
EarlyHistoryandPioneerFamilies
IntheextremenorthernsectionofNewtonCounty,Indiana,liestheKankakaeeswamp,

knowntoearlyFrenchvoyagersastheGrandMarsh.Fewpeoplepassedthiswayasitwas
knowntobethelandofcrawlingreptiles,dreadfulvarments,andseethingwithcountless
wildlife.ThislandofuntolddangersrepresentsthebackgroundofthepresentLakeVillage.
Littleauthentichistoryisknownoftheearlyperiod,asthosetraversingthewatersandwilds
oftheKankakeemarshlandswerenothistorians,butwerehasteningontotheotherandless
formidabledestinations. Lasalleandhisfol lowerspassed through in 1679, butleftlittle
history.Itissaidthatthelastbuffalowaskilledin1790;passengerpigeonsdisappearedin
1870;deerwerestillprevalentin1880;andupto1891,ThomasRogersBarker,andhisson,
AlexanderLanier(Ned)Barkerhadtrappedmorethan3,000timberwolves,earlymenaces
ofthearea.

ItisknownthatseveraltribesofIndians,theWyandottesandotherPrairieIndianbands
roamedthisvicinity;thelastknowngroupthatdweltherebelongedtothePotawattomie
tribe.IndaysgonebyIndiancampfirescouldbeseengleaminginthedarktogivesome
comfortfor thosetravelersdaringenoughtobravethenightinthisterrifyingwilderness.Old
Indianpitsandtoolswerestillbeinguncoveredonfarmsaroundthecommunity.

ThenobilityofEnglandtraveledtothissectiontohunt,asthislandwastrulyahunter's
paradise.Intheearlydaysthemainoccupationwasthatofthetrapperandhunter,andthe
swan market was very heavy; the beautiful feathers brought good prices for use in
decorationsformilady'sbonnet.

About1827oneoftheearliestknowntradingpostsintheareawassituatedeastofLake
Village on the Kankakee, and was
called Trader's Point, or the Blue
GrassDepot(thisspotisknownas
BlueGrassinthepresentday).This
depotwasoperatedbyoneGurdon
S. Hubbard, a trader, who tookhis
wares to Momence, Illinois, where
they were carried on to Chicago
markets.

Intheearly1830'shorsethieves
and desperadoes abounded in the
area close by, known as Bogus
Island, butoperationswere carried
on throughout the Marsh territory.
Thecountrywassodesolate;liquor
flowedsofreely;andcrimewasso
rampant that pioneers hesitated to
settlehere,butitwasaperfectsetup
for the renegades who needed a
hidingplace.

Our pioneer families were not
easily daunted, as evidenced by
history,andthosemen withaneye
forthefuturedesiredtosettle here
for agricultural purposes. Due to
Beaver Lake, only land drainage
would make farming a possibility,
soagroupofmen appealedtothe
ContinuedonPageTwo
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This year ’s fa i r commit tee ,
consistingofBillandJeanPhilips,Janet
Burton, Marian Strosinski, Laura Allis
and chaired by Jim Robbins, out did
themselves in providing the fair-goers
with outstanding entertainment and a
great booth display. Members of the
societyvolunteeredtheirtimeto“man”
theboothatdifferenttimesthroughout
theweek.

Visitors were given packets
containinginformationregardingfamily
history, a county map, and general
society information. Each night, door
prizes were given away, a choice of a
societyt-shirtor totebag,withagrand
prizegivenattheendoftheweek.

Among the entertainment featured
wasJenny Markle of Monon spinning
wool, pictured above. Kenny Stone
picked some tunes one evening, line
dancing and dulcimer music on other
nights.

Postedonthewallsoftheboothwere

thecoloringcontestwinnersheldearlier
thisyearbythecommittee.Fourthgrade
students from all Newton schools
participated.

The true to scale model of the
RoselawnSchoolcreated bytheT&G
classofRoselawn,wasalsoondisplay,
aswellasafewantiquesofthepast.

Thanks for this committee for
gettingthewordouttoourcountyabout
oursociety!Greatjobeveryone!

LouiseandGeorgeC.A.Bryant.Photo
contributedbyGeraldBorn.
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thestateforsuchaprojecttobecarriedout.
In1853 landdrainage was begun and the
government of the United States gave
swamplandgrantsorpatentsunderanact
earliergrantedtothestateofArkansasfor
reclamationofswampland.itwaslaterthat
Lemuel Milk of Kankakee started his
drainage workon the landnowknownas
Conrad territory, and which in later years
belonged to his daughter, Jennie Conrad
andherhusband.

BeaverLakeditchwhichrunsnorthand
south, west of LakeVillage,wasfirstdug
outbyspade,underthesupervisionofChris
Larson,thenitwasfurtheropenedbyJack
O'Conner to let the water through, and in
lateryears,teamsofhorseswereusedonthe
highergroundtopullthedirtaway.

OldBillBurton,fatherofHenryBurton,
wholivedonthefarmnowownedbyLloyd
Arbuckle, patented a ditching machine to
cleantheditches.A
cable was used to
pulltheplow,along
pole was put from
banktobank,anda
4-horse team on
e i t h e r s i d e
accomplished the
job.HenryRainford
wasthetown'smain
"ditcher",andcould
b e h i r e d o n
contract.

D o w n t h e
Beaver Lake ditch
to the old Hendryx
place where Jim
H a l l e c k , d a i r y
owner, and family
residedwasawater
wheelusedforpowerforchurningbutter,
and when the many fish returned from
spawning,theywerecaughtinthiswheel,
andweresothick,theyhadtoberemoved
withapitchfork.Oldsettlersmaintainthat
whentheSouthwindblew,thewaterswent
withit,andwhenthewindchanged,onthe
banksweredepositedcountlessnumbersof
fish,chiefamongthemtheperch.Anentire
family's dinner could be obtained by
pickingupfish.

Earliest know settlers included the
Dillons and the Wades. Dick and Enoch
Wadeownedthelandwherethefirstschool
was built, thecemeteryground, farmland
wheretheHarryChristensonslive,andthe
Newellproperty,northofthepresentRoad
10.TheWadesgavethefirstacreofground

thatmadeupthepresentcemetery.Itwas
later enlarged bythe gift of an additional
acrebytheMarshalls.Inthiscemeterywas
buried therenegade, and supposedlywell-
educated,MikeShafer,whospeltterrorto
theinhabitants. In earlyhistory hefigures
prominently for his many evil deeds and
upon burial, he was dumped into a hole
amidst jesting and hilarity, without the
benefitofacoffin.

In theearly1800's,apossemadeupof
thewoodsmenofthisterritory,pursuedand
killedahorsethief,whohadbeenharbored
by oldMikeShafer.hewasburiedinahill
acrossfromtheJennieConradhome,andit
wastoldthethiscommunitywassohealthy
thattheyhadto"killamantostartagrave
yard".Oldtimeresidentsliketoaffirmthat
thissamehorsethiefwasdugupbydoctors,
and now his skeleton graces the science
roomofMoroccoHighSchool!

Someoftheearliersettlersincludethe

family names of Halleck, Kight, Stoner,
Malone, Bunch, Mott, Dudley, Hess,
Barker, Lawbaugh, Burton, DeWolf,
Rainford, Brandt, Jenkins, Tommy
Christenson, Marshall, Wills, Nichols,
Bingham, Hansen and others omitted for
lack of information. Later came many
others who have aided Lake Village in
becomingthethrivingcommunityitnowis,
doing extensive farming and establishing
businesses. Among these were the Cools,
Davis,Gephardts,Newells,andanumberof
Danish immigrants, Sorensons, Julius
Christensons, Madisons, Chris Johnsons,
and Frandsons.No doubtthereweremany
others,buttheyalsoareomittedforlackof
adequateinformation.

In 1867, John Stoner and his wife,
Margaret Walker, purchased 40 acres of

landfromDillon,whichwassaidtoinclude
the best orchardsinLakeTwp.,andsettled
inthefirstloghomeinthevillageandwhich
hadbeenbuiltbyDillon.Thishomebecame
knownasStoner'sHouse,ortheLoghouse
Hotel.Itis said that in thoseearlydays,at
mealtime,alargedinnerbellwasrung,and
often from 20 to 30 persons, woodsmen,
visitingfarmers,etc.,wouldrespondtothe
call-mealswere25cents.Thishotelstood
near thepresentLawbaughhome,andjust
west of this was the village blacksmith
shop, owned andoperated byMr.Stoner.
John Stoner was a pettigog, noted for his
"lawlearnin",andwasanadvisorformany
people, among them Hy Gooden and
LemuelMilk,wealthyKankakeeians.

(It maybenotedherethatHyGooden,
thoughawell-to-doman,wasnotedforhis
carelessattire,andwasoftenmistakenfora
tramp. It issa id he took great delight in
travelingtoChicagoanddickeringforland

and what not to the
dismay of the "sellers"
who, unaware of his
plentiful currency,
would reiterate that
"thisistobeacashsale,
thisisaCASHSALE!)
To Margaret and John
Stoner were born two
girls, Eva (Metcalf),
Ella (Bunch), now
deceased,andoneson,
H e n r y w h o s t i l l
operates a grocery
store in Lake Village
and is oneoftheolder
livingresidents.
A c r o s s f r o m t h e
cemetery, on the land
owned by the Wades

wasLakeVillage's first school, built b y a
manbythenameofHawkins,acommunity
center for everything from church to
politics. Other schools in the outlying
districts weretheNorthStarParsons,and
StateLineSchools.TotheWadeSchoolin
1867,attheageoftenyears,cameVietta
Snyder, now the Village's oldest survivor
(knownas"grandmaBryant,age91years).
HerfirstteacherwasaMeriahJenkins,the
Snyder familyhadmovedfromMomence
toafarm,knownnowastheHalseyDavis
place.

