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Spring hats
Barbara Wilfong, Janet Miller and Esta Stevens put away their “Toys” display from last
winter, to make room for our new display. Pass by the Resource Center at 224 North
Third Street, in Kentland, and you’ll be dazzled by the fine collection of Jenny
Washburn’s women’s hats! A colorful and historical collection of spring hats, bonnets
and accessories. Thanks to Janet, Esta, Barbara and Jenny for working together to
arrange this display for our pleasure! Photos submitted by Beth Bassett.
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The Newton County Historical Society meets every fourth Monday of each month. The meetings are held in different areas

of the County at 7:00 p.m. All members are notified of the place and time each month. Don’t Forget - Memberships Make Great Gifts!!

We'd Like Your Input!! We are looking for suggestions for stories, articles and pictures for our next edition of The Newcomer to be published in July 2000.
We know that there are many stories of our past ancestors and their way of life that are just waiting to be told! This newsletter is designed to do just that!!
Ifyou would like to write an article, submit a photo, contact the editor or an member of our society.
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Newton County’s 51st Indiana Volunteer Regiment - Company B

By John Yost

reserved in the collection at the Indiana War
Memorial in Indianapolis is what remains of the
regimental battle flag of the 51st Indiana Volunteer
Regiment. Company B of the 51st Indiana was the
Newton County home company. Tattered and torn by the
twin enemies of shrapnel and time, the flag is much like
many of the Union Army's regimental battle flags.
Centered against a navy blue background is the America
eagle, topped by a field of 34 stars, representing the
number of these United States as they existed prior to
succession, the flag lists beneath the eagle the major
engagements in which the 51st Indiana took part.

The names represent both prominent American
cities and obscure cites little known beyond the most
enthusiastic of Civil War buffs. They also represent the
flashpoints of war where many Americans of the North
and South gave what President Lincoln described as
"their last full measure of devotion."

Consider Shiloh. A peaceful name for a country
religious meetinghouse not far from Memphis. Located
near a boat landing know as Pittsburgh Landing on the
Tennessee River it was here on a bright, sunny day on
April 6, 1862 that a Confederate army under the

command one of the South's most revered leaders Gen.
Albert Sydney Johnston pulled a surprise early morning
attack on troops under Gen. U.S. Grant which were
camped with the Tennessee River at their backs. Just
arising from their tents, the Union forces under Gen.
Sherman were under attack by the charging southern
army. Trapped by the Tennessee at their back and

smaller streams and marshes on the left and right flanks,

could only dissolve in flight or push straight ahead. The
only thing which prevented a total rout was a natural
defensive spot, a sunken road before a small forest. The
Union troops scrambled to the sunken road. The road
became famous as "the Hornets' Nest" so dubbed for the
fierce concentration of shot and shell exchanged there.
Not only did the Yanks have to contend with charge after
charge by the Rebels, but they also had to withstand one
of the fiercest onslaughts of artillery fire yet seen in the
War.

The 51st Indiana was not engaged in the first day of
fighting. It had been stations several miles away under
Gen. Buell's command. They arrived late in the
afternoon and provided a support role in the removal of
the dead and wounded from the field. It was on this

Kentland had one of his most memorable experiences
during the war. Spotting in the dusky twilight what he
believed to be another northern casualty, Higgins raced to
the spot, tripping over the body which was covered by a
poncho. When the body arose from under the poncho, it
turned out to be none other that Gen. Grant getting some
sleep in the rain under the protection of a tree. While the
first day of Shiloh was a Confederate victory, a massive
reenforcement of federal troops during that stormy night
turned the tables the next day. After a second day of
fierce fighting, the Confederates withdrew from the field
in the late afternoon. It was basically a windless battle,
but the toll extracted shocked the nation. The Rebel
forces suffered the loss of 10,700 in killed, wounded,
captured and missing while the Union loss was put at
13,000. All of this was symbolized by a small marsh not
far from the Hornets' Nest. So many wounded soldiers of
both sides crawled to that spot for water and died there
bleeding into the water that the water turned red, and has
ever after been known as "The Bloody Pond."

Stone River was the major battle in the campaign to
rout the Rebels under Braxton Bragg from Murfreesboro,
TN. The Union troops were 42,000 strong and under the

occasion the 13 year old drummer boy Johnnie Higgins of leadership of Gen. William "Old Rosy" Rosecrans. Bragg's

Preserved in the collection at the Indiana War Memorial in Indianapolis is what remains of the
regimental battle flag of the 51st Indiana Volunteer Regiment. Company B of the 51st Indiana was the
Newton County home company. Additional Civil War facts can be found on page 8.

