
1 

The Indiana 
51st Infantry 

Regiment 
 



2 

51st Regiment Infantry 
 

Col. Abel Delos Streight,  
Commander of the 51st  

Indiana Infantry 

     Organized at Indianapolis, Ind., and mustered in December 14, 1861.  
Moved to Louisville, Ky., December 14; thence to Bardstown, Ky., and duty  
there until February, 1862. Attached to 20th Brigade, Army of the Ohio, to  
January, 1862. 20th Brigade, 6th Division, Army of the Ohio, to September,  
1862. 20th Brigade, 6th Division, 2nd Army Corps, Army of the Ohio, to  
November, 1862. 3rd Brigade, 1st Division, Left Wing 14th Army Corps,  
Army of the Cumberland, to January, 1863. 3rd Brigade, 1st Division, 21st  
Army Corps, Army of the Cumberland, to April, 1863. Streight's Provisional  
Brigade, Army of the Cumberland, to May, 1863. Prisoners of war until  
December, 1863. Post of Chattanooga, Tenn., Dept. of the Cumberland, to  
April, 1864. 1st Separate Brigade, Chattanooga, Tenn., Dept. of the  
Cumberland, to September, 1864. 2nd Brigade, 2nd Division, 4th Army  
Corps, Army of the Cumberland, to November, 1864. 1st Brigade, 3rd  
Division, 4th Army Corps, to August, 1865. Dept. of Texas to December,  
1865. 
 
     SERVICE.--March to Nashville, Tenn., February 7-March 13, 1862, and to  
Savannah, Tenn., March 29-April 6. Battle of Shiloh, Tenn., April 6-7. Advance  
on and siege of Corinth, Miss., April 29-May 30. Pursuit to Booneville May 31-June 12. Buell's Campaign in 
Northern Alabama and Middle Tennessee June to August. Guarding Memphis & Charleston Railroad. March 
to Louisville, Ky., in pursuit of Bragg August 21-September 26. Pursuit of Bragg to Loudon, Ky., October 1-22. 
Battle of Perryville October 8 (Reserve). March to Nashville, Tenn., October 22-November 7, and duty there 
until December 26. Prim's Blacksmith Shop, Edmonson Pike, December 25. Advance on Murfreesboro 
December 26-30. Battle of Stone's River December 30-31, 1862, and January 1-3, 1863. Duty at 
Murfreesboro until April. Reconnaissance to Nolensville and Versailles January 13-15. Streight's Raid to 
Rome, Ga., April 26-May 3. Dug Gap, Sand Mountain, Crooked Creek and Hog Mountain April 30. East 
Branch Black Warrior Creek May 1. Blount's Farm and near Centre May 2. Galesville (Cedar Bluff) May 3. 
Regiment captured. Exchanged November, 1863. Reorganized at Indianapolis, Ind., and rejoined army at 
Nashville, Tenn., December, 1863. (A detachment on Tullahoma Campaign June 23-July 7.) Assigned to duty 
as guard on Railroad, between Nashville and Chattanooga, until April, 1864. Duty at Chattanooga, Tenn., 
until September, 1864, and at Atlanta, Ga., until October. Action at Dalton, Ga., August 14-15. Pursuit of 
Hood into Alabama October 3-26. Nashville Campaign November-December. Columbia, Duck River, 
November 24-27. Battle of Franklin November 30. Battle of Nashville December 15-16. Pursuit of Hood to 
the Tennessee River December 17-28. Columbia December 21. Duck River December 22. Non-Veterans 
mustered out December 14, 1864. Moved to Huntsville, Ala., and duty there until March, 1865. Operations 
in East Tennessee March 15-April 22. At Nashville until June. Ordered to New Orleans, La., June 16; thence 
to Texas, July. Duty at Green Lake and San Antonio until December. Mustered out at San Antonio December 
13, 1865. 
 
