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Wilhelm and Christiana

Church in Kefinbrink where Wilhelm
was baptized

Wilhelm was born in Kefinbrink, Germany on
26 Oct 1857. At an early age his family moved to
Tribsees, Germany where he lived until he
migrated to the United States.

Christiana Deth was born in Pommern, Germany
On 03 Dec 1855. At an early age her parents died
and she moved to Tribsees and was adopted.

Wilhelm and Christiana were married on 04 April
1880 in Tribsees. It is unclear where they lived in
Tribsees as a young married couple. However they
quickly became parents and had two sons, Frederick
Carl Wilhelm born in 1880 and Wilhelm (Will) Henrick
born in 1881.

In the 188006s Wil hel m,
migrated to the United States eventually ending up in
Lake Village, Indiana where he managed the Blair Ranch
West of the village. The ranch was owned by Mr.

Blair, a wealthy business owner from the Chicago area.
The large ranch had many different livestock including
cattle, hogs, sheep and horses.

Albert worked with his father on the ranch and when
his father decided to retire from the rigors of the ranch,
Albert traveled to Chicago and asked for an audience
with Mr. Blair stating he thought he was the right man to
replace his father. While Mr. Blair thought he might be
too young he gave him a chance and Albert continued
the ranchoés prosperity unt.
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Lutheran Church in Tribsees
Where Wilhelm and
Christiana were married

he became a Scar



Tribsees, Germany to the United States

Wilhelm and his
familyds horm
Tribsees é w
small court yard in
back, they had to take
the cow through the
house to let her graze
across the road.

The city gate Wilhelm passed
through on his way to the U.S.

Carl Christian Ferdinand Graefnitz; born in Kefinbrink on 18 Jan 1825, died 25 Dec 1872
married
Johanna Sopie Marie Henning; born in Bauersdorf, Germany.

Children
- Wilhelm C.; born in Kefinbrink on 26 Oct 1857, died in Lake Village 13 Aug 1925
- Unknown name infant
- Johanna Fredrich Adolf; born on 09 November 1861
- Carl Fredrich Wilhelm; born 28 July 1864
- Wilhelmine Johanne M.; born 17 Aug 1871
- Bertha Christine T.; born 18 Mar 1873 3



The Graefnitz Family

Wilhelm & Christiana
Graefnitz
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Albert with his Clarinet

Albert & Beulah Wedding
Picture (1916)
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Record this license number for use in applying for duplicate in evenk tlu:
«license is lost.

Notify the department of any change of address.
This license ‘is valid only while operating a private passenger car or com-
mercial vehicle transporting the owner's property. It is not valid while

driving public property or pubiic passenger carrying vehicles, including
school busses and taxi cabs.

USE LEGAL ARM SIGNALS

One of Al bert
(of many)
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Death Calls Well Known Citizen
William C. Graefnitz Dies at Home in Lake Village

Managed the Blair Ranch

Passes Away After Long lliness on Saturday 6 Funeral was Held Monday

William C. Graefnitz, one of the best known and most prominent
residents of Lake Village, Ind. Died at his home in that place at 9:30
odclock |l ast Friday evening, aft
was poor during the past winter and early last April he suffered a heart
attack from which he partially recovered. He was able to be up and
around until last Friday afternoon when he suffered an attack of
neuralgia of the heart, which was the cause of his passing away.

Wm. C. Graefnitz was born in Kaffenbrink, Germany, on October 26,
1857 being 67 years, 9 months and 18 days of age. He received his
education in Germany and | earned
agriculture which he followed for many years. He was united in
marriage with Miss Christine Deth in Germany on April 4, 1880. In 1885
he and his family came to America, locating at Lansing, Ill. Where the
resided until 1891 when they removed to a farm near Lake Village. For several years he was
manager of the Blair Ranch, west of Lake Village, and about ten years ago he gave up the
management of the farm and retired, moving to Lake Village.

Mr. Graefnitz enjoyed a wide acquaintance throughout this section of the country and was
known as a man of strong character, thoroughly trustworthy and an upright citizen. He
served his township two terms as assessor and one term as township trustee, besides other
minor office which he filled with credit to himself.

At an early age he was confirmed in the Lutheran church in which he was a faithful
member. There being no church of that denomination in his community and feeling that he
must be active in church life he placed his membership in the Lake Village Presbyterian
church and was one of the most faithful and active members.

Mr. Graefnitz was preceded in death by five children, four of whom died in early
childhood and Fred who passed away eight years ago. The widow survives with the
following children: William and Walter, Mrs. Melvin Herman, Mrs. William Sullivan and Mrs.

C.F. Hall of Momence, Chris Graefnitz of Grant Park, Ill., Albert and Mrs. C.F. Bloominquist
of Lake Village.

Funeral services were held on Monday afternoc
in Lake Village, and was attended by a large number of sorrowing friends. Among those
present were a number of members of the Loyal Order of Moose Lodge of Momence, of which
the deceased was an honored member, besides many others who had known him many years.

Burial was in Lake Village cemetery. The profusion of floral tributes upon this occasion was
mute evidence of the esteem in which the deceased was held in the community.
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BATTLE GROUND SCENE
OF JUNE DAY WEDDING

‘The marriage of Miss Beulah
Marian Jackson, daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. George Jackson of Battle Ground,
and Albert Frederick Graefnitz, son
of Mr. and Mrs, William C. Graefnitz
of Lake Village, Ind., took place today
at 12 o’clock- at the home of the
bride’s parents, The ceremony was
performed by Rev. Stan, of Indian-
apolis, and was witnessed by about
for ty relatives and _ friends. = The
couple-was attended by Hubert Jack-
son, brother of the bride, Miss Pearl
Matthews, of Chalmers. Mrs. George
Hickman and Mrs. Minnie Albaugh. of
Oxford. Miss Ruth Taggett, of De-
troit, played the wedding march for
the entrance of the couple and Miss
Bessie Scott sang “O Promise Me.'|
The bride was beautiful in an ex-
quisite gewn of white. The Jackson
ﬁ) wap hgaytifully dgegrajedgwigh

1tYflowers and greenery, and  the
young couple were married before an
altar banked with palms and ferns.
After the ceremony the guests were
served with a five-course dinner.-The
young couple left for Indianapolis in
an automobile, and from there they
will go east for ten days. Mrs. Graef-
nitz is one of Battle Ground’s most
popular young women and was a
teacher in the Battle Ground schools.
[The groom is a rising young man and
is assistant manager of a 700 acre
ranch near Lake Village. The young
couple will make their home in Lake
Village and will be at home after

Hune 15. The Lafayette guests were
Misses Grace and May Wallace Z




Albert & Beulah at the Blair Ranch

Albert &
Beulah on
the Harley

Beulah &
her class at
Mill School

(1912)




Ruth, Great Grandma Jackson & Mary
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Beulah (1944)

Graefnitz Family Picture
Back & Mary, Warren, Russell & Ruth
Front o6 Beulah and Albert
(1940)

Albert (when he was a custodian
at the Lake Village School)
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Warren School Picture

Ruth - Graduation



Mary & Larry (son of Russell)

Doris (wife of Russell)

Beulah & Lake Village Presbyterian Church Women



Ruth, Roy, Carolyn
& Roslynn Merchant

Russ, Doris & Larry
(1944)

Albert, Dale, Ed, Mary
Linda (front), Bonnie & Beulah
(1953)

At a Graefnitz Reunion
(1952)
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The Graefnitz Boys
Russ d Larry 6 David - Terry

Roy and Kristin
Boyd
Around 1972

The whole Family at Grandmabos
Birthday (1955) 15
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