Photo contributed by Jobn Yost.

force was 8,000 fewer than the Yanks. This was a
fourday battle fought from Dec. 31, 1862 to Jan. 3, 1863.
In terms of the number of troops engaged, this was the
bloodiest battle of the war. The Union casualties in
terms of killed, wounded or captured ran to 31 per cent.
The Confederate casualties amounted to more than a
third, including 1,500 who fell in just one hour when
they mounted a failed charge under the command of
former U.S. Vice President John Breckinridge to drive the
Bluecoats from a hill heavily defended with artillery.

The 51st Indiana was engaged in another bloody
affair in the Battle of Franklin, TN. The battle fought on
Nov.30, 1864 ended in a Union withdrawal back to
Nashville, but the victory for the Rebels was an empty
one for the South as its casualties amounted to 7,000,
while the Union lost a third of that amount. Among the
casualties were a dozen Southern generals and 54
regimental commanders, half of the commander they
had in the battle.

The most unusual battle involving the 51st Indiana
was Streight's Raid. Taking place in late April and early
May of 1863. It is represented on the regimental flag as
the battles of Cedar Bluff, Blount's Farm and Day's Gap.
The plan called for five regiments under the command
of Col. Abel Streight to mount a raid across northern
Alabama to Rome, GA. Rome was a railroad center, and
its capture would have dealt a blow to Confederate
supply routes in the western theater. Due to a shortage
of available horses, Streight's mounted infantry was
issued mules for the ambitious raid. This, itself, lent a
certain comic sense to this unfortunate affair. After
initial successes in Alabama, Streight's force had the
misfortune to be engaged by a cavalry under one of the
South's most daring leaders, Gen. Nathan Bedford
Forrest. The result was an exhausting four day running
battle along the Coosa River.

Continued On Page Two
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PRESIDENT’S
CORNER

Yvonne Kay

e have accomplished one of my first goals for

the Newton County Historical Society with the

passing of an annual budget. 1t is the first time
in the Society's history that an annual budget was
presented to the membership for vote. I want to thank
the Finance Committee for its fine work. The members
were; Kay Babcock, Chair, Russell Collins, Gerald Born
and Alan Sparks, the retiring Treasurer. It is now time to
appoint committees. I will try to keep as many of the old
committee members as wish to serve. We are trying to
involve as many members as possible. A list of
committees who still need members was available at the
last meeting, but few signed up. There are many jobs to
do. Since we are all volunteers working for the good of
the society. I know that some who were not at the
meeting may want to participate.

The following committees need members: Bylaws-
review and update the bylaws when needed; Fair-
romotes the Society at the Pumpkin Vine Fair;
Landmarks-determines historic landmarks in the
county and arranges for markers; Meeting Place-
arranges for a place to hold monthly meetings;
Membership-promotes membership in the Society and
maintains a current record of members; Oral History-
obtains and records oral histories of Newton County;
Program-obtains historic programs for the Society;
Publicity-promotes the Society by news releases, articles
and other communication media; Resource Center-
oversees the operation of the building and its resources.

The following committees have full complements,
but if you desire to serve on them please indicate your
interest in case vacancies should occur. Coloring Book-
creates a coloring book of Newton County History;
Finance-current work completed; House-Oversees the
building and grounds of the Scott-Lucas House;
Museum-develops a mission statement and oversees the
operation of the museum; Newcomer-creates policies for
and oversees production of the newsletter;
Refreshments-coordinates refreshments for meetings.

My sincere appreciation to all our members who
volunteer their time and efforts and work so hard for the
greater good.

Do You Know
County of Net

By Janet Miller
1. What bighway was once known as
the lllinois Corn Belt Route?
2. Where was Weldon's Corner?

3. Where was Bluegrass?

4. Who was William Foster?
5. What was Pogue?

See answers on Page 10

Review of question 1 from the last issue - What
was Pickamink? The answer was a prior name to the
Iroquois River. It had been brought to my attention that
it was called Pinkamink instead of Pickamink and still is
in parts of Jasper County. I, too, have seen it written as
Pinkamink, but on the old maps, it was listed as
Pickamink. See Newton County History, 1985, pg. 8,
Map of Ft. Wayne Indian Agency, trading posts, done in
1824 by John Tipton. Also see Jasper County History
1985, pg. 10 (same maps as Newton County Book), or
pg. 15, rare old map published in 1864. If anyone
knows of any other information, please notify the editor.

Company B’s Contribution to the Civil War

Continued From Page One
Streight had no way to know that his force heavily

home states. The officers were confined in Libby Prison
in Richmond, VA. In a daring move Streight and 100 of

outnumbered his pursuers. The result was a surrender his fellow officers tunneled out of the prison, half

just outside of Rome. When he met with Forrest to
discuss the terms of surrender, Forrest had Streight

escaped, and half were either killed or recaptured.
Streight was among the successful escapees, due in large

seated in a position in which he could view a rise across part to the fact that some slaves on a nearby plantation

the river on which Streight observed the continual
passing of Southern troops and cannon. What he
couldn't know was that the cagey Confederate had his
smaller force marching in a circle on the rise. The
pulled to only two cannon they had along this circular
march. At one point Streight exclaimed, "My God, man
how many field pieces do you have? I've counted 15 so
far!" To which the wily General responded, "Reckon
that's all that could keep up."

