
other birdsischeating them asbefore
mentioned.

The Bronze Grackle or Boat
Tailed Blackbird is one of our largest
migrating birds. He is a handsome fellow
with the metallic shimmer of his neck and
shoulders he makes quite agay appearance.
Heis quarrelsome and has been accused of
destroying the eggsof other birds. Certainit
is he hasn’t many friends outside his own
tribe. He is said to be very fond of roasting
ears. But | believe that he destroys enough
obnoxious insects to pay for all the corn he
eats. Nests pretty well up in atree and is
among thefirst to start building.

2 ?-:I-House Wren
LR

It is hard to conceive of a more
desirablebirdthanthe BaltimoreOriole. It
charms us with its sweet song and we are
delighted with its bright orange colors as it
flits from tree to tree among their leafy
branches. It is the most unique nest builder
of al our birds. Makes it purse
shaped and suspends it from a
branch so near theend that it is safe
from any predatory animal and
hidden under the leaves so that
predatory birdswill not discover it,
or if they should they cannot get
= intoit, and you will haveto wait till
the leaves fall to discover it
yourself. They raise only one brood
and migrate early. They are great insect
destroyersand very beneficial birds.

The House Wren is a very desirable
bird about the lawn or garden. Liveswholly
oninsects. It is very friendly and seems to
prefer being near to man. It will make its
nest in any sort of abox or birdhouse put up
for it. The entrance should not be large
enough for a sparrow to get in. About an
inch is the proper size. It will raise two or
three broods in a season. About seven or
eight days is required for the incubation;
another two weeks and they are ready to
leavethe nest. The male spendsagreat deal
of time in the singing, yet helps feed the
young. There is a small wren with a short
tail known asthe Winter Wren. Nests along

fence row, or old logs and
woodpiles.
There are many kinds of
Owlsin the state, large and
small.
We have several varieties
of Woodpeckers, some of
" the wintering in the state.

The Red Head has a firey
red neck and head, black shoulders and on
the tip of the wing. The under part of the
body and middle of the wing are white. It
nestsin old trees or telegraph poles, on bare
wood. Four to six eggs.

The Hairy Woodpecker is a little
smaller than the Red Head, and is mottled
black and white with asmall red spot on the
back of it's head. Nests in deep woods in
holesintrees. Threeto six eggs.

The Downy Woodpecker is an
exceptionally finelittlefellow. The smallest
of the lot and most friendly. Mottled black
and white; nestsin holdsin trees; four to six
eggs, and one brood in aseason. Sometimes
awinter resident. Woodpeckersare all fond
of grubs, and are provided with ahard sharp
bill for drilling into treeswherethey locatea

Oscar Owen, aka“ Jake,” would grow up in Goodland and marry
DorisKay on November 23, 1925. We know she had at | east two sisters,
Florence who would marry aTaylor, living in Kentland and Mary, who
would marry a Mead and live in Morocco. Could the Mead that she
married be amember of the Samuel Mead family that Jacob and Fannie
livedwithinBenton County in 19007 Possibly.

Doris was born on July 3, 1904 in Warsaw, Indiana. Jake was
mentioned in the Goodland Centennial publication as ashoe salesman,
both he and Doris were active members of the Goodland Baptist
Church, Dorisalifetime member of the Royal Neighbors. They had one
daughter that was stillborn, another daughter, Judith Carol, and three
sons, Owen Frank “Duke” born September 8, 1926; Richard E. “Dick,”
born September 23, 1932; Robert L, who isliving today in Renssel aer,
Indiana.

Jake died on September 2, 1962 after three months in the St.
Elizabeth Hospital in Lafayette, Indiana, of lung cancer. Doris died on
March 27, 1980. Sheand Jakeare buriedinthe Goodland Cemetery.

Duke graduated from Goodland High School in 1944, and was a
member of the United States Navy from November 2, 1944 to August
16, 1946. Hereturned to Goodland after the service and remained there
until his death on July 6, 1997. Richard and hiswife Arlene are retired
and live in Florida. Rabert, graduated in 1957 from Goodland High
School, and is currently living at the Alternacare Wing of the Jasper
County Hospital.

Judith Carol, born February 4, 1940 also attended Goodland
schools. On August 4, 1955, she married Frank Nuss. They later
divorced. Judy had three children, Stephen, LisaAnnand Lori Ann. She
along with her two daughters were living with her mother Doris in
Goodland at the time of her death on March 1, 1967. She died in an
automobilecrash, andisburiedinthe Goodland Cemetery.

Atonetime, family traditionsand storieswere passed amongst the
members of this family. Proof is in repeat of names throughout the
generation. There had to be astory linked to these members, as several
of the names passed through every generation. The ribbon that runs
through this family history isthat family isfirst. Over the generations,
family looked after family—they took care of their own. This sense of
integrity continues to wind through the family, as Lori, Lisa and
Stephen'sfamiliesreflect thisfamily tradition.

Indiana Resources For Genealogy Research
StatewideL ibrariesand Archives

Genealogy Division, IndianaStateLibrary

IndianaDivision, IndianaStateLibrary

M anuscript Section, IndianaStateL ibrary
IndianaStateArchives

IndianaHistorical Society Library

NationwideL ibrariesand Archives

Historical Geneal ogy Department, Allen County PublicLibrary
National Archives—Great L akesRegion, Chicago

Family History Library System, Geneal ogical Society of Utah
Statewide Organizations

IndianaHistorical Society

IndianaGeneal ogical Society

Society of IndianaPioneers

Top, left, Jake
French; top right,
Richard and his
wife Arlene
French.