     Regiment lost during service 1 Officer and 55 Enlisted men killed and mortally wounded and 6 Officers 
and 202 Enlisted men by disease. Total 264. 
 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Col._Abel_D._Streight,_51st_Ind._Inf._USA.jpg�
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 PRESENTED TO THE BROOK PUBLIC LIBRARY BY JOHN BENNETT LYONS, BROOK, INDIANA, THIS 

EIGHTEENTH DAY OF SEPTEMBER, I915  
     This tablet is dedicated to the memory of the original members of Company B, 51st Indiana 
Veteran Volunteer Infantry, it being the first company enrolled in Newton County, for the war of 
the rebellion from 1861 to 1865. The original members of this company met at Brook, Indiana, on 
the twelfth day of October, one thousand eight hundred sixty-one, and organized their company by 
electing their company officers.  
     The school house where they met stood on the plot of ground where this Library building now 
stands. This school house was built during the summer of one thousand eight hundred fifty-four, 
being the first school house built in Iroquois township with public funds. Iroquois township at that 
time embraced the territory that is now included in Washington, Jefferson, Grand and Iroquois 
townships.  
 
  E. B. Collins, Regimental Surgeon  
  ROSTER OF COMPANY OFFICERS  
  David A. McHolland, Captain  
  Albert Light, ist Lieutenant  
  Adolphus H. Wonder, 2nd Lieutenant  
  Jeremiah Sailor, Orderly Sergt.  
 William R. Lewis, Sergeant   Jira Skinner, Sergeant  
 Robert Barr, Sergeant   E. R. Arnold, Sergeant  
 J. F. Shafer, Corporal   Aaron Kenoyer, Corporal  
 J. D. Morgan, Corporal   G. E. Tiffany, Corporal  
 J. S. Hurst, Corporal   William Deweese, Corporal  
 Alvin Arnold, Corporal   Daniel Doty, Corporal  
           Samuel E. Yoeman, Fifer 
           John Higgins, Drummer  
          Kin Ferguson, Teamster  
Privates - John Bridgeman, John Barkhurst, Robert Bush, Isaac N. Betchel, Samuel Bigger, John 
Branson, Jonathan Board, William Cornelius, Abraham Clark, Samuel Collins, William Cashow, John 
Crawn, Thomas Denney, Reese Dawson, Simley Darroch, Daniel C. Davis, Bartholomew Ennis, 
James Evans, Thomas Ekey, Alexander Feeley, John Griffin, Patrick Greer, John Haney, George W. 
Haney, William Hawkins, Walter Hershman, George W. Hosier, Jacob Harrington, James H. Handley, 
Ezra C. Howery, Henry Helms, James Hatfield, James Harris, John T. Ham, Ephraim G. Johnson, 
Lemuel J. Johnson, Isaac Jackson, Eli Kenoyer, James Kelley, Leroy W. H. Karnes, John Lyons, Samuel 
Lyons, Abel Lyons, John Bennett Lowthain, Cyrus Lowe, John Love, Robert McKee, John Mcintosh, 
Wm. J. Mcintosh, Perry C. Morris, Dennis Meredith, Henry W. Myers, Alexander. Mallatt, Charles 
Manly, Martin V. Nottingham, James Olmstead, Starke Pruett, Jonathan Perigo, William Reeves, 
William H. Smytherman, Alfred Smith, George W. Smith, David G. Smith, Benjamin J. Staton, 
Jonathan Scott, Thomas Sherman, Edward Shemian, John Troup, Harry Thomas, Harvey J. Wilcox, 
William E. West, Barden B. Yeoman. 
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     The Battle of Perryville, also known as the Battle of Chaplin Hills, was fought on October 8, 1862, in the  
Chaplin Hills west of Perryville, Kentucky, as the culmination of the Confederate Heartland Offensive (Kentucky  
Campaign) during the American Civil War. Confederate Gen. Braxton Bragg's Army of Mississippi[5] won a tactical  
victory against primarily a single corps of Maj. Gen. Don Carlos Buell's Union Army of the Ohio. The battle is  
considered a strategic Union victory, sometimes called the Battle for Kentucky, since Bragg withdrew to  
Tennessee soon thereafter. The Union retained control of the critical border state of Kentucky for the remainder  
of the war. 
      On October 7, Buell's army, in pursuit of Bragg,  
converged on the small crossroads town of Perryville  
in three  columns. Union forces first skirmished with  
Confederate cavalry on the Springfield Pike before the 
fighting  became more general, on Peters Hill, when  
the Confederate infantry arrived. Both sides were  
desperate to get  access to fresh water. The next day,  
at dawn, fighting began again around Peters Hill as a  
Union division advanced  up the pike, halting just  
before the Confederate line. After noon, a Confed – 
erate division struck the Union left flank—the I Corps  
of Maj. Gen. Alexander M. McCook—and forced it to f 
all back. When more Confederate  divisions joined  
the fray, the Union line made a stubborn stand,  
counterattacked, but finally fell back with some units  
routed. 
     Buell, several miles behind the action, was unaware  
that a major battle was taking place and did not send  
any  reserves to the front until late in the afternoon.  
The Union troops on the left flank, reinforced by two  
brigades,  stabilized their line, and the Confederate  
attack sputtered to a halt. Later, three Confederate  
regiments assaulted the Union division on the  
Springfield Pike but were repulsed and fell back into  
Perryville. Union troops pursued,  and skirmishing  
occurred in the streets until dark. By that time, Union reinforcements were threatening the Confederate left flank.  
Bragg, short of men and supplies, withdrew during the night, and continued the Confederate retreat by way of  
Cumberland Gap into East Tennessee. 