Following Streight's surrender the enlisted men
were briefly imprisoned and then paroled back to their

hid him under the floor boards of their slave cabin
which the Rebel soldiers sought to recapture the heroic
Hoosier.

After the war Streight was awarded four farms in
Grant Township of Newton County for his services to the
Union. The grateful commander went back to Virginia
and brought a number of the then freed men to Newton
County and hired them as farmhands. He built a
general store and community center for them on his
property. Many remained there until Streight died and
his estate was dispersed in the 1890s.

Fifty-First Indiana Volunteers

From Jobn Ades' History of Newton County, 1853-1911, and The Brook Reporter, October 15, 1915

The 51st Regiment was organized at Indianapolis on the 11th of October, 1861, and mustered in on the
14th of December, 1861 with A.D. Streight as colonel, Benjamin J. Spooner, lieutenant-colonel; William H.
Colescott major, and Erasmus B. Collins, surgeon. Edifors’s Note: Several of the names in the Brook Reporter
Article were not mentioned in John Ade’s list, and several names in Jobn Ade’s story were not included in the
article. This is a combined list as it was reported by both. Also please note that George W. Hershman was
killed at the battle of Shiloh, and was buried there, however, there is a stone for him at Riverside Cemetery in

Brook.

David A. McHolland ~ Samuel Lyons Ephraim G. Ham Henry Meredith Evans, Thomas
Albert Light Jira Skinner James Kenoyer Ira Yeoman Freeley, John
Aldophus H. Wonder John D. Morgan James Kerhan James Corn Greer, John
William A. Lewis Charles Mallett Abel Lyons Charles W. Clifton Hatfield, James
Edwin R. Arnold Jonathan Staton Cyrus Lowtrain Jesse Dodson Johnson, Isaac
Jeremiah Sailor John Sherman Dennis Morris John A. Gwinn Jackson, Eli
Aaron Kenoyer Bardon B. West Alexander A. Myers  Ephraim Haney Karnes, John

J.S. Hurst Henry Bishopp Stark Olmstead Charles W. Lynch Lyons, John B
Alvin Arnold J.E. Shaffer Geroge W. Smith Warren Maist Love, Robert
Samuel Yoeman G.E. Tiffany Jonathon Pruett W.E. Roney McKee, John
Robert Barr William DeWese David G. Smith John Bridgeman McIntosh, Wm. J.
Samuel Clark Daniel Doty Edward Sherman James Nottingham  MclIntosh, Perry C.
John Coshow John Bramble Harry Troup Burk, John Morris, Dennis

Reese Denney Isaac N. Bush
Patrick Griffin William Collins
William Haney Thomas Crawn

Geroge W. Heshman  Alexander Ekey

John]. H

J. S. Christopher
Isaac C. Denny

Charles B. Davis

Barkhurst, Robert
Betchel, Samuel
orn Bigger, John
Branson, Jonathon

Manly, Martin V.
Perigo, William
Reeves, William H.
Smytherman, Alfred

J. H. Harrington George Haney Levi Haney Board, William Scott, Thomas
James Helms Walter Hawkins Hiram H. McClain ~ Cornelius, Abraham  Thomas, Harvey
John T. Harris Jacob Hosier Albert Myers Dawson, Simley Wilcox, William E.
Lemuel Johnson Esray G. Handley WW. Thoroughman ~ Darroch, Daniel C.  John Higgins
Leroy Kelley Henry Howery John Lowe Ennis, James Kin Fergeson
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Newton County’s One Room Schoolhouses

Lincoln Twp.

#1 - Pelroz or Roselawn
#2 - Bruechett

#3 - Thayer

#4 - Bozzchard

#5 - Miller

#6 - Barbozer or Buckhorn
Colfax Township

#1 - Odle

#2 - Wildrick

#3 - Mead

#4 - Switch

#5 - Harris
Jackson Township

#1 - Hostettler

#2 - Wright

#3 - NorthStar

#4 - Mount Air

#5 - Brown

#6 - English or Kennedy
#7 - Fleming or Yoder
Beaver Township

#1 - Eagles Mere

#2 - Cox

#3 - Toad Puddle

#4 - West Union

#5 - Norway

#6 - Darrow

#7 - Decker

#8 - East Union
McClellan Township
#1 - Skinner or Ellis South
#2 - Cherry Island