Right, we do not
know who this
young fellow
might be, but in
the background
is the Goodland
Depot.

Below, the Dolan
Garage of
Goodland. There
are a couple of
additional photos
taken in front of
garage, perhaps
they are of the
Dolan.
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sister of Juditha, Charity are living in Warren County,
Indiana with Juditha's children George, Humphrey and
William They had two children of their own, Owen, born
about 1837, Mary, born1841. 1t wasthought that therewere
two additiona girls, Judith A. and Anna, but nothing in the
records reflected these children. Again, they may have died
ininfancy, and also may have caused the death of Charity on
December 22,1847, the sameyear Warner’ sfather died.

On August 16, 1848, Warner married Mary Lester.
They had three children Isaac, born 1849; Elizabeth, born
1854; Jacob Owen, born January 15, 1856. Jacob Owen is
the great-grandfather of Lori and Dick. Mary died with the
birth of Jacob in 1856, and hisfather died soon after. It was
at this point that he and his younger sister Elizabeth would
be placed with arelative, Jacob and Diannah French, living
inlllinois. They were only babies. Wherethe other children
livedisnot known.

This Jacob and Diannah would play animportant role
in Jacob Owen'slife. By 1860, he and Elizabeth were back
in Indianaliving with their uncle Felix and hiswife Nancy.
Our Illinois Jacob and hisfamily had decided to homestead
to Kansas, after the Indian territories opened up, probably

taking one of the offers that the railroad companies had = F=%
offered to homesteaders. Itisknown that they would pay the &

settlersto movetheir entirehousehol d, livestock and family,
with the purchase of land along therailroad. Thismove may
have beenthereason Jacob and Elizabeth stayedin Indiana.

However, in 1870, Jacob and Diannah, as well as
Jacob Owen, would be found in Kansas, living in separate
counties, farming. Elizabeth would have been married by
thistimeto Caleb Hopkins, and would eventually liveinthe
Lafayette area. An 1885 mid year census of Kansas listed
Diannah asawidow. Thismay have been when Jacob Owen
returnedto Indiana.

Something motivated Jacob Owen to locate to Jasper
County, Indiana. Where, when and why is not known, but
we do know that he met and married Fannie Hoyse in
Rensselaer, on June 16, 1890. Fannie was the daughter of
George W. and Hester A. (Knowel) Hoyse. Her siblings
were Cynthia A., John N., Nancy J., Blanch, Mary and
Amanda. Mary would marry a Sears and live in Danville,
[1linoisand Amandawould not marry, andlivein California.

Jacob and Fannie were living in Union Township,
Benton County, Indiana, in 1900. They were living with
Samuel Mead on hisfarm. Jacob worked as afarm laborer,
while Fannie kept house and raised their two children,
Leonard, born about 1891 and Addie, born 1895. In 1894,
they moved to the town of Goodland, Jacob still working as
afarmlaborer. On March 4, 1904, Oscar Owenwashborn.

Jacob and Fannie were members of the Goodland
Baptist Church, with Fannie remaining a member of the
Royal Neighbors organization for 51 years. Jacob died on
August 30, 1934, at the age of 74 and Fanniein her homeon
Perry Avenue, on April 22, 1955 at the age of 85. They are
both buried at the Goodland Cemetery.

Leonard would never marry, and would live in
Chatsworth, Illinois for most of his life. His sister Addie,
remained at home with her mother, working at Dormeyer's
in Goodland. She died on September 25, 1979, andisburied
inthe Goodland Cemetery.

French Family Photographs
Jake French’s family album was packed with photographs, none of

them identified. Lori was able to identify some of them, hopefully
someone will eventually fill in the blanks for her.

Left,. back is Jake French, to his left is his father, Jacob French, the
fellow on the leftis unknown. Right photo, Addie and Jake.

Doris (Kay), Jake and Fannie (Hoyse) French. This photo was
taken atthe same time as the one on page 12.

To the right
pictured are
Owen F. “Duke,”
Doris (Kay)
French and !
Richard , “Dick,”
French.

grub. When they have cut the wood away to
thegrub, they thrust their tonguesintoit and
draw the worm out. The tongue is provided
with barbs which hold the victim on the
tongue. All beneficial about old orchardsby
destroying grubs and moths that infest
orchardtrees.

One of the most interesting of the
woodpecker family is the Flicker,
synonyms: High Hole, Yellow Hammer,
and Goldwing Woodpecker. It lives mostly
on the ground and feeds on ants, devouring
them by the thousands. It makes it nest by
excavating a cavity in atree or snag. Eggs,
fourtonine, inMay, generally.

The farmer has no better friend than
the Field
Sparrow, a

» little gray
i1 _brown bird,
s va little
ffﬂ'r{?.-{‘j"g‘r%}; larger than
%{f;ﬁ the English
i SParrow.
" Nestsonthe
ground in fields or pastures, sometimes
right in the middle of a corn hill. Feeds on
insectsand raisestwo broodsin aseason. In
September, they begin to gather in flocks
and feed on weed seeds. A little later they
head for thesouth.