     Considering the casualties related to the engaged strengths of the armies, the Battle of Perryville was one of  
the bloodiest battles of the Civil War. It was the largest battle fought in the state of Kentucky. 
 

Battle of Perryville  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/I_Corps_(Union_Army)�
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Battle of Stone's River  

     The Battle of Stones River or Second Battle of Murfreesboro (in the South, simply the Battle of 
Murfreesboro), was fought from December 31, 1862, to January 2, 1863, in Middle Tennessee, as the 
culmination of the Stones River Campaign in the Western Theater of the American Civil War. Of the major 
battles of the Civil War, Stones River had the highest percentage of casualties on both sides. Although the 
battle itself was inconclusive, the Union Army's repulse of two Confederate attacks and the subsequent 
Confederate withdrawal were a much-needed boost to Union morale after the defeat at the Battle of 
Fredericksburg, and it dashed Confederate aspirations for control of Middle Tennessee. 
 Union Maj. Gen. William S. Rosecrans's Army of the Cumberland marched from Nashville, Tennessee, on 
December 26, 1862, to challenge General Braxton Bragg's Army of Tennessee at Murfreesboro. On December 
31, each army commander planned to attack his  
opponent's right flank, but Bragg struck first. A  
massive assault by the corps of Maj. Gen. William  
J. Hardee, followed by that of Leonidas Polk,  
overran the wing commanded by Maj. Gen.  
Alexander M. McCook. A stout defense by the  
division of Brig. Gen. Philip Sheridan in the right  
center of the line prevented a total collapse and  
the Union assumed a tight defensive position  
backing up to the Nashville Turnpike. Repeated  
Confederate attacks were repulsed from this  
concentrated line, most notably in the cedar  
"Round Forest" salient against the brigade of Col.  
William B. Hazen. Bragg attempted to continue  
the assault with the corps of Maj. Gen. John C.  
Breckinridge, but the troops were slow in arriving  
and their multiple piecemeal attacks failed. 
     Fighting resumed on January 2, 1863, when  
Bragg ordered Breckinridge to assault the well- 
fortified Union position on a hill to the east of the  
Stones River. Faced with overwhelming artillery,  
the Confederates were repulsed with heavy  
losses. Aware that Rosecrans was receiving  
reinforcements, Bragg chose to withdraw his  
army on January 3 to Tullahoma, Tennessee. 
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Battle of Franklin  

