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Trial of Grover C. Neal for shooting Perl Bowers at the Mt. Tabor schoolhouse, a 

month ago, was called in court last Tuesday. Neal went out there to a pie supper 

and “created” a disturbance, and when he was remonstrated with, he refused to 

desist. When informed that he was under arrest he took down the road followed 

by Bowers. Neal drew his revolver and shot back at Bowers, striking him in both 

legs. Neal kept on going, and was arrested a week afterwards at his mother’s 

house near the junction. The jury is composed of Wm. Dicks, Henry Davidson, 

Geo. Bayless, Robt. Davis, Chas. Ellis, Cyrus Cunningham, Andrew Pogue, Elias 

Dunbar, TW Sutton, Alex Bible, James Coons and Isaac Hunter The State 

showed how the meeting had been disturbed and eating pies interfered with, and 

how the teacher attempted to get them to desist, and when this was impossible a 

constable placed Neal under arrest. Neal then struck out for tall timber, shooting 

as he went, because ”that is the way they do in Tennessee.” The defense 

introduced many with himself like said that Neal conducted how he should be at 

a pie supper. Many of these witnesses were young ladies employed at the match 

factory where Neal worked Several witnesses for Neal were on the stand 

Thursday, but they seemed to think that Neal was a fine young man, and had not 

done much at the school house. An effort was made to show that Neal had not 

rang the bell and was a first-class fellow. Several said that he had always been a 

peaceful boy. Neal testified in his own behalf and stuck to the story as set out by 

his other witnesses; the attorneys then argued the case and the jury on the third 

ballot found for the defendant, who departed for home in high glee. No one 

desires to find fault with a jury, but those bullet holes in the legs of the teacher 

surely did not get there in any other way than from a pistol in the hands of Neal. 

About the next pie supper he attends he may think that he had the right to shoot 

a hole in every leg there as that be the way in Tennessee Are we to think that the 

old school house bell rang on its own accord and the holes in the teacher’s legs 

got there by mistake? - transcribed by kbz 

 