Our list of useful birds would not be
complete without the Ruby Throated
Hummingbird. In color, a metallic green
on the back, white below, a ruby red spot

Q u I I I & I n k Featuring Poetry Written by Newton County Residents

Small Change

By Marian Strosinski

Although |’ m not aNewton County native
(I wasborn el sawhereyou see)

| Lovemy adopted hometown

Inasmall community

Atfirst]| wasn't pleasedwithmy lot
(Thehousewassmaller)
My furniturewasNOT!

But my husband assured me, that thiswasthebest.

Comparedtothecity, we'dleft.

Away fromthe constant rat race
Toretirein peaceat amuch slower pace.

under the throat, and a forked tail. The
female a little plainer. Small nests set
saddle-wise on top of a horizontal limb.
Lays two eggs. Last year these birds were
very numerous over fields of red clover,
whether they aided in distributing the pollen
and fertilizing the clover blossoms, | am not
able to say. They visit about all of the late
flowers in the gardens and may aid in their
fertilization. They arelate arrivalsin spring
and latein leaving in the fall. .

It is a great favorite with the
children and also with the
grown-ups. We like to watch
it dart in and out among the
Nasturtiums gathering nectar - ::
from the flower then to
disappear and as suddenly
reappear from nowhere and away again,
seeming to never tire, and we never tire
watching it. We see it occasionaly in
repose. They are said to father in flocks in
autumnincertain places.

The Meadow Lark is perhaps the
most voracious destroyer of grasshoppers
and cricketsof all thewildbirds. [t may eat a
little corn and wild berriesin season, but its
principal food is composed of insects. Its
familiar whistleisaharbinger of spring. As
it comesin March, it often hasto battle hard
snowstorms for its life. Many a cutworm
meets its Waterloo by way of the early
morninglark.

The American Gold Finch whose
synonyms are: Yellow Bird, Lettuce Bird

Sing Little Bird

By Shirley Boyd Storey

Sweetlittlebird

highinthetree,
Comeandsing

your songtome.
Fly uponmy

window sill,
Sing aginyour

mel odioustrill
You seem so happy

singingthere
Freetoflye

without acare

Meadow Lar

and Wild Canary. It is a bright yellow.
Crown, wings and tail black. The femaleis
yellowish gray. Nests usually in forks of a
bush, five to 25 fee up. Nest structures of
grass, strips of bark and plant fiber, lined
with plant down. Eggsthreeto six paleblue.
In fal, the color becomes mottled; goes
mostly in flocks. They spend agood deal of
their time in and about the garden in the
summer months, and remain latein autumn.
They are seedeaters. The
i+ sunflower is a favorite food.
The dandelion too comes in
for ashareof their attraction.
Ever since the Dove

=+ brought back to Noah in the
5 Ark the olive branch, it has
K been hailed asthe harbinger of
peace, and it is certainly the most peaceful
of al our birds. It builds a careless nest and
lays two eggs. Both sex take part in
incubation. It raisestwo or threebroods.

Birds, likeman, chooseonly onemate.

| havetried to beasbrief aspossiblein
my description of our common birds. | have
left out several that areworthy of notice, lest
| becometedious. | haveawaysloved birds.
My conception of theland of blissisaplace
where there a lot of birds and no one
disposed harm to them. | thank you. - John
Hershman”

God provided
for your needs,
JustasHe
remembered me.
Teachmehow
toflyesofree
Tolivemy life
thesamefor Thee.
Comelittlebird,
andsingtome

Sing your Happy Melody.

Now over theyearswiththeebb andtheflo
| haveto concede
Hewasright, you know!

Marian Strosinski wasinspired to write a poem about
beinga30year “newcomer” to thetown of Brook.

Its amazing to me at times when | am putting together each issue of
The Newcomer, how thingsseemtofall fromthinair to help mefill the pagesfor
our members. WelI, it just so happened | needed another entry for the Quill and
Ink section, and from my bookshelf | pulled my signed copy of Shirley Boyd
Sorey's poetry book, “ Because He Lives’ and found “ Sng Little Bird”
immediately. How appropriatefor thispage, aswell asthisedition. - Editor

Visit Our Web Site: www.rootsweb.com\~innewton Page 9
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What Good Is A Map?

Submitted by Janet Miller

The Newton County Historical Society has been gifted with three single maps of Beaver, Washington and Jefferson Townships.
These mapsall appear to have comefrom somesort of atlas. Thereisno printed date on any of themaps. On the Jefferson Township map
theyear 1873 iswritten in pencil on the edge of the map. After doing some research we believe these maps are from the years 1874-1876.
Thisisatime period that we havelittleinformation about residentsin our county. We havevery little newspaper coverageat thistime. So,
what good isamap? It showsuslandownersand names associated with our county that perhaps no onewasaware. 1t also showsusroads
that werelocated in different placesthanthey aretoday.

Inthelastissue of TheNewcomer wefeatured the Beaver Townshipmap. RossMcKee, Kentland, gave usthe Jefferson Township
map that is printed in thisissue. The Washington Township map will appear in the next issue. Also, included hereisalist of Jefferson
Townshiplandownersand the commentary that accompanied themap.