     The Battle of Franklin was fought on November 30, 1864, at Franklin, Tennessee, as part of the Franklin-
Nashville Campaign of the American Civil War. It was one of the worst disasters of the war for the 
Confederate States Army. Confederate Lt. Gen. John Bell Hood's Army of Tennessee conducted numerous 
frontal assaults against fortified positions occupied by the Union forces under Maj. Gen. John M. Schofield 
and was unable to break through or to prevent Schofield from a planned, orderly withdrawal to Nashville. 
     The Confederate assault of six infantry divisions containing eighteen brigades with 100 regiments 
numbering almost 20,000 men, sometimes called the "Pickett's Charge of the West", resulted in devastating 
losses to the men and the leadership of the Army of Tennessee—fourteen Confederate generals (six killed or 
mortally wounded, seven wounded, and one captured) and 55 regimental commanders were casualties. After 
its defeat against Maj. Gen. George H. Thomas in  
the subsequent Battle of Nashville, the Army of  
Tennessee retreated with barely half the men with  
which it had begun the short offensive, and was  
effectively destroyed as a fighting force for the  
remainder of the war. 
     The 1864 Battle of Franklin was the second  
military action in the vicinity. The Battle of Franklin  
(1863) was a minor action associated with a  
reconnaissance in force by Confederate cavalry  
leader Maj. Gen. Earl Van Dorn on April 10. 



     The Battle of Nashville was a two-day battle in the Franklin-Nashville Campaign that represented the 
end of large-scale fighting in the Western Theater of the American Civil War. It was fought at Nashville, 
Tennessee, on December 15–16, 1864, between the Confederate Army of Tennessee under Lt. Gen. 
John Bell Hood and Federal forces under Maj. Gen. George H. Thomas. In one of the largest victories 
achieved by the Union Army during the war, Thomas attacked and routed Hood's army, largely 
destroying it as an effective fighting force. 
Hood followed up his defeat in the Atlanta Campaign by moving northwest to disrupt the supply lines of 
Maj. Gen. William T. Sherman from Chattanooga, hoping to challenge Sherman into a battle that could 
be fought to Hood's advantage. After a brief period of  
pursuit, Sherman decided to disengage and to conduct  
instead his March to the Sea, leaving the matter of  
Hood's army and the defense of Tennessee to Thomas.  
Hood devised a plan to march into Tennessee and  
defeat Thomas's force while it was geographically  
divided. He pursued Maj. Gen. John M. Schofield's  
army from Pulaski to Columbia and then attempted  
to intercept and destroy it at Spring Hill. Because of a  
series of Confederate command miscommunications  
in the Battle of Spring Hill (November 29, 1864),  
Schofield was able to withdraw from Columbia and  
slip past Hood's army at Spring Hill relatively unscathed. 
     Furious at his failure at Spring Hill, Hood pursued  
Schofield to the north and encountered the Federals  
at Franklin behind strong fortifications. In the Battle of  
Franklin on November 30, Hood ordered almost 20,000  
of his men to assault the Federal works before  
Schofield could withdraw across the Harpeth River and  
escape to Nashville. The Union soldiers repulsed  
multiple assaults and inflicted over 6,000 casualties on  
the Confederates, which included a large number of  
key Confederate generals, doing heavy damage to the  
leadership of the Army of Tennessee. 
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Newton County's Roll of Honor  
     The following is a complete list of Newton County's soldier boys who served in the Civil war, together  
with the names of those killed in battle, or who died of wounds or disease while in service :  
    In the Ninth Regiment, Indiana Volunteer Infantry : Bloomer, J. M., and Bartholomew. Fred Clark.  
Thomas M. ; Catt. Edmund, and Cashaw. Thomas J. Deardrufif, John S.. wounded. Earl, William H.. and Enfield,  
Christian. Fry, Daniel. Goddard, John D. Hawkins. Geo. C. Lynch. Charles W. Maxwell. Theodore F., and  
Mooreman, Milton J. Odell, Anthony. Peck, William H. Redding, Jefferson T. Shaefer. Joseph; Smart.  
Adonijah; Smart, Isaac; Smith. Geo. W. ; Strech. William M.. and Sager, Jacob H. Thornton. John H. ;  
Treadway. Ezra S., and Thomas, William. Williams, Thomas, killed at Shiloh.  
     The Ninth Indiana Regiment was the first to leave the state for the front and participated in numerous  
campaigns ; in the battles of Green Brier, Virginia, Shiloh, siege of Corinth, Perryville, Stone River, Lookout  
Mountain, Chickamauga, Mission Ridge. Atlanta, Nashville and many others. It was one of the hard-fighting  
regiments of the war.  
 