In Courtland County, State of New
York, in 1837, was born George C. A.
Bryant,oneoftheearlypioneersandoneof
LakeVillage'smostcolorfulresidents.He
was confederate prisoner during the Civil

Pages Of The Past
ThefollowingexcerptsarefromTheKentlandEnterpriseduringtheSummer of1900,
transcribedbyJanetMiller

Thefirstestablishedchurch-Cathlolic.The StonerLogBoardingHouse

Kentland

Brook

Goodland

Mt.Ayr

Roselawn

Morocco

C. W. Wickwire Drowned Yesterday
(June7)Ourpopularsheriffloseshislifein
what i s k n o w n a s T h e B r a d y H o l e o f t h e
IroquoisRiver.Sadnewsisflashedoverthe
countylikeathunderboltfromaclearsky.
Thebodylayinitswaterygraveanhourand
ahalfbeforerecovered.Untimelyendingof
a useful life. The Brady Hole is in the
Iroquois River, near the Stonehill Bridge
andadjoiningthefarmofWill H.Ade.

Charivaripartiesshouldbesureoftheir
victimsbeforetheysallyforthontheir"tour
oftorment."ThepartythatoperatedonFifth
street Friday night seems to have been
barkingupthewrong tree.

Anexplosionofgasolineatthehomeof
Ephraim Sell Tuesday morning caused a
gooddealoffrightandsomelittledamage.
Thegasolinewasbeingusedinthefamily
washingandanumberofpiecesofclothing
were burned before the fire was
extinguished.

The Commissioners were in session
Monday andTuesday,andthefollowingis
of record (1) Retail liquor licenses were
grantedtoJohnFlahertyofKentland,Tony
StrickfaddenofBrook; andSamuelKight
of Lake Village. (2) The contract for
painting 100 bridges was let to Harry V.
Miller of Morocco at and for the price o f
fifteencentsperlinealfoot.(3)Theofficeof
trustee of Colfax township was declared
vacantandJamesA.Sammonsappointedto
theoffice.

We are informed by the present
Surveyor, that from 1880 to 1893 the
Surveyor's record No.1, was destroyed,
containing all the surveys from the
organization of the county to about1880.
The present Surveyor has made a new
recordofallcornersfoundbyhimthatwas
recorded in said record No.1. and will
continuetodoso, ifreelected,makingno
chargesorfeesforthework.Mr.Hawkins
announces himself th is week for
renomination.

A travel ing doctor gave s o m e
anatomical and surgical demonstrations at
the office of Dr. McCain Friday evening
beforethelocalphysiciansandanumberof
citizens.Thedemonstrations,consistingof
dislocating jointsandindividualcontrolof
muscles, were marvelous and of great

interesttothosepresent.
JoeAdewhilespendinga few days at

theKentRanchinColfaxTownship,hadthe
misfortune to break his left collar bone
whilescufflingwithafriend.

Mr. and Mrs. John Schuh were in
Kentland Tuesday attending the Hartman-
Schuhwedding.

Wm. Crawn and family are packing
their household effects and will leave for
Kansasnextweek.

TheconcertgivenbytheChicagoGlee
Club under the auspices of the Epworth
League wasoneofthebestentertainments
ever given in Brook. Their male quartet
was fine and the program was clean. The
League cleared something over forty
dollarsontheentertainment.

Chas. Mullen has purchased the brick
block occupied b y II. D.Majors, and the
barbershop.Consideration$1.500.00.

The Halleck telephone lines reached
Brook lastweekandwereconnectedwith
theMcCraysystem.Kentlandisnowpretty
well connected with allherneighborsand
withtheoutsideworld.

A.B.JenkinswenttotheHubyesterday
onbusiness.

The young girls, fifteen or twenty in
number, had a mother hubbard picnic
Tuesday. The rain spoiled their plans of
goingtotheriversonotwantingtogiveup
allopportunitiesforapleasanttimeandlots
of fun,securedawagonandhayrackand
spenttheafternoonandeveningindriving
andallseemedtobehavingagoodtime.

BorntoJ.J.GaretyandwifeJune5th,a
boy.

W. R. WooleyonlastMonday bought
the furniturebuilding ofJ .H.Cr is le rand
willmovehisstockofgoodsintothesame
in the near future. Mr. Wooley will live
above the store. J. H. Crisler will sellhis
furniturestockatcostsohecanvacatethe
roomforMr.Wooley.

Workonthenewelevatorwasresumed
thisweek.Themainpartoftheelevatoris
up about fortyfeet.Thecarpenters had to
waitonlumber.

Three horses were killed by a freight

train here Monday night, the property of
NelsJensen.

Fred Tannerishavingawelldrilledon
hisfarm near thisplace,buthasnotasyet
struckoil.

LeroyTempletonshippedfivecarloads
of cattle t h e n i g h t o f t h e 4 t h a n d 4 o n t h e
nightofthe5th(July).Thesenineloadsare
destinedtoSouthAfrica.Theywerebilled
toJerseyCity,NJ.,atwhichpointtheywill
take transports for Liverpool and South
Africa. They are for the use of England's
soldiers. Theshipment is likely going the
longestdistanceofanystockshipmentfrom
RoseLawn.

Capt. Graves of Morocco was in
Kentlandthelatterpartoflastweeksellinga
very useful article in the shape of an
instrumenttoholdanobstinatehorsewhile
inthehandsofthevillageblacksmith.

The soldiers reunion held at Morocco
last week was not the complete success
hopedforbyreasonoftheinclemencyofthe
weather.However,fullysixtyveteranswere
onhand,manyofwhomwereaccompanied
by their families. In the morning Rev.
Tuggle delivered the address of welcome
and a suitable response was made by
ComradeJ.A.Hatch.Anadjournmentwas
then taken until after dinner and the
comradesandtheirfamiliesthereupontook
possession of the tables upon which was
piled enoughfoodtocomfortablyfeedan
army.Itispossibletheveteransofthecivil
wararegettingtoooldtofight,buttheyare
young enough to do ample justice to a
dinner like the one provided for the
occasion by the hospitable people of
Morocco.

IsanyonereadingPagesofthePast?I
washopingtogetsomeresponsetoseveral
itemslistedintheSpring,2001issueofThe
Newcomer.Thefirstquestionis:Whatisa
crokinole contest? Secondly, has anyone
seenabookthatholdstheinformationofthe
100thanniversary oftheestablishment of
the territorial form of government in
Indiana?Thirdly, Whatwasthe L. L. H.
Club organized by the ladies of Mt. Ayr?
And last, wherewasWaterValley?Please
notifymyself or the editorifyouhave the
answerstothesequestions!Thanks-Janet
Miller.
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ruffians who liked to terrorize the vicinity
cameintostartabrawl.Theywereaskedto
leave,butinsistedupondancing, and in the
midstoftheexcitement,vanishedtakingwith
them all the beer kegs. A group of men
jumpedontheirhorsesandfollowedthem,
shooting as they ran, but in the dark the
pursuitwassoonover,andthemenreturned
tothedance,minustheirdrinks.Earlynext
morning,youngJackJenkinshuntingforhis
father'scows,sawabeerkegunderatreeby
the Burton farm, andwhenheinvestigated
foundadyingman,oneoftheinterlopersof
the eveningbefore.Themanwhoshothim
was taken before the court, charged with
manslaughter, but received a very light
sentence,duetothecharacterofthemanwho
wasshot.

Inearlydays,religionwasbroughttothe
people by the circuit riders whocame and
held services in the homes. The first
establishedchurchwastheCatholicChurch.
Theypurchasedtheschoolbuildingthatused
tostandwherethepresentschoolis,removed
the topofthebuildingandmoved it to the
northernpartoftown.Itwaslaterpurchased
bytheOddFellows as a lodge hall and in
recent years was acquired byClark Shuler
who made it into a hatcher and living
quarters.

Togobackto1881,anewspaper,theStar
Journal, was publishedbyCharlesW.Lee,
teacherinlowergrades.Duringthis period,
WilliamKenneywasthevillageblacksmith;
Mrs. M.L. Elijah conducted a m illiner and
dressgoodsstore;J.B.HessandSondealtin
drygoods,groceries, boots andshoes;J.A.
DeWolf conducted a general store for all.
HessandDeWolfwerebrothers-in-law,their
stores being across the street from one
another. DeWolf's on thesiteoftheClaude
Rainfordfillingstation,andHess'sstoodon
thegroundsoftheRoyalBlue.

WilliamCheeverswastheownerofthe
gristmill,andwasreportedtohavethebest
corn meal available. This mill was up on
stilts,placedinthehollownexttothepresent
homeofCecilFlagg.

Mr.Bryantreallyownedthefirstgrocery
store, locatedwherethecreamery building
stands,andinitwasthefirstestablishedpost
office.Thisstorewaslatermovedonthesite
oftheChristensongarage,butthebuilding
burned, and all post office records with it.
ThenthepostofficewasmovedintotheHess
Store.

The first postmistress was Mrs. John

Linton, ithasbeentoldthatpeoplelikedto
tellherthatherclockwaswrongjusttohear
her retort, "I go by my own time". Her
husband, who helped her in thepostoffice,
soldpatentmedicine, and liked toadvertise
theirwaresasfollows:"willmailyouorpill
youwithequalpleasure".Mailwascarried
formanyyears by Lincoln Lawbaugh, who
diedin1948inhislate80's.

Thefirstandonlydrugstorewasowned
by"Hume"Sammons,andhewasassistedby
DaveHess, whoboardedandroomedatthe
LogHouseHotel.

Horse trading was quite common, and
oneoftheearliestfiguresrememberedwas
oldThadMott,knownformilesaround.He
traveled the country driving a hearse like
buggyuponwhichwastheinscription,"Tis
Bad To Be Deaf, But Hell To Be Poor" -
DealerinHarnessandHorses.

In 1904, three railroad companies
surveyedforatrack,theMonon,ThreeI,and
New York Central.Warren McCraymadeit
possibleforthissurveytobemade,andthe
New York Centralwassuccessful. Thedeal
wasclosedin1904andin1906,thefirststeel
waslaid.