Jefferson Township, Newton County, 1874-1876 Landowners

Range9West, Township 27 North

Section 1: P Ferris, Geo. Pierce, T. S. Brecount, Charlotte Karson, Wilderson, Wm. Niese; Section 2: T. S. Brecount, Wm. Littlgjohn,
School House, Timothy White, G. W. White, Charlotte Karson; Section 3: Timothy White, J. Johnson, P. Wolf, T. W. Jones, Jos. Staton,
Sarah Staton, Samuel Humbert; Section 4: C. T. Martin, R. N. Reed Hrs,, I. C. Denney, M. Crawn; Section 5: Eli Pence, School House,
JohnWhitaker, JamesMartin, S. Biddle, JaneBiddle; Section 6: JamesMartin.

Section 7:  James Martin, Addison Williams; Section 8: M. Crawn, Joel Anderson, Addison Williams, John Whitaker, Elizabeth P
Montgomery; Section 9: JuliaA. Knoff, M. Crawn, Elizabeth P. Montgomery, MosesBreese, A. G. Withrow, Mary J. Stonehill;

Section 10: JosephWhite, W. B. West, J. Sell, Sarah Howenstine; Section 11: S.A. Strole, W. A. Strole, G. W. White, J. D. Conklin, Sarah
Howenstine, J. Mc Adams, John H. Wyatt, R. D. Silliman; Section 12: J. Thompson, Jno. E. Patterson, Wm. L. Strole, J. H. Haworth,
CharlotteKarson.

Section 13: A.J. Kent, R. D. Silliman, A. W. Kenoyer, N. Cook, G. Cummings; Section 14: Wm. Littlgjohn, G. M. Herriman, A. Brown,
C. Rettinger, J. Jackson; Section 15: A. J. Kent; Section 16: A. Rudesill, Moses Breese, Aaron Meyers, Richard White, A. J. Kent;
Section 17: Jas. E. Watts, Addison Williams, John Shoaf, School House, James Kenoyer, C. B. Cones; Section 18: AddisonWilliams, G.
M. Herriman, A. Shilling.

Section 19: Richard P. Harden, Ad. Williams, Catharine Parker, A. J. Kent; Section 20: C. B. Cones, Alex Meyers, James Kenoyer,
TheodoreDrake, Chas. V. Lupton,A. J. Kent, JohnAde, E. L. Urmston; Section 21: A.J. Kent, G.A.Voss, C. B. Cones, H. S. McCullough,
Flax Mill, Alex Sharp, M. R. Comparet, J. E. Brown, Town of Kentland, Brick ?; Section 22: A. J. Kent; Section 23: D. Denneau, Albert
Moore, A. J. Kent, Chas. McNowum; Section 24: J. B. Thornton, John Stillman, J. W. Thornton, Wm. Foster, J. H. Perkins, Richard
Currens Est., Stone Quarry. Section 25: McKee & Means, Stone Quarry, Peter R. Vanatta, W. L. Watson, Stephen Altpetre, Geo.
Mclntosh; Section 26: Peter R. Vanatta, L. Shipman Est., R. Spaulding;

Section 27: A. J. Kent, Edwin H. Ney, Wm. Burns, John McDermot; Section 28: Town of Kentland, A. J. Kent; Section 29: A. J. Kent;
Section 30: A.J. Kent. Section 31: Edgar Presher, N. West, D. T. Gillett, J. J. Bonham, H. L. Hinkle; Section 32: E. L. Urmston, Mary J.
Cross, M. Jene, Edgar Presher, J. C. D. Hinkle, John Stinebeck, A. Assendrop; Section 33: R.F. Seal, C. Ward, Gilbert Goff, A. J. Kent;
Section 34: John McDermot, Edwin H. Ney, Wm. Burns, L. R. & C. F. Shackelford, John Shackelford, Wm E. Chancellor; Section 35:
Wm. Ferguson, James Ferguson, Thos. Ferguson, T. & P. Mulligan; Section 36: J. McCabe, A. J. Kent, John Weist Est., Stephen Altpetre,
Thos. McRoberts, T. & P. Mulligan, Henry Bers.

Range9West, Township 28 North:
Section 34: Wm. Littlgjohn; Section 35: Wm. Littlggohn, Wm.A. StroleEst.; Section 36: John Sell, Wm.A. StroleEst.

Range10West, Township 27 North:

Section 1: JamesMartin, I. V. Speck, Kenoyer Hrs.; Section 2: JamesCrowl, A. J. Kent etal, O. Bush; Section 11: O. Bush, D. Reigart,
H. East, . V. Speck; Section 12: SarahV. Speck, I.V. Speck; Section 13: J. Pierce, I.V. Speck, J. W. Dodson; Section 14: |.V. Speck, F. J.
McHarvey, J. C. Boatman, School House.

Section 23: J. C. Boatman, A. J. Kent, Oscar Phelps; Section 24: Saml. Meyers, Wm. H. Drake, Warren Drake, L. E. Drake, F. Austin,
John Strohme Est., Almond Houghton; Section 25: Almond Houghton, P. Easchback, F. Austin, G. Porteus, Thos. Cartan, Peter
Easchback; Section 26: Oscar Phelps, L. J. Burditt, Michagl Stienbeck, JamesFerguson; Section 35: Chas. O. Smith, John Graves, Wm.
O’ Connell, Thos. Reynolds, S. B. Gillett; Section 36: N.West, School House, P. Gaynor, M. Gaynor, NicholasKirch, Wm. Childress, J. J.
Bonham, Geo. Porteus.

and sister placed in Vermillion County in
1860 with her son Felix, and had noted that
the Jacob and Elizabeth E. enumerated with
that same family in 1870 had stated they
were born in Illinois, made me think they
were not Warner's children, as they were
borninIndiana.