     In the Fifteenth Regiment, Indiana Volunteer Infantry : Warren, Horace K., captain Company H; Burton,  
James; Burton, William ; Burton. Josiah PI. ; Benjamin. Jerod S. ; Bartholomew, Luther H. ; Baker. Ira W. ;  
Blue. John, and Bartholomew. A. J. Deardrufif. Geo. W. Grant. lohn H.. and Graves. William L. Hardesty, Geo. D. ;  
Hardesty, Joseph T. ; Hawkins, Warren T., and Hundershell, C. Isaacson, John A. Jones, Henry C. ; Jones,  
Moses A., and JungHng, John. Kelley, Samuel ; Kerney, Thomas, and Kennedy, William. Lake, John R. ; L 
Afoon, Daniel K. ; Linton, John R., and Lansing, Peter. Marshall. Francis ; Madeon, Patrick ; Mulligan, John, and  
Mershon, Chas. Nothingham, Jacob, and Mulligan, John. Powers, William E. ; Pugh, Isaac, and Plummer,  
Jackson. Reed, Aaron ; Risley, William F., and Ruthledge, William V. Scott, Madison C. ; Steele, Ira; Smith,  
Thomas; Stout, John; Spear, Chas. G., and Sager, David F. Williams, Samuel; Wishon, Henry; Welch, George,  
and Warren, Horace K, captain Company H.  
     The Fifteen Regiment participated in the Green Brier, Virginia, Shiloh, Perryville, Stone River, Missionary  
Ridge, Chattanooga, Nashville, and many other battles.  
 