#3 - Oak Grove

#4 - Ellis or Ellis North

or McClellan
#5 - Templeton

Washington Township

#1 - Beaver City

#2 - Rabbit Ridge

#3 - Pullen Hall or
Pull & Haul

#4 - Pfrimmer

#5 - Spitler

#6 - Cenler or Ade

Editors Note: This list was compiled by Gerald Born from the
schools listed in A History of Newton County Schools, written
by a committee, chaired by Rowena Adamson and annotated
by Catherine Clark and Bethel Murphy. It was then compared

Lake Township

#1 - North Star

#2 - Lake Village

#3 - Stat Line

#4 - Parson

#5 - Lake or Wade

#6 - Graves

#7 - Lockhart
Iroquois Township
#1 - Julian

#2 - Hickory Branch
#3 - Duffy College

#4 - Foresman or Griggs
#5 - Iroquois

#6 - Schuette

#7 - Foresman

Grant Township

#1 - Kemper

#2 - Shepard

#3 - Bowers

#4 - Sawyer

#5 - Shelland

#6 - Constable

#7 - Neary
Jefferson Township
#1 - Strole

#2 - Pleasant Grove
#3 - New Lisbon

#4 - Pewee

#5 - Settle

#6 - Anderson or Williams
#7 - Brees

#8 - Rettinger or Unger
#9 - Spaulding or Hoover
#10 - Sell

#11 - Ross

#12 - Boughton

#7 - Miller
#8 - Franklin
#9 - Roberts

#10 - Possum Trot or Camblin

#11 - Rider or County Farm

the listing of schools in the 1985 history book and then

compared to the 1904 map
“ on display at the resource

center.

By Gerald Born

efore the modern era of education,

Newton County was dotted with one

room schools where many of our
citizens received the basics of schooling, the
three "R"sReadin’ Ritin' and Rithmatic. The
first was started in 1851 and they lasted until
1928 when the last one was closed.

The townships were divided into districts
and depending upon the student population
and the roads the lines were drawn for their
establishment. When Newton County came
into existence in 1860 there were already
twenty five one room schools and 900 children
of school age. By 1900 there were
approximately 70 such schools scattered
around the county. Each district was given a
number and this was the official designation.

However, it was not long until each
received a common name that defined them
for the rest of their existence. No systematic
study has been made of the history of each of
these schools, and the names of many of the
pupils who attended are now lost. Bethel
Murphey and Catherine Clark, both teachers of
note in the county did attempt to show the
location and name of the schools on plat maps
of the county. Janet Miller also did a survey of
the ones located in Washington Township for
the 1985 Newton County History. Based on the
foregoing sources the following is a list by
township of the county's one room school
houses.

The Murphey and Clark list also contains
Washington Township, District #5, Victory,
which then shifts the numbering from that
point down by one. This discrepancy has yet to
be resolved, but it is included here in case one
of our readers knows which list is correct.

While most of the one room schools were
ungraded it appears that in some of the larger
communities there was a division between
primary and grammar school pupils. Much of
what we know of the pupils of these schools
comes from souvenir booklets that were
presented to the pupils upon completion of a
school year. The following example from the
1910 school year for Lake Township lists the
teacher and her/his pupils.

North Star Public School, District 1, Teacher,
Christene Wolgemuth, Pupils, Mabel Newkirk,
Claud Burton, Everet Davis, Lester Davis,
Milferd Bingham, Celia Newkirk, Lola Burton,
Elmer Davis, Rammen Davis, Helen Bingham,
Gladys Bingham, Ethel Odell, Luce Bingham,

Jessie Odell.

Lake Village Primary School, District 2,

A COLLECTION OF A LIFETIME!

School Memorabilia

The school season will soon be ending for the year 2000. Gerald Born and
Beth Bassett put together some items from their collection of school items.

From Gerald's you'll find a hand bell from the Norway School, as well as a
student's slate and copies of Ray's Arithmetic.

A copy of McGuffy's New Sixth Reader, Montgomery's The Leading Facts of
American History, Ginn and Company, dated 1890, Morey's Outlines of Ancient
History, American Book Company, 1906, and who remembers Day In and Day

Out-The Alice and Jerry Books- Row, Peterson and Company, 1936 from Beth's

collection.

Teacher Mame Brady, Co. Supt., W. O.
Schanlaub, Trustee, W. A. Rainford, Pupils,
Leslie Bridgeman, Gladys Petro, Addie Williams,
John Garvey, Walter Lawbaugh, Lucy Gradfnitz,
Ida Bridgeman, Dora Williams, Edith Ford, Gyda
Bryant, Byron Bryant, Sarah Yott, Nettie Newell,
Walter Graefnitz, Florence ford, Blanch Bryant,
Ida Newell, Given Rainford, Marion Willis, Virena
Abernathy, May Lynge, Florence Yott, Ethel
William, James Szezspanski, Lida Graefnitz,
Ralph Willis, Gladys Rainford, Clyde Rainford,
Claude Rainford, Paul Willis, Belva Petro, Ruben
Rainford.