(Editor's Note:This articlecontinuesto
describethelifeandtimesoftheLakeVillage
area,andwillbereprintedinlaterissuesof
TheNewcomer. Thanks goes out to Fannie
Collins,whosharedthiseditionoftheBrook
Reporter,datedMarch10,1949.Itwaspart
of special section completely dedicated to
Lake Village and it's schools. She assisted
W.O. Schanlaub inorganizingthismaterial
graciouslypublishedbytheBrookReporter.
A copy of this entire special section is
available at theNCHS Resource Center in
Kentland. It details the community
organizations and churches, as well as a
variety of pictures of the students of their
schoolsfrom1929-1947.)

History of Lake Village frompageThree
MountAyr-frompageFive
thesummermonths,myunclegaveanickel
everydayandIwasallowedtowalkupthe
street to the Kriz Store all by myself. I
would buy an ice cream cone, and walk
backtograndma’s,lickinganddripping,all
theway.

Iwasalsopermittedtowalktotheendof
the block, turn east and walk just to the
elevator.Icouldnotcrosstherailroadtrack
and I could not cross the street. During
warm weather, I went exploring almost
every afternoon after nap time. I would
walkupthestreet,passthestorewhereIgot
my ice cream, meander by thelittlesnack
barwhichmusthavebeenafun-placetobe-
I could tell from the laughter, occassiosal
naughty word and the smoke drifting
through the openwindow.Iwastoldnever
togointhereandIneverdid,butthatdidn’t
stopmefromwonderingwhatwassofunny
insidethatbuilding.

OnthecornerstoodAshby’sHardware.
Mrs.Ashby,averylargeladywithgreyhair
knotted in the back, spent a lot of time
standingatthefrontofthestore,lookingout
thewindow. Thisladydidnotlookhappy,
and I did not like her looks, so when I
reached the edge of the hardware store
building,IwouldrunasfastasIcoulduntilI
reached thecorner.ThenIwouldturneast
and stand by a line of trees to catch my
breath. Mrs. Ashbyfrightened me; I don’t
knowwhybecauseshenevercameoutside
and sheneversaidoneword to me, b u t I
couldnotwalkbyherstore!

Ifmymother,whoworkedattheSink’s
General Store, located on the corner,
diagonially across the street from the
HardwareStore,sawme,shewouldcome

outthefrontdoorandtellmetogobackto
grandma’s. Then I had to run past the
hardwarestore-again!

Everytimethetraincamethroughtown,
Iwouldstandwithmygrandpaandwatchit
chug downthetracks.Thetrainwascalled
“Old Coley” and grandpa said it was the
only train talked about in the Bible. In
explainingthisfacttome,hesaidthatinthe
“GoodBook”OldColeywasdescribedasa
creepy,crawlything.

GoingeastonChicagoStreettherewasa
barbershop,ameatmarket,acreameryand
a grain elevator.TheBlacksmith Shop was
across therailroadtracks and was the last
businessonthenorthsideofChicagoStreet.

OntheSouthSideofChicagoStreetstood
the weighing scales for the elevator, next
cameadancehall,DeWeeseGeneralStore,
TheStateBank,andavacantbuildingonthe
cornerwasusedbytheschoolasagym.The
traindepotwastothesouthofthedancehall.
Onthesouth-westcornerofChicagoStreet

stood the Sink’s General Store and
continuingonsouth,therewasapostoffice,
the Evangelical United Brethern Church
andabarbershop.

BehindtheSink’sStore,andonChicago
Street,Dr.Martinhadhisofficeinhishome.
Hesawpatientsinhisofficeandhe made
house calls. He always seemed to know
where to take the babies he carried in his
littleblackbag.Iknowthisforsurebecause
hecame to our houseinOctoberaftermy
thirdbirthdayinMarchandwhenheleft,he
forgottotakethebabyboythatcameinhis
bag!

The Methodist Church was located
behindtheschoolandtheMilliganGarage
waslocatedonthenorth-westcorner,across
fromtheschool.Thetelephone office was
located to the north of the garage and the
Baptist Churchwasacrossthestreettothe

east.
The pickle factory and the tile factory

werelocatedonMarionStreet,eastofthe
townsquare.

The towngraduallychanged. As people
died and buildings collasped, there were
fewerbusinessesandwheninhighschool,
the postofficewasapartoftheKrizStore,
the snackbarwaslonggone,Mrs.Ashby
had died and the building was empty for
severalyearsbeforeKennethBlankenbaker
openedarestaurantandsalvagestoreinthat
location. When Frank DeWeese died, the
elevatorstoredgraininthelowerpartofthe
building.TheOddFellowLodgemembers
metupstairs.Laterthe grainwasremoved
and YarrowKrizopenedagrocerystorein
thedownstairsrooms.

TheBaptistChurchbecametheChurch
of God,Milligan’sGaragebecameBrown’s
GarageandBillHerre hadagasstat ionin
thefrontpartoftheformerschoolgym.

TherewasnolongeraCreamery,Meat
Market, Barber Shop,EUBChurch,pickle
factoryandtilefactory.Norwasthereatrain
depot. The dance hallwas torndown and
Sink’sStorewasamemory.

WhenIgraduatedfromMountAyrHigh
School in 1946, there were the two
churches,onegarage,twogrocerystores,a
blacksmith shop, an elevator, two gas
stations,atavern,andthetelephoneoffice.

In1947,RoseandEdHeistandbuil ta
cafeonthegroundwhereSink’sStoreonce
stoodandin1948,Iopenedabeautyshopin
oneroomattheBrannamgasstation,which
waslocatedonthecornerofChicagoStreet
andStateRoad55.

Ineedtoelaboratemoreontheschoolin
MountAyr,afterall,itwasaveryrealpartof
the townformanyyears.Thefirstschool
was a frame two-story building with four
rooms.Thepresentbuildingwaserectedin

ThisphotooftheTileMillinMountAyrfromthe“HistoryofNewtonCounty,
1985”,isca1888.Lefttoright-EdBell,Mrs.Marietta(Graves)Bell,daughter
Bernice (Bell)Hayworth,Mr.AndMrs.CoudaStucker.Othersnotknown.

Thisphotoalsofrom“TheHistoryof
NewtonCounty,1985”,isthebuilding
inwhichablacksmithshopowned
originallybyGeorgeCorbinwas
located.LaterEliChupp,whoworked
forMr.Corbin,tookoverthebusiness.
Ca1908-1910.

1. What township was the first to
consolidateschools?
2. Who owned thefirst automobile i n
Kentlandandwhatkindwasit?
3. Whatwasthelargestfreshwaterlake
inIndiana?
4.WhendidtheschoolinConradclose?
5.When was the first Kentland
telephone directory issued with how
manyentries?
SseeanswersonPageTwelve).

EnosStore
ByCaseyHall,NorthNewton

Back in 1963 Ed and Fern Hale
returned to their home state after Ed
retiredfromtwenty-oneyearsintheNavy.
TheymovedtoEnosandopenedtheEnos
Store. You see, Ed and Fern were my
Grandparents.

TheEnosStorewasopensevendaysa
week.Storehourswerealwaysfrom6:30
to9:30,nomatterwhatdayoftheweekit
was. In twenty-nine yearsofowningthe
store, my grandparents only closed the
store for twohalf-days. One w a s f o r m y
great grandma'sfuneral,andtheotherfor
my great grandpa's funeral. The store
neveronceclosedforaholiday,orforany
othersignificantreason.Forsomereason,
which nobody knows for sure, my
grandfatherrefusedtoclosethestore.

Manypeoplewouldcomeinthestore
every morning.Theretheywouldgoand
getacupofcoffeefrommygrandpa,and
sitthereanddrinkthecoffeeandvisitwith
grandpa. My grandpa was a wonderful
person to his customers. He trusted
everybody.

He would let people charge their
groceries to a bill, and have the person
repayhimlater.Idonotknowofonestore
today that I can walk into and tell the
cashierthatIamgoingtoputthisonmy
bill. I surewishIcould,butnobodycan
trustnobodythesedays.Mygrandpahad
hisownmeatcutterthereatthestore.You
askyourself,well,itisastore,whatisso
unusualaboutthat?Well,mygrandpaand
grandmawouldmakehomemade
ContinuedonPageFourteen

McCray Scholarship
Winners 2001

Doyouhaveyourcopyofthe
NewtonCountyHistorical
ColoringBookor“Ralph”The
StoryofBogusIsland?WhyNot?
219-474-6944

Watch forinformationabout
theupcomingMorocco
SesquicentennialBookandhow
toobtainyourcopy!



the Swede Cemetery. It was even more
spookycominguponthecemeteryatnight
withtractorlightsmakingshadowsshifting
between the tombstones. One night, two
littleredeyescameoutofthecemeteryright
at Bob Sheldon. Hewasreadytol i f t the
plowandrunforhomebeforehefoundoutit
wasanowl.

NewellJohnsonandhisfatherhadhigh
classbigredhorses. Hisfatherwasajudge
at the Morocco horse fair. One day we
neededatractorthathadbeenmaroonedby
afootofwaterfromacloudburst. Newell
putonhiskneehighboots. Wehitchedthe
horses to the tractor. Newell cracked the
whip and said, "Giddiap." The big red
horsesleaned into the harness,butnothing
happened. Newellturnedaroundandgave
me a dirty look. Heneverswore or got
excited. ThenexttimeheholloredIknew
thetractorhadtohelpsoIletouttheclutch
andwesailedthrough the water like on a
boat.

Newell's father did not tolerate
drunkeness. HetooktwoyoungSwedesin
his buggy to Morocco. When they got
drunkinMorocco,heputthemouttowalk
home.