At that point, | had pretty much given
up to the fact that | would not find Jacob
between 1860-1890. | knew he had married
Fannie Hoyes in Rensselaer in 1890
through marriage records, so | was able to
locate him after that date in the Indiana
census, but this 30-year period was a big,
black hole!

One more attempt was made by
searching 1880 utilizing the birth date of
Jacob inthe ancestory.com search onemore
time. Thistime, | found a Jacob, and much
more! All of the clues from previous finds
were coming together to reveal the story of
theFrenchfamily.

Had it not been for ancestory.com, |
probably would still be searching microfilm
recordsand racking up milesontheBuick!

After thefactsweregathered, | wanted
to work on the photographs. Since the
French family had members who attended
Goodland High School, | thought they
could be found in yearbooks. The society
website has a complete list of Goodland
High School graduates, as well as other
schools, so finding the French boys was
easy. The Goodland library has copies of
several “Tivoli” yearbooks, and | did find a
few pictures. To my surprise, they had
elementary yearbooks aswell, and | cannot
wait to show Lori her fifth and sixth grade
class photo! Unfortunately, | was unable to
identify any of the photographs.

| searched through the Veteran's
recordsthat we have at the Resource Center
andfound afilefor OwenF. “Duke” French,
Lori's uncle. The family group sheets that
Gerald Born created and donated to the
center from Beaver Township had a Charlie
French, a possible cousin, but my search
didn'tinclude him. TherewasaJohn French
family in Kentland. John was the owner of
the Kentland Gazette from 1877-1891. In
fact, Lori's aunt Addie was the Goodland
correspondent for the Kentland Enterprise
and the Brook Reporter during her lifetime.
My instinct tells me that the Kentland
French family is related to Lori, but that
would beanother search for another time.

| had exhausted all of theresources, so
now it is time to begin writing the family
history.

Organize your paperwork, and then

your thoughts. You might want to make an
outline of the generations—you could use
an ancestry chart or utilize software such as
Family Tree Maker to organize your data. It
will give you reports, ancestry charts, and

possible that he died at birth, or in infancy.
Had he lived, there would have been four
boyslisted under the age of fivein the 1830
census, as Warner was 28 in 1830. Other
family members we know were born in
Indiana. They were Jacob,
born 1827; Felix, born 1829;
Isaac, born 1831; Elizabeth
B.,1834; SarahE., born 1837.
= Philip and Sarah lived and

farmed in Helt Township,
Vermillion County, Indiana,
by 1827, they may have
| owned land, as they were
noted in census records as
farmers. They are buried in
the Towbridge Cemetery, near
Hillsboro, Indiana; Philip
passing on March 31, 1847,
and Sarah, many years later,

Towbridge Cemetery, 2007. Many members of the dying as a widow on

French Family are interred here. Photo by Beth = September 15, 1880.

Bassett.

can even guide you through publication and
booking your family tree. It has many
featuresthat can enhance your family story.
There are other software programs as well.
| hope my search for the French family has
encouraged you to shake the leaves of your
family tree—itsnever toolate!

The French Family

of Newton County

Philip French was a farmer who was
born March 3, 1790 in Kentucky. Little did
he know that 240 years after his death, his
great-great-great-great grandchildren, Lori
Richey and her cousin Dick French, would
be interested in how their family tree
developed over theyears.

Philip married ayoung woman named
Sarah fromVirginiaand settled in Kentucky
making their way of life. Their first born, a
son, Warner was born in Kentucky in 1812.
He was the first in a family of ten children
that grew up in Vermillion County, and it
would be his lineage that Lori and Dick
belonged.

Warner’s siblings included Margaret,
born between 1810-15, married Christian
Leatherman on October 19, 1831; Susan,
born between 1815-20; Melinda, born
between 1815-20, married an Abraham
Lester on December 21, 1843. Abraham had
a sister Mary that would become Warner's
third wife. Records indicate that these four
siblingswerebornin Kentucky.

Dick's information about the lineage
showed a child named Lovis. There are no
records that match thischild'sname, soitis

Not much can be found
regarding the lifestyle of the
family through most of the years of their
lives, only facts and documents remain to
tell their story. They document the
advancement in the years of the family
members, the prosperity that would reflect
in the farm, eventually placed in Sarah and
Philip'sson Felix, and the coming and going
of theneighbors. Deathwasalsoreflectedin
the census records, and grandchildren of
Sarah would be listed in the 1860 census
records in her household, and possibly
another by thenameof William.

In 1870, Felix had chosen a bride,
Nancy A., and they had three children,
Isaac, age 7, Mary, age 6, and George, age 1.
Alsolisted was Jacob, 14 and Elizabeth, 16,
who were placed in the home after the death
of their parents, Warner and Mary French.
In a separate household, next door was
Sarah.

Warner must have had a hard life. He
would have three wives, and raise ten,
possibly eleven children. State marriage
records indicate that at one time he spelled
his name as Warren. His first wife was
Juditha A. Rush. They were married on
January 29, 1829, and were living on their
own in 1830 in Vermillion County, Indiana
with their first son, William D., born about
1830. They had two more children, George,
born 1834 and Humphrey, born 1835.
Judithadiedin 1836. Where sheishuried is
not known. She must have left quite a
legacy, as her name would be carried into
futuregenerations.