Lake Village Grammar School, District No. 2,
Teacher, Maud D. Smart, Pupils, Ruth Bryant,
Mable Ford, Ella Vicory, EImer Ford, James
Brady, Lillian Yott, Florence Sullivan, Cecil
Burton, Chester Rainford, Grace Rainford,
Ernest Petro, Claude Husha, Marjorie Fletcher,
Bettie Newell

State Line Public School, District No. 3,
Teacher, Maude Wann, Pupils, Muriel Ross,
Martha Christensen, Mayme Davis, Bessie
Gerhardstein, Lewie Brandt, May Brandt, Joe
Ross, Grace Brandt, Elsie Cain, Bunny Ross,
Mabel Cain, Gerald Hansen, Halsey Davis,
Sophia Hansen, Melvin Brandt, Cora Hansen,
Irvin Sorensen, Dora Christensen, Leila Hanse,
Lawrence Hansen, Willia Page, Ethel Page

Parsons Public School, District No. 4,
Teacher, Kathryn Brady, Pupils: Arthur Hanson,
Henry Anderson, Ruth Martin, Lawson Grooms,
Mabel Anderson, Ernest Madison, Georgianna
Martin, Orpha Hanson, Ethel Martin, Lloyd Best,
Altea Madison, Marie Burdick, Harry
Christenson, Vira Parmley, Ray Risley, Bertha
Madison, Robert Martin, Paul Brady, Raymond
Smith, William Anderson, Dallis Madison, Elmer
Hanson, Edgar Hanson, Ida Burdick, Vernon
Best, Harry Martin, Flora Parmley, Russell
Risley, Earl Hanson.

Conrad Public School, District No. 5, Teacher,
Irene Roadruck, Pupils, Barney Vitato, Mabel
McColly, Howard Hickle, Florence McColly, Mary
Nichols, Orcie Howard, Milford Howard, George
Thompson, Beulah Howard, Conrad Thompson,
Guy Hickle, Gay Nichols, Mary Thompson,
Howard McColly, Walter Howard, Clarence
Hickle, Eva Hickle

Are any other copies of this type of souvenir
booklet available? The Family History Division
would like to make copies. Often times these
are the only records available of the teachers
and pupils of the one room school. We are
seeking to identify as many as possible and to
make copies for our library. If you have one or
know where one can be found, please let us
know.

Web Site Queries - Can You Help?
CLARK, CLARKE; Mary Clark born Newton
County, In, born September 21, 1879. She
married a LAMBERT, died in Hessville, IN
(Hammond) June, 1967. Looking for her
family. Richard Lambert
LEMASTERS, HACKLEY; Looking for
information on Cornelius Baxter
LEMASTERS. Married Lucy RICE, buried in
Goodland, Indiana. Deborah
HALL; Richard H. HALL and his wife Sarah J.
PIPER, born 4 APR 1853. Alison
Please contact the editor if you have any
help with these family names.

Visit our web site at www.rootsweb.com/ innewton - Page 11
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FOCUS ON FAMILIES

Family History Division © Gerald Born, Director © Janet Miller, Treasurer

The Zoborosky Family
& Homestead

=By Beth Bassett
Seeking A Better Life

In 1856, following the Crimear war, the country of
Prussia, (Poland), was once again at peace. Perhaps
this is the window of opportunity that Joesph Zoborosky
I, my great-great-great grandfather, his eldest son and
his wife, and their children peered through and decided
to move the 15 family members representing 4
generations to America.

Joesph I'was born in 1765, Prussia Poland. The
families lived in a small farming village named
Gniewkow, Prussia, located 125 miles north west of
Warsaw, Prussia.. According to cemetery records, Joseph
I would have been 92 years old when he set foot on
American soil. However, the passport described later
indicated his age to be 56. Family friend August Plott
and his wife Anna, who was the granddaughter of Joesph
I and a Christopher Plott, lived about 50 miles
southwest of them in the village of Gniezno. Obviously,
keeping the family together as a unit was important, and
so together they ventured 250 miles northeast to
Hamburg, Germany to begin their trek to America.