Andrew Sandberg was the last in
Morocco to vote the prohibition ticket.
Andrew fired a steamship across the
Atlanticeighttimes. Hehadtoscoopextra
coaltomakeupforthecoalthedrunksdid
notscoop. Hehadshoulderpainssobad
thatonespringhehadtogotoHotSprings
and his young sons planted the corn.
Drinking was not acceptable in Swedish
church society. Those who thought they
neededalcoholfortheirhealthhadtodrink
itdowninthebasementoroutinthebarn.
Relatives brought it in from the city. It
wouldhave beenatotaldisgracetobeseen
buyingitinMorocco. TheDonovanchurch
ladieswereproudthattheyvotedDonovan
dry forever. Around 1950, the grocery
store owner saidhewouldclosethestore
unlessDonovanturnedwet.Itisstilldryand
withoutagrocerystore.

Floyd Grant told me the saloon w a s a
terrible sight before they voted Donovan
dry. Drunkssprawledalloverthefloor. I
knowhowthathappens. Atanofficeparty
theyaskedmewhatIwantedtodrink. They
boughtmeacheapbottleofwinenooneelse
wanted and for economics sake I had to
drinkitdry. Ijustmanagedtocrawltoacot
in the ladies room before I passed out.
WhenIwasfouryearsold,myfathertook
metoCadJohnsontotakethe"cure". Cad
poured me a big tumbler and I drank it

straight withoutwater. Itburnedlike fire
goingdown. Ineverwantedwhiskeyafter
that. YoucouldtellCaddrankwhiskeyby
therednoseonhiswhiteface. Youcouldn't
tell it on the sunburned Swede farmers.
Some called Cad an "ambulance chasing
lawyer". The ambulances ran regularly
during the Depression when nothing else
did. WithCad'shelp,theJohnsonsbought
land in theDepressionwhenothershadto
sell and jazzed up the house with an
imposingwidebrickporchacrossthefront.

WhenNewellJohnsonretired, hewent
outofhiswaytorentthelandtoaJohnson.
ButthisJohnsonwasnotonlynotarelative,
hewasn'tevenaSwede.Hisniecerectified
thatsituationbyrentingtoadistantrelative
whowas descendedfromSmolanders. She
solved the name problem bymovinghim
fromhisCarlsonhousetoaJohnsonhouse.
Names were not all that important in
Smoland. We just added "son" to our
father'sname. HalfofSwedenwasnamed
Yohanson (Johnson), Carlson, and
AndersonbecauseYohan (John),Carland
Andre werecommonnames. Ifyoudon't
know J is pronounced Y in Sweden, you
don'tunderstandtheconductorandwillnot
get off at the right railroad station. My
grandfather was naturalized as Johnson,
then he took Swanson so as not to be
confused withhisneighbor,who also had
thenameCharlesJohnson.Isuppose i fhe
hadnot,hewouldhavebeencalled"Charlie
ontheHill.”

TheseveralArtAndersonswerecalled
bynameslike,"ArtontheStone Road,"and
Art"Swift". UncleErnest,whowasbornin

Sweden was not naturalized or name
changed,buthevotedanywayandwentby
Swanson like the rest of the family.
GrandfatherSandbergnevertoldanyonehis
nameinSwedenwasCarlson. Luckilywe
knewthevillagewherehewasbornandthe
date.TherewasonlyoneboynamedAndre
born on that date. My father's name on
birth records was August. He used
"George". Iwoulduseanothernameifmy
namewasAugust,too.

Another reason the Old Swedes kept
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NewtonCounty HistoricalSocietyByYvonneKay

I had prepared a farewell statement for this column, when I
thoughtIwouldbetheoutgoingpresidentoftheSociety.Butwith
theeventsoftheJuneannualmeeting,Ihadtothrowthatawayand
startanew.Priortotheannualmeeting,heldattheChristianChurch,
Brook, the Chair of the nominating committee, Gerald Born,
approachedmeandsaidthathewasunabletofindapersonwishing
torunforPresidentandthatifhewasunabletofindacandidateby
the timeofthemeeting, would I considerrunning againfor the
office.InamomentofweaknessIsaidIwould.Notonlywasthe
committeeunabletofind acandidateforpresident,butforsecretary
aswell,andhemusthaveputthesamepropositionbeforeBetty
Risleyforshe,too,agreedtorunagain.DonnaLaCosseagreedto
seektheCountyHistorian'sjob,asJimRobbinsdidnotwanttorun
againtofillthatoffice.Therestishistory.Wethreewereelectedby
aunanimousvoteandwillbethenewofficersfortheSociety.The
positionsof Vice-president,Treasurer,and Member-at-Largewill
bevoteduponnextyearinaccordancewithprovisionsintheBy-
laws. Theothermemberofthe Board istheHeadoftheFamily
HistoryDivision.

Thepasttwoye arshavebeenoneofrealgrowthoftheSociety.
Membership has more than doubled. We now have 171 paid
membershipsandapplicationscontinuetoarrive.Attendanceatour
monthlymeetingsisgood.Wehavebetweenthirty-fivetosixty-five
membersattendingeachmonth.Programshavebeenwellreceived.
Thepracticeofmeetingatdifferentlocationsthroughoutthecounty
startedbythepreviouspresidentshasbeencontinuedandaccounts,
I am sure, for the number of different members that attend the
meetings.TheNewcomerCommittee,GeraldBornChair,andBeth
Bassett as the Editor of our newsletter continues to receive
favorablecommentsandaccolades.Manynewmembershavehad
their first contact with the Society through the newsletter. Jim
Robbins and the Fair Committee continue to maketheSociety's
presence known throughouttheareabytheirprogramduringthe
Punkin’ Vine County Fair. Individual members have carried the
messageofourpasttoschools,groups,friendsandotherhistorical
societies. Inquires arebeing received weekly onthe Internet fo r
people wanting information about Newton County and their
ancestors. The publishing program continues to be active. An
increasingnumberofpeopleareusingourwebpageandithasbeen
givenanawardforexcellence.ANewtonCountycoloringbookhas
been published, has been
reprinted,andacompilationofMoroccoHistoryisbeingprepared
fortheMoroccoSesquicentennial.Thisyearwereceivedourtax-
exemptstatusfromboththeFederalandStategovernments,sothat
we can accept tax-free gifts and thus encourage giving to our
Society.TheOldGoldandBlack,theMoroccoHighSchoolpaper
has beenputonmicrofilmandisnowavailabletothepublic.And
manypeoplehavefoundourResourceCenterandhavestoppedby
forhelpinlocatingandtracingtheirrootsinNewtonCounty.Isee
no reasonwhythispresentactivitycannotgoforwardandwillbe
happy to be a partofourcombinedeffort topreserve the local
historyofourarea.

Nothinghappensinavacuum,andsoitiswithhistory.Weare
surroundedbyothercountieswhich,too,have a richheritage of

history. We need to know our neighbors and how their history
relatestoours.SoforthenextcoupleofyearsIwilladoptagood
neighbor policyandtrytobringpeopleinfromothercountiesto
presentprogramsonsomeaspectoftheirhistory.

Thisisnottosayweneglectthecollectionoflocalhistory,for
wethinkthisisourprimarygoal---thecollectionandpreservation
ofourareahistorybeforeitislost.

Withoutpeoplewhohavevolunteeredtheirtimeandenergy,we
could nothave done the many things we have done in the past
coupleofyears.VolunteersremainatthebackboneofourSociety.
My sincereappreciation goes out to everyone whohasgivenso
freely of their time and energy to making mytime in office so
fruitfulandenjoyable.IhopethatIcanservetheSocietyinthesame
Spirito f thosewhohavegivenin thepas t . I lookforward to two
moreyearsofgrowthandaccomplishment.

“Ralph, the Story of Bogus Island”

UpdateByGeraldBorn,Director
ThemajorfocusoftheFamilyHistoryDivisionforthepastfew

months has been the book for the Morocco Sesquicentennial.
Materialisstillcominginandtherehasbeenaflurryofactivityin
puttingthefamilyhistoriesintheproperform,typingthemintothe
computer and proofreading. A number of members have been
activeindoingthesetasks,includingGeraldBorn,whohasbeen
gatheringandtypingthehistoriesBethBassettwhoisinchargeof
production and layout, Janet Miller, who is handling the
advertising and proofreading. Carrie Evelyn Linduska has also
beenproofingtheprintedsheets,andSuzieHall,whoisdoingafine
jobinputtingarticlesintodigitalform.Recentlythephotographs
thatwillbeusedinthebookarebeingscannedandplacedondisc.
Thescanner,whichMarloweDavisgiftedtothesociety,hasbeen
workingovertime,with200photoshavingalready beenscanned.
JanetandBethhavebeenobtainingestimatesfortheprintingofthe
book.Printing costscontinuetoincreaseandtheremayaneedto
scaledownthescopeofthebook. Thefirstconsiderationwillbeto
publishmaterialthathasnotbeeninbookformbefore. Preliminary
discussionshavetakenplaceonalternativemeansofpublicationfor
material thatneedstobereprinted. To this end theSocietyhas
recentlypurchasedadditionalhardwareforthecomputerandaCD
burnerforreproducingCD's,whichinturnmaybesold.

Saturday,June,9,2001was thedaythatmembers proof read
Riverside Cemetery at Brook. Members Kyle Conrad, Gerald
Born,MikeHaste,RonHumphrey,BethBassettandLarryLyons
accomplishedthistask. Kylehasalsogatheredover500obituaries
from the andothersources,whichwillbe made
availabletotheSocietyinthefuture.Thiswasdoneinconjunction
with compiling the cemetery records as a check on the actual
burials. Itisaninvaluabletoolandwillgreatlycomplementthe
recordsoftheSociety.

The work of the Division and the Society has been greatly
assisted by Wayne Kay, Yvonne's brother-in-law, who has been
installinganimagingprogramintothecomputerwhichwillassistin
convertingthephotosintofilesthatcanbestoredeconomicallyon
CD'sandtransmittedtotheInternet. Hepossessthetechnological
knowledgethatisneededinthisdayandageandhasalreadybeena
help in sorting through themanydetailsthatweneedtolearnin
order toutilizethefullrangeofthecomputer'scapabilities.