In 1840, Warner and his new wife, the
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there were ten children listed, with three
boys between the age of under five years of
age, and only nine children listed. Where
was Warner? Knowing that Philip had died
in 1847, after the 1830-1840 search, |
moved on to the 1860 census records.
Eventually | would search all of theyears of
the census records, filling in details about
births and creating an ancestry chart for the
French family. Prior to thisfamily search, |
wasn't aware that the 1850 federal census
wasthefirst full enumeration of households
in Indiana. My family arrived in America
1857, so | had naturally beganlookinginthe
1860 census for the Zoborosky family. The
1850 census filled in a lot of unknown
information onthe Frenchfamily.

Not only did | find Sarah and the
remains of her family in 1860, Vermillion
County, Helt Township, but | found here
other French families as well. | would be
able to tie these families together with
further research. An abbreviation of the
enumeration appearsindiagram C.

Take a close look at these entries —
what canyou determinefromthem?

Diagram C

Did you notice that Warner was not
listed here? Whereishe? The obvious place
tolook would bethe 1850 federal census.

Work on one generation at a time.
Answer all of your questions for each
generation asmuch asyou possibly can-this
will help you when you go to the next
generation line. Write your speculations
down, and any questions you might have
about the other generations for future
reference. This will keep your thoughts
focused on the particular line you are
working now.

| found Warner in the 1830 Indiana
census, he had ventured out on hisown, and
had married hisfirst wife Judithaand had a
child. We were on our way! My methods of
searching census records each generation
continued through all of the census years,
giving me a better idea of the family line. |
then went on to look up birth, death and
marriagerecords.

When | began working on the third
generationthat resided in Newton County at
the turn of the century, Jacob Owen, | knew
that obituarieswould beavailable, aswell as

1860 US Federal Census - Vermillion County, Helt Township, Indiana

Per sonsat thisabodeasof Real Estate
June, 1860in thisfamily: Age Sex Profession /PropertyValue
French, Sarah 63 F
French, Sarah E. 22 F
French, Felix 29 M Farmer 2200/765
French, Elizabeth 7 F
HenriettalL ester 13 F
William French 22 M Farmer /100
Separate househol d—two househol dsfrom Sarah:
French, Jacob 33 M Farmer 800/507
French, JohannaH. 30 F
Phillip 11 M
ThomasH. 8 M
Mary E. 6 F
IssacR. 2 M
JamesE. Harris 25 M

This is when speculation begins. Get
your calculator out and keep it handy. You
will want to determine the year of birth of
each person by subtracting the age from the
year of the census. Take note of the
birthplace of theindividuals. Thiswill place
thefamily in alocation (place of birth,) at a
specifictime (age.)

Take alook around the neighborhood.
Many times you will find other family
members nearby—as in this case, or you
might find neighbors that could eventually
be spousesof your family members.

cemetery records. Thanks to the hard work
of the Newton County Historical Society
members in 1997, our cemeteries were
walked and recorded. These files are
currently on the society's web site, with a
surname search for easy access for most of
them. The Newton County WPA birth and
death records, marriage and census records
arelocated there. The Indiana State Library
has an online search capability for marriage
recordsin Indiana. Our society'sweb siteis
hosted by rootsweb.com, This is a free
access site that has links to every county in

the United States, as well as Internationa
sites. Each site is unique and created by
volunteers, therefore content can be
extensiveto barebones.
| visited the Vermillion County web
sitethinking | might find some information
there on the French family, as well as a
listing for the Trowbridge Cemetery. Sure
enough, they had a listing. Instead of the
spelling being Trowbridge, it is Towbridge,
and many members of the French family
were listed there. Volunteers in 2000 and
2004 had walked and transcribed the
information from the stones. | visited the
cemetery, and was grateful to those
volunteers, as many of the stones were
unreadable today. Seeing the stones
validated many of my speculations, such as
the daughter of Philip and Sarah, Margaret,
aswell asother children that died at ayoung
age. My advice - take a few minutes and
read through the different links found at the
different web sites—you never know what
you canfind!
The death records and cemetery
listingsfor theloca French family revealed
enough information for me to
look for obits at our resource
center. That was my next step.
The early newspapers, prior to

Birthplace 1900, rarely printed a death

Virginia notice as we have come to

Indiana appreciate in today's

Indiana publications. From time to

Indiana time amention would be made

Indiana in the local news columns. If

Indiana you can take a friend along to

assist you with the process of

“the hunt,” not only will you

Indiana enjoy the research alot more,

Ohio their help will be greatly
appreciated.

A key piece of information

about the second generation,

Warner French, was revealed

Ohio inJacob French'sobit. It stated

that his mother died at

childbirth and his father not long after and
that he grew up in the homes of relatives.
Now there is some information! We know
when Jacob was born (1852,) so we now
know when his mother and father passed.
When | was searching for Jacob Owen in
1860 and 1870, | could not find him in
Indiana. His obituary told me that he had
lived with relatives, so naturaly, being an
infant, he had to placed with family
members. | began searching censusrecords.
This time | searched for Warner's
siblings. | aready had Jacob's grandmother

Newton County was organized in 1860. Alexander Sharp was
elected Auditor; Z. Spitler, Clerk; John Ade, Recorder; Elijah Schriver,
Sheriff; Samuel McCullough, Treasurer; and William Russell, Thomas
R. Barker and Michael Coffelt, County Commissioners. The present
county officials are, J. S. Veach, Auditor; D. A. Pfrimmer, Treasurer;
Andrew Hall, Clerk; EzraB. Jones, Recorder; and JiraSkinner, Sheriff.