Information regarding Joesph I and his wife is very
sketchy, other than Joesph I birth and death date, but we
know that his eldest son John Sr. had married Anna
Michalina Heilcher on March 25, 1830 in a Greek
Church in Shevning, District of Posen, Poland. History
books tell me that in the early years of Prussia, the
members of the Greek Orthodox church were described
as "dissidents" of the country. Their churches were
burned and destroyed and effort to remove them for the
country were attempted. This may be what happened to
the Church where John Sr. and Anna were married,
according to an affidavit filed in Jasper County, Indiana
in 1885 in the matter of the Pension of Martin
Zoborosky, son of John Sr., who died in the Civil War.
This affidavit was taken in lieu of a marriage license for
verification of parentage, because of the lack of
documentation due to the church fire. Fortunately for
later generations, this affidavit would prove to be more

This tin-type could have been taken upon
enlisting in the 48th Regiment. Ben Geesa

is in the back row, right and Joseph Zoborosky
St Is in front row, right. The other men could
be Martin Zoborosky and August Plott.

than just a legal document, but a path to our ancestors'
past. It is my belief that John Sr. and Anna made the
decision to seck a better life in America, having a family
of 6 sons, the prospect of the country going back into
war was always imminent. Little did they know that
these sons would eventually engage in a war in the land
of opportunity - America.

A copy of the Royal Prussian Passport for John
Zoborosky Sr., son of Joesph I, and my great-great
grandfather, provided later generations with a vivid
picture of the family. Descriptions of all of those who
were seeking passage to America included height, color
of eyes and hair, features and any special markings.
Here it states that Joseph I, is age 56, John Sr., age 36
and his wife Anna, 36, their children, Michael, age 24,
Marianna, 20, Emilie, 18, Martin, 16, Joesph Sr., 14, my
grandfather, George, 8, John, 6, Augusta, 2. The Plott
family, Christopher, age 33, Anna, age 25 and August
Plott, age 25. All members were described as small
framed, broad build, light hair and blue eyes. They
noted that John St's first finger on his right hand was
crooked. This information is what genealogists absorb
with glee. What a Kodak moment!

The passport was dated December 7, 1857,
however the ship that they booked passage, "The Doctor
Barth", set sail on the 16th of April, 1858 and arrived in
New York on May 20, 1858. Whether the entire group
stayed in Hamburg, Germany between January and April
is not known. Perhaps they returned to sell their
properties and prepare for the new world.

Arriving in the New World

Each member of the group listed their occupation
as being farmers, living in Germany and their dialect
was that of German. Being farmers, this explains why
they ventured to the midwest to begin their lives in
America. This part of the country was open for
homesteading, untamed and inexpensive government
ground was available for purchase. Traveling by train
would have been the easiest way for them to arrive in
the Midwest. Obviously, they had a definite destination
in mind, because they landed at the Monon Depot in
Monon, Indiana which was the closest stop to their new
homeland. Upon arrival, it is stated that a boy stole
Joesph I's hat. This must have been quite a hat, for this
tale has passed through 146 years of family members. It
was also stated that they heard of acreage available for
sale north of Pilot Grove, (now Mt. Ayr area), rich in
beaver timber and suitable for their occupations of
farming. Oxen and wagons were purchased at Monon,
and the families headed west from White County.

Apparently they decided to put their travels to rest
for a while, or knew that they should settle in before the
winter. The timing of their travels would indicate that
they may have arrived in White County at the end of
summer. Harvesting would have started in the area, and
this was an opportunity for the families to make money,
as well as get used to the idea of living in America.

The earliest record that we have of their being in
this part of the country is in the 1860 Federal Census. In
Newton Township, Jasper County, family members were
listed as John Sr., Malinda, Martin, Joseph, George, John
Jr. Amelia, August and Joseph I. Movement of the family
is lost until 1864, when Joesph Sr.'s military records
reveal that he was living in Carpenter Township, Jasper
County and engaging in farming. Later, the entire family
would be listed in the 1870 Census of Newton County,
Beaver Twp., possibly living on the original acreage that
they had heard of in Monon.

Settling in Newton County
Can you imagine the feeling of elation that this

N\

Joesph Zoborosky Sr And his wife Sarah
Ellen (Sayler) Zoborosky

group of individuals felt? Joesph I, would be at the age of
95, and was able to watch his son and their families
thrive in the new world. It is known that Joseph I
originally purchased 80 acres in Beaver Township and
built a log cabin. Upon Joseph Sr.'s return from the Civil
War, he would bring his wife to this location, purchase
additional ground next to his father's original 80 acres
and raise his twelve children in this log cabin. It must
have been quite a cabin. Joseph I died on September 25,
1873 at the age of 108. He was buried in the North Star
Cemetery in Newton County. By the time of his death, he
had several grandchildren to bounce on his knee and
tell tales of the old country.

Precisely when the Zoboroskys, Plotts, Gildenzopfs,
and Geesas relocated to the Newton County, Indiana
area, is not documented. All records were destroyed in
the fire of the Jasper County Courthouse in 1862. At the
time of the 1870 Census, taken in late July-August,
Beaver Township, Newton County, John Sr., Joesph Sr.,
and George could be found with their families, as well as
August and John Plott. Ben Geesa and John M.C.
Gildenzoph and their families were living in Jackson
Township.