The reprint of Jethro Hatch's,
, isalreadybeingwellreceived. Dr.Hatchwasoneofthe

early doctorsinNewtonCounty,whobecamefascinatedwiththe
stories and legends hehadheardoftheBeaverLakeandBogus

BrookReporter

“Ralph, the Story of Bogus
Island” GeorgeSandbergwithhishorseandbuggy,ca1912-1914. Photocontributedby

ByronSandberg.

ThefourSandbergbrothers,Oscar,
George,HenryandBill.Photo
contributedbyByronSandberg.



establishedinWashingtonhemarriedMiss
EdithDavis,aMoroccoyoungwomanwho
was also a teacher in the Newton county
schools. He yearned to return to
Washingtonafterhisbusycareerandalmost
reached that goal, but was prevented to
returnbecauseofillhealthanddiedshortly
thereafter.

EliasCharlesAtkinson,thefatherofall
the Morocco Atkinsons was born
September 17, 1823. He was twice
married. By his first wife, Mary, he
fathered fifteen children, andhadthreeby
hissecondwife.

James,theeldest,wasbornaround1846
inIndianaandhemarriedRhodaWink.

JohnE.Atkinsonwasborn about1848
in Indiana and was twice married, first t o
Maggie Green(July26,1874)andnextto
SarahGoodale(May30,1886) Byhisfirst
wife he had threegirls,whosenames I d o
not have. By his second wife he had ten
children,Fred,Alfred,Lottie,Ruth,Bessie,
CarryandRevaE.plusthreeotherswhose
names I do not know. Frank married
Minerva J. Roadruck, the daughter of
Charles Albert and Flora (Chizum)
Roadruck and had Ethel F. (Clifford E.
Zacharias),ElsieL.(AdamStyck),Bernard
and Fred.Frankdiedin1971andMinerva
in 1984. Lottie married Leslie Vogland.
Both Ruth and Bessie lived at Danville,
Illinois,CarrylivedatBrush,Coloradoand
RevaE.marriedJamesA.Sayler.

CorneliusAAtkinsonwasbornJuly29,
1849atWoodville,HenryCounty,Indiana
and marriedMarch27,1873toMiriamW.
Anderson,thedaughterofWardAnderson,
who was the second postmaster of
Morocco. He died in 1932. A large
assemblyofrelatives,friendsandneighbors
of Cornelius A. Atkinson gathered at the
Methodistchurchtopayalasttributetoan
oldsettler,one,whowasperhapstheoldest
mailcarrierinthestate,notonlyinyearsof
life,butinyearsofmailservice.

Mr.Atkinsonwas82yearsofageandfor
53yearshadcarriedmailfortheMorocco
postoffice. Hebroughtthemailtoandfrom
Morocco and St. Mary, Illinois, on horse
backintheearlydayswhenMoroccohadno
railroad.

It was a saddayinhislifethreemonths
ago whenhewasforcedtodiscontinuehis
servicesbecauseofillhealth.Hewasableto
beabouthishomeuntiltwoweeksbefore
hisdeathwhenhecontractedinfluenza. He
was thesonofCharlesandMaryAtkinson.
HepassedawayathishomeinMoroccoon

March 31, 1932 at the age of 82 years 8
monthsand2days.

Whenhewasjustaladhecamewithhis
parentstoNewtoncounty.Theywereoftha t
groupofearlysettlerswhowerepioneersin
thedevelopmentofNewtoncountyprairie
lands into prosperous farms. The
remainderofhislifewasspentinandnear
Moroccowiththeexceptionofoneandone-
halfyearsspentinCalifornia.

FivechildrenwereborntoMr.andMrs.
Atkinson,twodiedininfancy. Adaughter
Ora passedawayattheageofeighteen. A
son, Charles William Atkinson married
LauraB.Rogers,thedaughterofJamesP.
and Myra Jane (Archibald) Rogers. They
lived at Gary and had Cyril Lionel and
Archibald Barnett Atkinson. Mrs.James
Dick, of Dunn and later of Morocco also
survived her father. The Atkinsons also
raised their granddaughter, Mrs. Leslie
Peters,whomthegrandparentsrearedfrom
infancy andwhowasagrea the lp in the i r
decliningyears.

Elias'fourthchild,RuthAnndiedin1860,
onlytenyearsofage.Ihavenoinformation
on childrenfive,s ix and seven, O. Perry,
RosaAnn,andSarahE.

Theeighthchild,adaughter,HannahJane
married in Newton County, George H.
Elder. TheymovedtoYeoman,Indiana.

The ninth, and tenth children died in
infancy and are buried at the Murphey
Cemetery,Morocco. TheirnameswereE.
AliceandMaryAtkinson.

Theeleventhchild,CharlesE.Atkinson

bornin1864marriedJessieDixonandhad
four children, Ruth, Marian, Paul and
Donald.

ChildrentwelveandthirteenwereAlbert
R.andEvalineAtkinson,bornaround1867
and1869. Thefourteenthchild,adaughter,
OmaBellAtkinsonmarriedonSeptember
12, 1894 George E. Hicks in Newton
County. She movedtoChalmersIndiana.
The fifteenth child, a son, Elias Verlin
Atkinsonwasbornabout1876andmoved
toDesMoines,Iowawherehewaslivingin
1932.

EliasC.Atkinson marriedagainaround
1882 to Mary EllenHicks ,adaughterof
Solomon andPollyHicks. She was born
April 5,1949nearNineveh,BrownCounty,
Indiana. Theyhadthreechildren,George
W., of whom we have written above,
AmeadaM.bornca1886andwhomarried
onSeptember16,1903Claude E. Holley.
Shediedin1967andisburiedattheSmith
Cemetery,locatedinBeaverTownship.

Walter C. Atkinson was the youngest
childborn February25,1888. He married
onDecember31,1912FannieMaySmart.
Walt Atkinsonheldasea tontheChicago
StockExchangeandbuiltalovelyhousefor
his second wife, RubyE.(Briney)on the
southsideofRecherPark. TomAtkinson
washisson.

Need some help putting togetheryour
family history for publication? We’ll be
happytohelpyougetstarted.Ifyouhave
accesstoacomputer,visitourwebsiteto
beginyourjourneyofdiscovery!

Visitourwebsiteatwww.rootsweb.com/~innewton - Page 9
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Focus on Families
FamilyHistoryDivision•GeraldBorn,Director•JanetMiller,Treasurer ByGeraldBorn

Recentlyanold ,dated
August26,1971cameintomypossession.
Thecaptionoveraphotooftwowomenin
an early automobile boldly proclaimed,
First Morocco Girl To Own Automobile.
The two women were Edith (Davis)
Atkinson and her maternal grandmother,
Mrs.LinkWright. She taught George W.
Atkinson (brother to Walter Atkinson) to
drive it whilehewascourtingher.Shetells
howa"seniorcitizen"ofMoroccoremarked,
"Edith Davis just got that car to catch
GeorgeAtkinson,"andEdith's eyes would
light up and she would chuckle,"Andyou
see,Idid."

InthephotoEdithiswearingamaroon
colored sweater with Mr. Atkinson's
footballletters,1908.onit. Hehadasimilar
sweater ingreywithhis1909lettersonit .
They wore them on family outings and
picnics. Theirdaughtersaidsheguessedher
parents were the "swingers" of their
generation, and itwasshewhoshared the
photowiththe when she
was in Morocco attending her mother's
funeral.

Edith(Davis)AtkinsonwasbornOctober
20, 1886 near Morocco and passed away
July3,1971. Hermotherdiedwhenshewas
onlyfouryearsofage,leaving
a sonandthreedaughters,one
younger than Edith, so Edith
wasbroughtupbyhermaternal
grandmother until s h e w a s 1 6
years old, then she went to
Shawnee, Oklahoma to rejoin
her family who had been
reunited after her father
marriedagain.

ShegraduatedfromShawnee
HighSchoolin1904andtaught
school in Oklahoma for three
years, and two years in
Morocco, from 1907 to1909.
In 1909 she married her
girlhood sweetheart, George
W. A t k i n s o n w h o h a d
g r a d u a t e d f rom Purdue
Universityintheclassof1908.
T h e y w e r e m a r r i e d in
Oklahomaandwenttolive in
Washington D.C. Where
Atkinson was connected with
the government during World

War I. The Atkinsons then moved to
Springfield, Mass. to w o r k i n t h e A rmory
there. After the war ended Mr. Atkinson
went to work for Goldbert and Barket, a
subsidiary ofStandard Oil of New Jersey
where he worked for ten years. He died
suddenly in 1934 after the celebration of
their 25th wedding anniversary and was
buriedinMorocco.

He left two teenage daughters to be
educated. Three years after his death the
elder daughter, Mary Evelyn was in the
senior class of Brown University, the
younger daughter Syble Ann, was a
freshman in RussellSage College in Troy,
New York and Mrs. Atkinson was a
housemother of a sorority group in Mass.,
whereshe remained for three y e a r s taking
coursesinHome Economicstofithertobe
adietician. Sheleftcollegeafterthreeyears
withtheeducation,butnotadegree,andher
last job lasted ten years with the Bradley
homeinMeridan,Connecticut.

After her retirement Mrs. Atkinson
traveledextensively. Shedroveherowncar
ineachofthe49statesintheUnitedStates,
made several trips to Canada, tours of
Mexico, and a trip to Europe. Her oldest
daughtergaveheratriparoundheworldfor

her75thbirthdaypresent. Thistookplacein
1962 and was 104daysinduration. She
celebratedher76thbirthdayonboard"The
France"enroutehomefromEurope.

Mrs.Atkinson'sbodywascrematedand
interred at Oakland Cemetery with her
husband on whose stone was engraved
"Hasta la Vista."(Tillwemeetagain). Her
daughters, Mrs. Syble A. Haswell of
Waverliet, New York, and Mrs. Evelyn
BrogrenofNewYorkCitywereatthehome
of Mr. and Mrs. Tom Atkinson. An
invitation to former friends, students and
acquaintanceswasextendedtocometothe
Atkinson home and meet with the
daughters.