Washington and Jefferson Townships were originally one, and
bore the name of Washington. Jefferson Township was organized later
in 1860, Reuben White being elected Trustee. The same officeis now
filled by his son, Joseph White. James Martin, Isaac Speck, William
Ross, John Peacock, William Littlgjohn, A. J. Kent, John Ade,
Nathaniel West, Sylvester Root, George Herriman and Alexander
Sharp, were among thefirst settlers. Dr. J. A. Hatch, a member of the

last L egislature, wasthefirst physician and surgeon.

At thefirst election for county officers, Jefferson Township cast
only 17 votes. Miss Lillie West, daughter of Nathaniel West, was the
first child born in the town. The first death occurring was that of

Samuel, son of CyrusLeaming.

Kentland, the county seat, islocated in Jefferson, on Sections 21 and 28,
onthelineof thePittsburg, Cincinnati and St. LouisR.R. Itwaslaidout by A. J.
Kent, and was named after him. He also built the first hotel, and D. A.
McHolland, afterward Col. of the fifty-first Indiana Infantry, the first
residence. John Peacock and William Ross were connected with the first
business house established in the place. The population at the present timeis
estimated at 1,200to 1,500. Thisisoneof thegreat grain depots of the county,
having four elevators, and shipments amounting to about 1,000,000 bushels
annually.

Kentland hasavery fine public school building, erectedin 1872, at acost
of about $25,000. The Principal of the school, B. F. Neisz, is a so the County
Superintendent. Therearefour churchesintheplace. In 1870 amost theentire
business part of the town, including the hotel, was destroyed by fire, but it has
since been rebuilt in amore substantial manner. There are at present about 40
business houses, 1 bank, 6 law firms, 6 physicians and 3 real estate agencies.
All lands embraced in the township are tillable. The principal products are

corn, oatsand flax. o
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Focus on Families

H O N E s where your story:begins

by Beth Bassett

My association with the historical
society began in 1999 when | visited the
Resource Center in Kentland to research my
ancestors. Since that time, my interest has
expanded to researching local history as
well as helping others discover and follow
the paper trail sthat lead to their ancestors.

These discoveries at one time could
take weeks of visiting libraries,
courthouses, and local historical societies,
sometimes traveling great distances to visit
cemeteries to become more familiar with
the area where our ancestors lived. But to
the earnest researcher, you really do
not mind “the hunt,” as | cal it, as
these time-consuming tasks are
usualy well worththeeffort.

Utilizing federal, state and
local records such as census &%
enumerations, birth and death |
records, obituaries and marriage :
records is highly recommended to .8
begin a family search. Accessing
these records years prior usualy
turned out to be a tedious task. As
time has gone by, access to many of
therecordsinthesefacilitiesare now
available on theworld wide web, aka
the internet, making research as
simple as a click away-well,
sometimes!

There are several free sitesyou
can access for information, but the
paid subscriber sites usually go into

document the information and then
compare it to other records you research
alongtheway.

Two of my favorite sources are the
census records and obituaries. It isamazing
what you can find in the neighborhood
around your family in the census records,
and the obituaries often revea many
personal aspects of the individual, such as
their interests or hobbies. | have discovered
the maiden and married names of parents,
sisters, brothers, cousins, aunts and uncles,
as well as their locations at the time of the

The Goodland branch of the French family tree.
right, Addie, Joann, Judy, Owen “Duke;” back row, Doris,

much more detail, and generdly  jake and Fannie. - Lori Richey Collection

have the sources of the information
documented with therecords.

Probably the most important tool you
can have is an open mind. You must
acknowledge the fact that mistakes may
have been made when the records were
created. | honestly think that al census
takers used goose quills for pens when
enumerating the citizens of their district . . .
taking afew minutesto familiarize yourself
with the enumerator's writing can help
deciphering thewriting, but not always. Itis
also true that names were spelled as they
sounded, and sincetherewasn't agiventime
when the census taker would arrive, it is
quite possible that not all members of the
household were present. Therefore the
person giving theinformation may not have
been fully informed asto agesand places of
birth. My adviceif this happensto you isto

deceased death in obituaries. Knowing the
location of close relatives opens the door to
other research areas, adding to your family
history.

You can expect to create amountain of
paper during your research, so be prepared
to organize and file them upon creation.
When a researcher can turn one piece of
paper into a three inch thick folder, a sense
of satisfaction comesover you—becausethat
fileis proof that you may have fallen down
the rabbit hole—but you found your way out
and a bit of your family beginnings along
theway!

My goal with this story of the French
family is to share with the Newcomer
readers my methods of researching afamily
history, and stimulate an interest in them to

French Family
of Goodland

seek their ancestors, and ultimately submit
it for publication in this space in upcoming
editions! Sdlfish, | know, but my hopeisthat
if you do decideto jumpintotherabbit hole,
you will have a great time and share your
experienceand family story with others.