The location of their homes joined the acreage of
Joseph I's original 80 acres. A 1904 map of Newton
County that presently hangs in the Commissioner's
Room at the Newton County Courthouse in Kentland,
indicates that Joesph Sr. owned 320 acres, George
owned 200 acres and John Sr. owned 520. The pursuit
of a better life was indeed accomplished by the entire
family. Each branch of the family had acquired acreage
that provided them with the way of life that was
comfortable and profitable. This group of individuals
thrived in the new world.

John Sr. passed away on January 8, 1889. At this
time, the children of the 3rd generation of Zoboroskys
would have families of their own, and would acquire
some of the lands originally purchased in the 1870's.

An article that appeared in The Morocco Courier
dated Friday, December 12, 1919 reports the sale of the
John Zoborosky land. At that time it was a total of 430
acres in Jackson Township. Walter and Lewis Zoborosky,
sons of Joseph Sr. purchased 176 acres, 95 where the
improvements were at $215 an acre, and 80 acres
across the road from the Joseph Zoborosky home, at
$175 an acre.

The two sons of George Zoborosky purchaed 95
acres, 55 at $75 and 40 acres at $150. J.P Clark
purchased 40 acres adjoining the farm on the west at
$170 per acre. S.C. Doty purchased the 120 acres
known as the Brooks land, paying $140 an acre for 80
acres and $135 for the remaining 40 acres. The land

was sold to the highest bidder, and apparently took a
significant time to sell.

In 1985, when Bernard Zoborosky compiled this
information, the Joseph Zobororsky original farm was
owned by Mrs. Ellen Woods (Ellen was the daughter of
Henry Sayler, older brother to Sarah Sayler); George
Zoborosky farm owned by James and Nina Hayworth,
(Jim was the great-grandson of George and Minerva
Zoborosky); part of the John Zoborosky farm owned by
Don and Esther Smart.

Joseph Zoborosky Sr.

Joseph Sr., my great-grandfather, served with the
Indiana 48th Reg. Infantry, Company K in the Union
army during the civil war. His records describe him as
5'6"-5'8", of light complextion, blue eyes and light hair.
His service included Sherman's March To The Sea and
the Grand Review in Washington D.C. on May 25, 1865.
He was discharged at Louisville, KY on July 15, 1865. It
is Ben Geesa who is credited with recruiting Joseph into
the service, as well as his brother Martin.

Martin Zoborosky at age 18 enlisted for 3 years at
Rensselaer and was mustered in at Goshen, Indiana on
December 7, 1861. He met his death at the Battle of
Tuka, Iuka, Mississippi on September 19, 1862. Ben
Geesa's account of the death of Martin is that they were
engaged in close combat, Martin was struck just above
the right knee by a minnie ball. Ben Geesa carried
Martin to the rear, Martin was not attended to for quite
some time and he died from the loss of blood. How sad.

Upon Joseph Sr.'s return from the Union Army in
the summer of 1865, he met and married Sarah Ellen
Sayler, the daughter of Jacob and Elnora Hendrickson of
Jasper County. They were married on February 21, 1867
by Sarah's uncle, Issac Sayler, a Methodist preacher, and
settled on the farm in Beaver Township with Joseph I.
Here, they raised their family and lived the remainder of
their lives. Sarah Ellen Sayler's family history is rich
with pioneer spirit, and proved a necessity after the
death of Joseph Sr.in 1909.

Joe and Sarah had 12 children. Ulysses G., Frank,
Joesph Jr., Martin, Lewis (my grandfather), Laura,
Parmer, Walter, Blanche, Edith and Charles. This was
the 4th generation, and the first to be born in America.

When Joesph Sr. passed away April 16, 1909, his
wife Sarah took over the running of the farm and family.
With the youngest child of only 8 years of age and 320
acres to manage, she captured the essence of the
women of that time period.

My mother, Lorene (Zoborosky) Bassett, 5th
generation, 2nd born in America, still resides on 64
acres of original Zoborosky ground. Three acres of the
ground has been deeded to her daughter, Nancy Coates,
who resides there today with her husband Mike. This
three acres at one time passed between the Zoborosky
and Bassett name. Isaac (my paternel great-
grandfather) and Ira Bassett purchased the ground from
the government, and sold it to Joesph Zoborosky Sr.

Throughout the years, the Bassett name has been
closely tied to the Zoboroskys. The Bassett boys, Ira,
Issac and William, the children of Sylvanius and
Marguritte (Hammond) Bassett, worked on the farms of
the Zoborosky families, and my father, Raymond
Carroll, son of Oscar Sylvanius and Maude (Morton)
Bassett, worked for my grandfather Lewis Zoborosky.