GeorgeW.Atkinson,too,camefromone
ofthepioneerfamiliesofMorocco. Hewas
oneof18children,bornin1883. Hewasthe
son of Elias C. and Mary Ellen (Hicks)
Atkinson and was born at the Atkinson
homesteadonemilesouthofMoroccoon
March19,1883.

After finishing the Morocco school
whereheplayedontheearlyfootballteams
and attending Valparaiso University, he
taughtintheNewtoncountyschools. Later
he entered Purdue University from which
institution he received twodegrees in the

engineeringschool.
Due to his scholastic

achievements and fine, clean
character he rece ived an
appointment as engineer in the
U n i t e d S t a t e s t r e a s u r y
department at Washington
shortly after he finished at
Purdue. Atthebeginningofthe
World War he resigned his
p o s i t i o n w i t h t h e U. S .
governmenttoacceptaposition
as chief engineer at the
Springfield,Mass.,armory.

Heheldasimilarpositionwith
t h e G i l b e r t & B a r k e r
Manufacturing Co.fortenyears
and for the past three years has
been a construction engineer in
the U. S. treasury department
withheadquartersatSpringfield,
havingchargeoftheconstruction
ofthePalmerandEastHampton
postoffices.

AssoonasMr.Atkinsonwas

MoroccoCourier

Morocco Courier

FirstMoroccoGirlTo Own Automobile. The two women
wereEdith(Davis)Atkinsonandhermaternalgrandmother,
Mrs.LinkWright.SubmittedByGeraldBorn.

CorneliusA. Atkinsonmayhaveusedthistypeofhorseandbuggyforhismail
deliveries.
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Growing Up Swedish byByronSandberg

AsasmallboyIsawthepaint ingofthe
home my grandparents left in Sweden
hanging high on the front room wall. I
learned we were from a place called
Smolandandthoughtitmustbeheavenon
Earth.

TheSmolander Swedishaccentwas so
differentthatitalmostwasn'tSwedish. The
Swedish dialect was spoken around
Donovan long afterithaddiedinSweden.
Ralph Eckerstrom spoke at a Swedish
university in the dialect he learned in
Donovan. Hewastolditwasabeautifulold
peasantSwedish. ThatbotheredhimuntilI
found outthisdialectisanationalSwedish
treasuretheywanttorecord.

Smolanderswereinventiveandintelligent
because you had to be to survive in
Smoland.

When the crops failed, they made do
withbarkbread. Barkfromthebirch tree
was ground and mixed with rye flour to
makebreadtofillthestomachuntilthenext
crop. It was thisgoodpracticeinlivingon
very little that enabled my grandfather to
payoffthemortgageandthelandfromJohn
Grantinshortorder.

JohnGrantencouragedthisearlypayment
byfrequentlyvisitingtomakesurethatno
moneyort imewaswasted. It musthave
pleased John Gran t grea t ly when
grandfather took the running water outof
the house. It was replaced by the water
bucket in thepant ry tha t I f i l l edf romthe
coveredtankbythewindmill.

The water system took money to

maintain andasmal l
boy'stimewasworth
nothing. The water
bucket saved the
house w h e n the
C h r i s t m a s t r e e
caught fire from the
candles.Abucke tof
water put it out,
otherwise the house
wouldhave burned
down.

Wemarriedmostly
Swed i sh i n this
community until the
1930s. Our Swedish
l a d i e s w e r e s o
a t t r a c t i v e t h a t
A m e r i c a n b o y s
would come all the
way from Morocco
totheSwedeChurch
inhopesofthefavor
ofabuggyride. The
Swede boys stopped
that by rearranging the wheels on the
buggies while the Americanboys were i n
church. No respectable Swedish girl was
goingtorideinabuggymaderidiculousby
onelargeandonesmallwheelinfront.Ivian
KesslerwasoneofthefirstMoroccoboysto
marry Swedish. Vivianwassowel lbui l t
thattheSwedishboyswereafraidtotangle
witheitherVivianorhisbuggy.

Newell Johnson toldme,"Yourtimeis
worth nothing," every time I had a bright

idea for saving work and time. One day
NewelldecidedIneedmarriagecounsel.So
hetoldme,"Ifyougetmarried,don' tgeta
divorce. Divorces cost money." I paid
carefulattentionbecauseIknewNewellhad
studiedthiscarefully. He wasengagedfor
20years,nevermarried. Itwasmywifethat
divorcedmeafter30years. Itwasanofault
divorce. I wastotallyinnocent. It was a
wonderIevergotmarriedbecausemostof
the OldSwedesIknowwerebrothersand
sisterslivingtogether.

Divorces were almost unknown in the
Swedes' community. Jesse Anderson was
theonlyOldSwedewhohadadivorce. It
wasn't his fault either. He married a
divorcingAmericanwife. Hekilledhimself
shortlyafterward.

DelmarBrowntoldmetheOldSwedes
werebackwardbecausetheykeptthreshing
oats long after other farmers replaced the
threshing machine with the combine. He
didn't understand the old Swede principal
that, "Your time is worth nothing."
Threshing keptthewholecountrysidebusy
and out of trouble for a month in the
summer. The bundles had to be shocked,
pitched o n t h e wagon and off the wagon
intothethreshingmachine. Theoatshadto
behauledawayandscoopedinthebin. I d o
notbegrudgealltheexerciseexceptthehot
anddirtyjob ofshockingoats. I liked to
shockoatsinthecoolofnightexceptnextto

Islandcountry
And proceeded to put them into a
fictionalized account of the region. The
storyconcernsthelifeofanorphanboywho
is adopted by a family who lived on the
shoresofoldBeaverLakeandhispathway
indiscoveringhis roots inNewYork.His
adventureswiththebanditti,counterfieters
andhorsethieves,whousedBogusIsland
as a hideout and center for their illicit
operationsisbothrivitingandeducational,
foritprovidesaglimpseoftheareaduringa
time long past. Andofcourseduringthe
quest, boymeetsgirl,fallsinlovewithher
and therehangsthetale. For only $5.00
plustaxthisstorycanbeyours.

frompagesix

A Collection of A Lifetime
Recently,BettyCarlsonsharedagroupingofoldpicturesthatshe
hascollectedovertheyears.Someofthemareshownhere.Shealso
hasacopyoftheprogramfromthe13thAnnualReunionofOld
SoldiersandSailorsofNewtonCounty,heldinAugust,1898. A
photocopyoftheentireprogramcanbeseenatourResourceCenter.
Itlistsallveteransatthattime,aswellasadvertisingfromlocal
merchantsandafewgreatpoemsandsongs.

Thephotosshownherearethefirsttobeseenbymanyof
ourmembers.TheupperrightistheMoroccoBandonparade,

probablyduringa4thofJulycelebration.
TheKennedy&MurpheyStorewas
locatedatthecornerofStateandClay.

ThestreetsceneattheleftisState
streetandLinclonstreet,ca1910,andthe
greatpicturebelowistheC.E.&I.
Railroaddepot,whichwaslocatedwhere
the presentWICbuildingistoday.

Betty hadseveralotherphotos
thatsheallowedustocopythatenablesus
tokeepapermanentrecordofourcounty.
ThanksBetty!

Family History Division

TheAndrewSandbergFamily.Grandfather,Andrew,
Grandmother,Augusta(Peterson),children,Henry,Oscar,
George(Sitting).PhotocontributedbyByronSandberg.

LadiesoftheMoroccoSwedishCommunity.L-R,?Carlson,HazelJohnson,May
Johnson,PaulJohnson,NewellJohnson,?Mrs.FrankJohnson,?,Augusta
(Peterson)Sandberg.PhotocontributedbyByronSandberg.

ResearchyourNewtonCountyFamilies,fromthecomfortofyourhomebyusingourwebsite!
Werecentlywereawarded“ThePurpleFloppyAward”bytheInGenWebgroupwhosponsors
oursite-Ifyoudon’thaveacomputerathome,visitthelibrary,orstopbyourresource
centerinKentland...Onthesiteyouwillfind-
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threshingwasthatitwasthebiggestsocial
activity of the summer. The threshing
dinnersweregreat. You couldeatagreat
amountoffoodwithoutgettingfatbecause
of all of the good exercise. One day at
dinner, I was dismayed tohearmywork
ethic "talked about" byLyle Grant at the
nexttable. Ididn'tknowtheSwedishwork
ethic extended to trotting horses between
threshing jobs. I was walking my team,
takingiteasysittingonthesideof therack
wagon when I heard a great jingle of
harnesses behind me. Then I saw Lyle
Grant gaining on me, then passing. His
horsesweretrottingandLylewasstanding,
taking the shock of the bouncing rack
wagonbystandingontheballsofhisfeet.
Lyle'smotherwasdescendedfromSwedish
royaltysohehadtosetanexample. Itdidn't
make sensebecausewe would always be
waitingwhilethegreatthreshingmachine
wassetwiththewindandbeltedup. The
threshingmachinewaspulledbetweenjobs
byanancientbig15-30tractorwhosetop
speedwasbarelyfasterthanahorsecould
walk. Onedayitfailed. Iwassurprisedto
see a much smaller modern tractor had
enoughpowertopullthebeltthatdrovethe
greatthreshingmachine.

Thentherewasthepartyline. Weturned
acranktomakeallthephonesring atonce.
Ourringwastwolongsandtwoshorts. We
didn'tneedthefiveshortsemergencyringto
call everyone to the phone. Everyone
listenedanyway. Theycalledit"rubbering".
I used tofakehanging up byclickingthe
phone,andIwouldcountthe clicksofthe
others hanging up. We had few secrets.
LidaJohnsonhadtwophones. Shehadone
on the Illinois Swedish party line and the
otherontheIndianaSwedishpartyline She
rankedhighinSwedishsocietybecauseshe
could "rubber" and"talk"about everyone.
Thefearof"talk"keptSwedishsocietyin
line. The boss ladies whoranthechurch
would threaten you by showing how they
could talk about someone else or just by
threatening,"Thereistalk," AuntEttatold
me,"Noonetalkedaboutusasmuchsince
they talked about Uncle Henry when he
refused theinvitationtojointhe KluKlux
Klan."