My beauticianfor the past 20 yearshas
been Lori Richey. Sheisashirt tail relative,
and over the years our association has
turned into a solid friendship. She is very
much aware of the interest that | have in
researching local history, asmoreoftenthan
not | carry my laptop in with me during my
appointment, to write or review
articlesand storiesfor an upcoming
book or newsletter during my
beautification process, which takes
hours, by the way. She frequently
mentioned her family ties over the
years. | asked if she had any kind of
documentation on her ancestors,
the French family of Goodland,
which she replied that she did, but
not much. | offered her my
assistance in finding more about
them and she took me up on my
offer, sharing her information
emaled to her from a cousin
Richard E. “Dick” French in 2000,
naming her great-great-great
grandfather and his family
members.

Analyzing Lori’s Information
Dick's email revealed four
generations of the French family,
Lori and her cousin shared the same
great grandfather, Jacob French.
HereisDick'semail:

“Our first known relative was Philip
French, born March 3, 1790, He was traced
to Kentucky. He married a Sarah about
1825. She died September 15, 1880 after at
least ten children. She is buried in
Trowbridge Cemetery near Hillsboro,
Vermillion County, Indiana. Philip died
March 31, 1847 and is buried near Sarah.
Their children were: Margaret, Susan,
Malinda, Warner, Lovis, Jacob, Felix, | saac,
Elizabeth B., and Sarah Ellen. Warner isour
great grandfather, bornin Kentucky, livedin
Vermillion County, Warren County and
Jasper County, Indiana. No record of him
can befound after 1856.

“Warner had four wives, JudithaRush,
married January 29, 1829 died 1836, their

left to

children were William D. born 1832, George, born 1834 and was unable to follow it via the internet. Perhaps that is path she will
Humphrey, born 1835; Charity Rush, probably a sister of want to follow some day. She aso had 20-30 pictures from an album
Juditha, died December 22, 1847, children of Charity were that at one time belonged to her grandfather, Jake French. We
Owen, JudithA., and Mary. There may have also beenan Anna;  speculated that the photos may be cousinsand othersof hisgeneration.
Mary Luster, married August 16, 1848, died February 26, 1856, Lori recognized someof them, but not many.

their children were I saac, Elizabeth and Jacob, my grandfather;
Elizabeth, papers of Aunt Addieindicated that she wasWarner's
fourth wife. There is doubt that she was his wife, probably a grouprecord (seediagramA.)
sister. Elizabethwasborn 1854 and died in 1940. Sheisburiedin
Renssel aer, but wenever found agrave.

Checking Official Documents
My first task wasto use the email information to fill out afamily

The first know generation, Philip and Sarah (Unknown) French
originally werein Kentucky. We know their birth and desth dates, and

“Jacob married Fanny Hoyse of Rensselaer. They hadthree  that they were buried in Trowbridge Cemetery near Hillsboro,
children, Leonard, Addieand Owen“ Jake” Owenwasmy father.  Vermillion County, Indiana. Since they were buried there, it is likely

Addienever married and Leonard had no children.
“There are a lot of questions about the family we can't
answer and nooneislefttoask.”

that they livedthere.

This generation lived at a time when there were federal census
records, but they only enumerated the head of the household, and

She aso had an email from another cousin, who was counted the number of male and femalesin the household with an age
tracing the very early generations in England for the French  range, not their exact ages, (see related diagram B.) In Indiana, 1850,
family. they began amore detailed enumeration, and since Sarah did not pass

Getting Started

until 1880, there would be some details available on the family. We

One of the first things that you should do is take note of  knew that Philip and Sarah were buried in Vermillion County, and he
what you know now, andwork back fromthereif youdonothave died in 1847, so he should be in the 1840 Federal Census. So that is

any information at all. Who are the parents; the grandparents, wheremy search began.
their occupations; where did they live; where are they buried.

| turned to the internet for this information. | have a personal

These simple questions can bring forth information to get you subscription to www.ancestory.com, a wonderful research tool.

started with your research. Lori filled me on her generation However, if | would not have had accessibility to theweb, | could have

information that would bring usup to date on her family.
Therewas areferenceto afamily feud in Lori'sinfo, but |

Family Group Record

Apeestry.com.
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Diagram A. The Family Group Record is an essential tool when researching, recording and
organizing family facts. You may download this free of charge at www.ancestory.com.

1850 United States Federal Census
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Diagram B. This census form as well as other years are available at www.ancestory.com,
free of charge. Many other research forms are also available.

goneto thelibrariesto use acomputer, or to read the censusrecordson
microfilm if 1 was unable to operate a computer. Most of our local

libraries have our county
census records, but rarely state
or nationwide. That is why
ancestory.com is a wonderful
site—-you have the entire
universe at your fingertips.
Other records on line, such as
other census years, social
security death index
information, birth and death
recordsthat could beassociated
with your search are also
displayed.

TheVaparaisolibrary has
a great genealogy department
and were very helpful to mein
1999 with my family research
project. Theinternet was not as
popular at that time as it is
today, so | manually searched
through their microfilm
records. | know of others who
have researched at the
Tippecanoe Historical Society
and Library, the Indiana State
Library and Historical Society,
and the Allen County Library
with much success.

After finding Philip and
Sarah in the 1830 federa
census of Indiana, |1 could
estimate birth dates for all of
the family members. Except,
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