     Company B, Fifty-first Indiana Volunteer Infantry Officers: Collins, Erasmus B., regimental surgeon; McHolland,  
David A., captain, promoted major, promoted lieutenant-colonel; Light, Albert, first lieutenant, died, Nashville;  
Wonder, Adolphus H., second lieutenant, promoted first lieutenant, promoted captain, died prisoner of war.  
Charleston, South Carolina. Sergeants : Sailor, Jeremiah, orderly, promoted second lieutenant, died Nashville ;  
Lewis, Wm. R., promoted second lieutenant, promoted captain ; Sinner, Jira ; Arnold, Edwin, promoted first  
lieutenant ; Barr, Robert. Corporals : Shaefer, John F. ; Kenoyer, Aaron ; Morgan, John D., promoted first  
lieutenant, promoted captain; Tiffiny, Geo. C, killed, Columbia, Tennessee ; Alvin, Arnold ; Doty, Daniel ; Hurst,  
Jeremiah S., killed, Columbia, Tennessee ; Deweese, Wm., wounded, died. Musicians: Higgins, John, drummer;  
Yeoman, Samuel, fifer; Ferguson, Kin, Wagoner. Privates : Burk, John ; Bridgeman, John ; Branson, John ; Bark-  
Hurst, Robert, died ; Bush, Isaac N. ; Board, William, died Bowling Green, Kentucky ; Bigger, John ; Bishop, Henry,  
wounded ; Betchel, Samuel, died; Bailey. Lewis L. ; Bennett. Sylvester; Black, John S. Bennett, Thos. J., wounded,  
Nashville; Clark, Samuel; Coshaw, John, killed. Days Gap; Collins, Wm., wounded, Stone River; Cornelius,  
Abraham ; Crawn, Thos. ; Corn, James ; Christopher, John S. ; Clifton, Chas. W. ; Cutsinger, Geo. ; Denney, Isaac ;  
Denney, Reacc A., wounded ; Dawson, Smiley, died ; Darroch, Daniel C. ; Davis, Bartholomew ; Dodson, Jesse ;  
Davis, Chas. B. ; Ennis, James ; Evans, Thos., died. Bowling Green, Kentucky; Eakey, Alexander: Edgings, Moses ;  
Esterling, Amos ; Feeley, John ; Fogarty, Jerry ; Griffin, Patrick, wounded, Corinth and Stone River; Greer, John,  
wounded, Nashville ; Gwinn, John A. ; Haney, Geo. W. ; Haney, William ; Hawkins, Walter; Hershman, Geo. W.,  
died, Shiloh, Tennessee; Hosier, Jacob, wounded ; Harrington, Jas. R. ; Handley, Ezra G. ; Howery, Henry, died,  
Bardston, Kentucky; Helms, James; Hatfield, James ; Harris, John T. ; Ham, Ephraim, died, Nashville, Tennessee ;  
Horn, John T. ; Haney, Ephraim; Humphrey, Robert F., wounded, Nashville, Tennessee; Howenstein, Geo. W 
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Haney, Levi, died; Hayton, Geo. W. ; Hamilton, James ; Johnson, Lemuel J. ; Johnson Isaac P. ; Jackson, Eli, died ;  
Johnston, Robert ; Jones, Francis, died ; Kennoyer, James ; Kelley, Leroy H. W. ; Karns, John, died, Nashville;  
Keenan, James; Kilgore, Samuel D. ; Lyons, Samuel; Lyons, John Bennett; Lyons, Abel; Lowtain, Cyrus, wounded.  
Days Gap; Lowe, John ; Love, Robert, killed. Stone River ; Lynch, Chas. W. ; Long, Elijah, wounded, Nashville ;  
Landrum, Thos. F. ; Lunday, David A. ; Mcintosh, Wm. G., died, Nashville ; McKee, John ; Mcintosh, Perry C. ;  
McClain, Hiram G. ; McClintock, Edmond : Lorris, Dennis P. ; Merrideth, Henry W. ; Myers, Alex A., wounded,  
Nashville ; Mallett, Chas. ; Maney, Martin V. ; Munson, John, wounded, Nashville ; Myers, Albert ; Marsh, 
Warren ; Maxwell, John N. ; Mesersmith, John D. ; Nothingham, James, died. Nashville ; Olmstead, Stark, 
wounded, Nashville ;  Owens, James M., wounded, Nashville ; Perrigo, William ; Pruett, Jonathan ; Quarterman, 
John ; Reeves, Wm. H. ; Roney, Nonan, wounded, Nashville, Tennessee ; Ryan, Michael; Robinson, John; Reed, 
Geo. W. ; Smith, Geo. W. ; S Mytherman, Alfred, died ; Smith, David G., died on march, Alabama ; Staton, 
Jonathan ; Scott, Thomas ; Sherman,  Edward ; Sherman, John; Smith, Benjamin Y. ; Staford, Tyler; Staford, 
Henry; Troup, Harry, killed, Nashville ; Thomas  Harvey J. ; Throughaman, Wm. W., wounded ; Tyler, Joseph ; 
Tegart, James ; West, Barden ; Wilcox, Wm. J. ; Wheeler,  H. P. ; Yeoman, Ira, killed, Nashville.  
     The Fifty-first Regiment participated in the battles of Shiloh, siege of Corinth,  Stone River, Perryville, Blunt's 
farm. Days Gap, Alabama. Made prisoners of war May 3, 1863, near Rome, Georgia, sent to Libby Prison, the 
rank and file paroled. Exchanged in November, 1863 ; re-entered active service without commissioned officers. 
Lieut.-Col. John M. Comparet from the Fifteenth Regiment placed in command; thereafter participated in the 
battles of Mission Ridge, Franklin, Columbia and Nashville. Their colonel, A. D. Streight, having escaped from 
Libby Prison, joined his regiment during the battle of Nashville and was assigned to the command of a brigade.  
 
Taken from "A standard history of Jasper and Newton counties, Indiana : an authentic narrative of the past, with 
an extended survey of modern developments in the progress of town and country" 
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