Lorene and Raymond were married on October 10,
1936 and had 4 children. The 6th generation, 3rd born
in America. Raymond Dale, Shirley Elieen, Nancy Jean,
and Beth Ann. Dale passed away in 1975, and the three
girls all have made their homes in Newton County.

There is much more detailed information and
pictures about the Zoboroskys at the Newton County
Historical Society's Resource Center in Kentland,
Indiana. This information was compiled completely by
Bernard L. Zoborosky, son of Walter in 1985. His
dedication to the Zoborosky family history is reflected in

The Zoborosky
Homestead
Built in 1890-1891

This photo of the Joseph
Zoborosky Sr. Family

was taken after the home
was completed in 1891.

1t is still standing today

and is owned by

the Chester (Ellen Roadruck)
Woods Family.

By Beth Bassett

In 1890, 23 years after settling in Newton County,
Joesph Zoborosky Sr., decided to build a new house for
his wife and family. The farm was flourishing at the
time, and providing a comfortable living for Joe, his
wife Sarah and their 12 children.

Awell respected master carpenter of the time,
William L. Nichols was a good friend of Joesph Sr. and
together they designed plans for a house that would be
standing 110 years later, and housing later generations
of the Zoborosky family.

Mr. Nichols was known for his skill and ability as
a carpenter, and later went on to Oklahoma City and
was the foreman of carpentry on the Capitol building.
He kept a day-to-day dairy of his life, and notations
regarding the building of the Zoborosky homestead.

On Monday, January 27, 1890, the discussions
began. In February, Mr. Nichols and Joesph Sr. traveled
to Chicago where they visited Bruce and Company for
the lumber, and Montgomery Ward for the furnishings.
Upon returning, Joesph Sr. purchased his lumber from
Chizum's, and had delivery on March 26th. From
March through July Mr. Nichols worked on the home,
and by September 16th, the roofing began. On October
1, he noted that he commenced to finish the
Zoborosky home. On November 18, 122 days later, he
finished the home. This diary is very interesting to
read, and is owned by his granddaughter, June Harter,
Highmore, SD. A copy was loaned by Gerald Born..

Mr. Nichols would continue to work with Joesph
on the home, helping with laying of the carpet,
building clock shelves and book cases for the home.
The picture of the home shown here shows the detail
that was given to the finished structure. Finishing
touches were made, and the final entry of work on the
Zoborosky home was dated May 11, 1891.

After the death of Joesph, Sarah continued to live
in the home for another 23 years. After her death, her
son Lewis, my grandfather, and his wife Gertrude
(Beckwith) moved into the home and began farming
the acreage that remained with the house. My mother,
Lorene (Zoborosky) Bassett, has many pictures of
their life on the homestead, and many good memories
remain. She was told by her father that he was 15 years
old when they moved into the new house.

the research and documentation that is available for
later generations. Family history on other of Joseph I
descendants is very sketchy. This writer would be very
interested in including their history in the family file.

The heritage of our ancestors is rich with history
and true spirit of survival. The pride and honor that the
Zoborosky family carried with them from Prussia can be
seen in each generation that followed, which is now into
8 generations.

Lorene remembers the interior of the home.
There were clock shelves in each room, and an oil
lamp was placed on each. The bookcase that Mr.
Nichols built was quite a task. The top half were glass
cases, and the bottom half was a desk. When they
went to remove it from the house, the book case was
so large, that they had to seperate the desk from the
cases. It was so tall that it would not fit into mother's
home. Her brother Leonard took the cases, and she
kept the desk. Lots of homework was done on that
desk by my family, myself included. At the time, I had
no idea the heritage of that piece of furniture!

There was stenciling on the parlor walls, and
velvet curtains hung on it's windows, which was
customary in homes in the old country. The home had
5 rooms upstairs, and 5 downstairs, as well as a pantry
and the parlor. Transoms were placed above each
doorway, which allowed the air to flow from room to
room. The home originally had 4 chimneys, but were
removed by the Woods family.

The farm itself had it's own smokehouse and
scales. In Mr. Nichols' diary, he noted several times of
purchasing hogs and cattle from Joesph Sr. Lorene
remembers her father using the scales to weigh grain
before taking it to the elevator. She said that the
building where the scales were located was quite
elaborate. The scales themselves were known to be one
of the most accurate in Newton County. We're sure that
Joesph Sr. wanted to make sure he wasn't cheating
anyone or being cheated!! Fruit trees of all types were
located on the property. The homestead apparently
fulfilled everyone's needs for survival at the time.

Unfortunately, Lewis had to leave the homeplace,
and moved to a home that they had purchased and
moved to acreage just across the road of the Zoborosky
home.

At that time, the homestead would 