The Klu KluxKlanwasthe topsocia l
organizationforacoupleofyears. I t h a d a
ritual and a cross, just like the fraternal
organization where Uncle Henry was the
bestinmemorizingandrecitingthemumbo
jumbo. It was against Catholicinstead of
againstNegroes.

FlamingcrosseswerelitbeforeSt.Mary's

in Beaverville and at the housing of
Catholic Italianrailroadworkers. Swedes
havebeenagainstCatholicssincetheysaved
thereformationbydefeatingtheCatholicsin
the Thirty Years War. I twasnotunt i l the
l940s that local Swedes married Catholic.
ThefirstSwedescameherein1851. When
theyfoundedthechurchin1853,theyasked
foraSwedishminister,denominationdidn't
matter. Therewereenoughby1861tha ta
dozenvolunteeredintheCivilWar. In1914,
there were more than 100children onthe
Swedishchurchrolls. Now,thereareonlya
dozen orsoleftwhoareallSwedish. This
community has a large num ber of
descendantswhoearnedthedoctorate(PhD)
We have a least seven. In a typical
population this size, there will be only a
couple. TheonesIknowareBobMunson,
Roger Anderson, Roger Peterson, Ralph
Eckerstrom, Howard Johnson, Burton
Sandberg,andStuartSandberg.

Of these, Howard Johnson and Stuart
Sandberg are leading inventors in their
fields. Howard Johnson was inventor,
presidentandCEOofFarmFans,theleader
ingraindryingdesign. IhadafanHoward
designedthatdriedgrainfasterthanalarger
fan that used twice as much electricity.
Stuart Sandberg is the chief inventor of a
companythatdoesnothingbutprogramthe
computer chips for high speed ADSL
telephone modems. Thirty percent of
ADSLtelephonemodemspaidaroyaltyto

use the patents in Stuart's name last year.
ADSLisnowbeingsoldinKankakeeand
will eventually reach other Illinois and
Indianatowns.

Thephonecompaniesfirstboughtcheap
modems from a French company. Then
newspaper stories complained about
modems that repair men couldn't make
work. Therewasnowayrepairmencould
adjustthecheapmodems. ThelatestVeDsl
modems from Stuart's company can be
adjustedfromthetelephone office. They
can carry twovoicecallsandahighspeed
computer Internet connection at the same
time ononetelephoneline. (Editor’sNote:
TheSwedishCommunitywaslocatedwestof
Morocco and continued on into Iroquois
County,Illinois).
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Mount Ayr As I Remember

ByDonna(Schanlaub)LaCosse

ContinuedonPageThirteen

(As presented to the Newton County
HistoricalSocietyonFebruary26,2001)

ThetownofMountAirywasestablished
on40acresoffarmlanddonatedbyLewis
Marion on October 18, 1882. On this
acreagetherewastobeaschool ,achurch
and a park. He stipulated that when the
school ceased tobeaschool,thebuilding
and the ground on which it stood would
revertbacktotheMarionfamily.

Theschoolisnolongerinexistence,but
thebuildingremains.Itismyunderstanding
theMariondescendantswerenotinterested
in re-claiming theirproperty,so they gave
the building and ground to the town. The
townhasnouseforthebuilding,soitstands
idle, andwilleventually become a pile of
bricks.

Marioninsistedtheparkbefencedinso
the children playing there would be
protected. At that time there were no
vehiclessowedon’tknowfromwhat the
children needed protection - maybe run-
awayhorses!Nowthatcarsandtruckshave
replaced horses, the park is no longer
protected b y a chain link fence that at one

timefeaturedhitchingposts.
The first church was Methodist. Noone

seems to know where they held their
servicesbeforethebuildingwaserectedin
1884; perhaps in private homes or in a
schoolbuilding.

Thechurchunderwentafaceliftin1946
and when the Methodist and the United
Brethern Churches merged, this church
became United Methodist and, 117 years
later, is still serving the community as a
placeofworship.

Sometimeafter 1887, the name of the
townwaschangedtoMountAyr.TheEast-
West streets in Mount Ayr are Rensselaer,
Chicago, Marion and Wood. North-South
streetsareFirst,Second,ThirdandFourth.
Theschool,churchandparkarelocatedin
thecenteroftown.

At one time Mount Ayr hosted a tile
factory, a pickle factory, a grist mill, a
blacksmithshop,arailroad,adepot,ahotel,
anelevator,alumberandcoalyard,grocery
store,flourmealandfeedstore,adrygoods
store, a bank, a drug store, a doctor, a
telephoneoffice,apostoffice,apoolhall,a
newspaper office, hardware store and a
harnessshop.

Therewasalsoafuneralhome,anopera

house,aliverybarn,anicehouseandameat
market. Later, when a Delco plant was
erected,MountAyrbecameamoderntown
featuringelectricity.

I wasbornonMarch7,1928inMount
Ayr.Ilivedthereuntil1933whenmyfamily
movedtoKentland.Wemovedbacktothe
MountAyrcommunityinJanuary1938,and
lived onafarmnorth-westofMountAyr.I
lived thereunti l thewinterof1946whenI
attendedSelans’ Schoolof BeautyCulture
in Chicago andmovedbacktothefarmin
1947 where I remaineduntilIwasmarried
onMarch12,1948.HaroldandIlivedinan
apartmentinMountAyruntilAugust1948.
ThenMoroccobecamemyhomebutMount
Ayrwas,andstillis,myhometown.

WhenIwasalittlegirlIcanremember
threegeneralstores,asmallsnackbarwhere
themengatheredtoplaycards,ahardware
store, two barber shops, a meat market,
creamery, elevator and blacksmith shop.
There was alsoadancehall ,apostoffice,
threechurches,agarage,telephoneoffice,a
bankandadoctor’soffice.

When I w a s t w o years old, I began to
staywithmygrandmotherwhilemymother
workedinoneofthegeneralstores.During

These displayadswereinacopyof“TheMountAyrPilot”,datedNovember3,1910.FannieCollinsbroughtthisintothe
ResourceCenterforustolookatearlierthisspring.

1. ColfaxTownship.
2. "Colonel" J. V. WildasinonFebruary23,
1904. The automobile was a Glide Run
About,madeinPeoria,IL. Itweighed1250
lbs., ran on a six h.p. gas engine, and was
purchasedfor$750. Thetitle"Colonel"came
withthecar.
3. BeaverLake.
4. Atthecloseoftheterm,April22,1927,the
school was permanently discontinued. The
childrenenrolledinthefirstfourgradesofthe
Conrad School were transported to Lake
Village for the year 1926-27. Lee H. Crane
taughttheuppergradesthatseasonatConrad.
Thepupilsenrolledatthattimewere: Grade
5: BessieJames;Grade6: EmmaBingham,
OraHelterbridle,MarieEarley,LevantWahl;
Grade7:JosephBalogh,EarlPrice;and the
lastgraduatesofConradSchoolwere: Grade
8: Edwin Robinson, Delos Best and Louis
Balogh.
5. ThefirstKentlandtelephonedirectorywas
issuedJune15,1896with28namesl is ted .
ThetelephonesystemwasownedbyWillK.
McCray.

ByronSandbergfamily.Top,l-r,
AngelaLafond,ByronSandberg,
StuartSandberg;2ndrow,l-r,Lucas
Lafond,JennySandberg,Makala
Sandberg;bottomrow,l-r,Marta
Lafond,JennySandberg,Kyle
SandbergPhotocontributedbyByron
Sandberg.



Page 14 - The Newcomer - Summer 2001
War, wounded and taken prisoner July 1,
1862.HisreleasewaseffectedSeptember8,
1862 at Tenton, Tennessee with the
following provision, "I, George C. A.
Bryant,CompanyK,4thIllinoisRegiment,
do solemnly promise that I will not bear
arms against the Confederate States of
America orinanywayresisttheenemyby
word or deed or give any information
prudocial to the interest of the said
ConfederateStates of Americaduring the
presentwaruntilregularlyexchangedunder
theseverepenaltyofdeath".Thisdocument
along with a ballot of the Unconditional
Union Ticket with Abraham Lincoln of
IllinoisforPresident,andAndrewJohnson
of Tennessee for Vice-President are
treasuredmementosoftheBryantfamily.

ThelivesofViettaSnyderandGeorge
Bryant are romantically inter-winded.
Vietta married Adelbert Cool, and to this
unionwerebornthreegirlsandoneboy;to
George Bryant and his first wife, Mary,
werebornthreeboysandonegirl.Hishome
wasalogcabin,nowownedandoccupied
by the family. To this home came Vietta
Cool and children, she to act as
housekeeper, and care for the family. She
andGeorgewerelatermarriedandtothat
unionwerebornthreegirlsandoneboy.

DuringtheCivilWaryears,anumberof
familiescametoLakeVillagetosettle,and
many of the inhabitants were Civil War
soldiers.John Bunch,fatherofJoeBunch,
wholivedsouthoftheMason-Dixonline,
was a northern sympathizer. He received
wordthathewastobecaptured,andhefled
forhislife,landinginLakeVillage,without
familyorproperty.Hesentwordbacktohis
son,Joe,togoasfarastheNatchezRiver
withhisoxenandhouseholdgoodsandsell
themtoabuyer.Whenthissalewasgoing
on,theothersideoftheriverwasencamped
Henry Burton, a Union soldier, of Lake
Vil lage-thetwomenwerelaterneighbors
andlivedclosetoeachotheralltheirlives.

In 1868, a young Dr.John F.Shronts,
whooften treated the swampdesperados,
hungouthisM.D.signnearthecemetery,
whichwasknownastheLakeVillageCross
Roads,totreat"swampague"andthechills
of the trappers and woodsmen. He was
assisted by Dr. Keyser. In later years, Dr.
GeorgeRainford, father ofFredRainford,
doctoredtheillsofthecommunity,andthe
lastbabyheeverdeliveredwasLawrence
Rainford.ThedescendantsoftheRainfords
stillmakeupagoodpartofLakeVillage's
population.

Roads were few, and practically
impassable in those early days, the main
thoroughfare being a sand road which is
now US 41. Treacherous quick sands
boggeddownthewagonsonthebackroads,
andafterrains,farmersdrovemanydifficult
extra miles to reach the one passable
highway.Peoplecamefromacrosstheriver
to trade, bringing their pailsofbutterand
eggs. Due to the lack of roads and
transportation, butteroften pileduponthe
storekeepers and became rancid. It was
scrapped into barrels and sold for soap
grease.TheDanishimmigrantswerealittle
morecautiouswith their trading, and it is
said that they did not think Lake Village
gave very good prices so several family
members would pile into a springwagon
andtakethelongarduousroadtoMomence,
Illinois,some13milesaway,wherebutter
brought 15 cents a pound. Lake Village
storesoffered10centsforthebest.

In the early days the town's literati
consisted of the Jim Hallecks (father of
Abram Halleck, who was the father of
Charles Halleck, Congressman for this
district), the John Stoners, and the John
Jenkins, who lived west of Lake Village
where the Gust Lazaraton family now
resides.Oneofthequestionsdebatedinthe
"literaries" was "whether we're growing
weaker and wiser, or stronger and
foolisher".

Onlytwonegrofamilieseverylivedin

LakeVillage,butthemostinterestingwere
theHarris 'swholivedinthe present John
Fordhome.Mrs.Harriswasthecookforthe
Union Army in the same company that
George Bryant was a m ember. This home
waslateroccupiedbyRichardMaloneand
family.

Mr.Malone,oneoftheoldestpioneers,
father of Livingston Malone, drew upthe
firstplatofthetownin1876.Theplacewas
alreadyknownasLakeVillageasitwassaid
whenthefarmerscametotradetheystated
theywere"goingupthelaketothevillage".
ItwasboundedbyMainStreetonthenorth;
SecondStreetonthesouth;MapleBlvd.on
thewest;andLakeStreetontheeast(this
street later became Highway 41).
Afterwardsadditionstothisfirstplatwere
known as Stoner's William, J. & C.Hess,
Hess,andtheBryantAdditions.

GeorgeBryantownedthemainsawmill
business, with John Guilford owned the
town's first dancehall,whichwaslocated
nearthesiteofthepresentStanleyJenkins
home.Theceilingofthishallwasdecorated
withbeerbottlesplasteredinwiththeopen
enddown,theexcuseforthisbeingthatit
madethemusicsound better.

Dancehallswerequitepopularinthose
earlyyearsone,knownasLawbaughHall,
wassituatedclosetothepresentJ.C.Cate's
residence.ClosetotheHalseyDavis farm
wasahomewheredanceswereoftenheld,
and at one of these dances a crowd of

TransportationandTrade

BusinessandEntertainment

1917-1918andhasbeenremodeledfourtimes.
Thegymwascompletedinthewinterof1937andthefirstclasstograduateinthenew

gymwasin1938.Thehotlunchprogramwasintroducedinthefallof1948andMountAyr
HighSchoolwonthebasketballsectionalin1944. Theshopandmusicroomswereaddedin
1954.

In1968,thefirstsixgradesattendedElementarySchoolatMountAyrandinthefallof
1974, Mount Ayr became a junior high school. Elementary students were bussed to
Morocco.

Basketballwastheonlysportplayeduntil1940whenfootballandtrackwereintroduced.
Footballgameswereplayed inMatthewscowpasture, wherethenewCommunityRoom
nowstands.Sincethelocationwasinapastureandthecowsdidnotneedlights,thegames
were playedintheafternoon. Laterthefootballfieldwaslocatednortheastoftheschool
wheretheoldtilefactorywasonceahubofactivity.Thenlightswereinstalledatthefield
whichwasalsousedasabaseballfield.

Thefirstgraduatingclasswasin1921withfourmembers,twogirlsandtwoboys.Before
1921,juniorandseniorclassmemberswererequiredtofinishtheirhighschoolinginoneof
the neighboringtowns.In1928,fourgirlsgraduated andthelargestclasstograduatefrom
MountAyrwastheclassof1967with33classmembers.

A totalof748studentsgraduatedfromMountAyrduringtheyearsof1921until1967.
Therehavebeen184reporteddeathsandfortyalumnusforwhomthereisnoaddress.The
AlumniAssociationwasre-organizedin1958andtheirmeetingsareheldannuallyinthe
MoroccoElementarySchoolgym.

Changescontinuedtobemadeuntilthetownbecameavillagewithoutabusinessand
whatwasonceathrivingtownbecamearesidentialsettlement.

IhavefondmemoriesofMountAyr.Iusetoknoweveryoneintownandthey allknewme.
Notsonow-Iwillbe73yearsonMarch7andduringthoseyearsMountAyrhasgonefroma
workingtowntoaretirementtown.Howandwhythishappened,weoldtimershaveahard
timeunderstanding.Youngerpeoplewouldhaveyoubelievethisisprogress.Regardlessof
thechanges,MountAyrisstillmyhometown,andIhavenochoicebuttoacceptitasitis.

Mount Ayr As I Remember, Cont’dfromPageThirteen

LVSchoolbuilding,abandoned1915.Inthenorthendofthisbuildingwasa
ricketystairwaythatlettotheupperfloor.Allpupilswerehousedintwolarge
rooms-oneupstairsandonebelow.FromTheBrookReporter,March19,1949.

EnosStore-Continued fromPageFour
sandwichesforthecustomer.Hewouldgo
back,cutthe meat,slicethe cheese, and
putwhateverothertoppingsthecustomer
wantedontheirsandwich.Oneinteresting
factaboutthestorehastodowiththetrain
tracks that ran on the east side of my
grandparent's house/store. Trains would
gobytherequitefrequently.

Thewaythetrainstoppedbythestore
wasquiteunique.Whenthetrainarrived,
theengineerwouldgetoutandgobuyhis
groceries. As soon as the engineer was
done shopping,hewouldgetbackonthe
train,andpullforward.But,hewouldnot
pullaway,heonlydrovefarenoughahead
so thegentlemaninthecaboosecouldget
outandgopurchasetheirgroceries.Once,
a tragedy happened with the trains that
wentbyEnosStore.Therewasatrainthat
derailedandhitanpneumoniatank.The
peopleinthetraindiedanditalsocausea
wreckonhighwayforty-one,whichalso
wasafatality.

MygrandmawasanotaryandJustice
ofthePeace.Manypeoplehadtoappear
inhercourt.Thecourtwasalittleroomoff
the store. Many citizens of Newton
Countywenttohercourtroomforvarious
reasons of breaking the laws. She also
performed several marriages for local
people.

Mygrandpawasagreatanddedicated
furtrapper.Whilegrandmaranthestore,
grandpawentouttrapping.Thefurbuyers
would go to the store on Sundays and
many local trappers would gather, with
manystoriestotell,andselltheirfurs.You
canprettymuchsaythatitwasatrapper's
convention.

Generationsoffamilieswouldstopby
thestorebeforeschoolandaftertogeta
quick snack,orbuyathirty-fivecentcan
of pop. Or the bag of chips that cost a
quarterwasahotbuyatthestore.Many
stilltellmewhataneatstoreitwasandit
was ran by two wonderful people-my
grandparents.

One night, in October of 1992,
somebody setfiretothe"goodole"Enos
Store. I t was arson. Luckily my
grandparentswereabletoescape,butthe
storeandthehousetheylivedinwasgone.
The Enos Store wi l l always be
remembered by the people around this
area. The firethatburntthe store to the
ground w a s a tragedy, but it was God's
wayoftellingmygrandpaandgrandmato
retire.

The South Newton Winner, Brandelyn
Tarter, willbepublishedinthenextissue.

Dues(CheckOne)Yearly(July1-June30)
Student($2)___Individual($6)

___IndividualLife($100)___Family($9)
___FamilyLife($175)___Institutional($25)

___Contributing($50.00)
Withsocietymembershipyoumayalsojointhe
FAMILYHISTORYDIVISIONNEWTON
COUNTY HISTORICALSOCIETY,INC.
Dues(CheckOne)Yearly(July1-June30)

Student($1)___ Individual($3)
___IndividualLife($50___Family($5)___
FamilyLife($75)___Institutional($15)___

Contributing($30)___
Asamember,youautomaticallyreceiveacopyof
ourquarterlynewsletter,THENEWCOMERfree!

Youwillalsoreceivenotificationofourmonthly
meetingsforeachdivision.Duesarepayableyearly
(July1-June30),checkyourmailinglabelforstatus
ofmembership.BackissuesoftheNewcomerare
availableuponrequestfor$2.25each.
Name_____________________________________

Address___________________________________

City____________________State___Zip________
SendPaymentto:

219-474-6944

NewtonCountyHistoricalSociety,Inc.
Treasurer,POBox303,Kentland,IN47951

VisitourResourceCenter!
Here,youwillfindavarietyofresearchtoolsforthehistorybuffandthoseseeking

familyhistory.Microfilmofcensusrecords,from1790to1910,2readersareavailable,and
plentyofroomtositdownandspendsometimegoingthroughourotherbooksaboutthe
county,familyhistories,mapsandplatbooks.

Wetrytohavevolunteersatthebuildingataregularbasis: Monday,JimRobbins from
1:00until4:30;Wednesday,JanetMiller from10:00untilNoon;NevCarlsonfrom1:00
until3:30;Thursday,NancyJoPrue1:00-4:00; Friday,GeraldBornfrom1:00until4:30.
Pleasecallfirst(219-474-6944),toensurethebuildingbeingopen.

The county courthouse is just across the streetwithinwalkingdistance,enabling a
researchertoaccesscountyrecords,andwealsohaveacomputerwithinternetaccessfor
otherresearch.Wegivetoursofthecenteraswell,justgiveusacall!

PaulMaginofGoodlandrecentlydonateda
completelibraryofFamilyTreeMakerresearchdisks-agreatplacetofindyourancestors!


