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“One time when we were down there, Mom took me over to Washington to show me where 

she once worked at Bob Mount's Candy Kitchen.  He was still alive then. She could really 

make good candy.  She could pull taffy on a big hook on the wall and make the best Divinity 

and Fudge.  She also worked for him in Petersburg.  He had two Candy Kitchens.”  

The Tolers, Keiths and Tabors. L to R: Jerry Keith, Doris Keith Pace, 

Dick Hennegen, JoAnn Pace Tabor, Bob Tabor, Vi Keith (Ed’s wife) 

and Edward Vern Keith (Doris’ brother). 

Front L to R: Jewel Miller and Ma (Adelia) Toler. Back: Frank 

Traylor and Stella Toler Traylor (Adelia’s daughter).  

Edward and Doris Kieth 1956. 
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Stella Toler 

Anna Toler had one brother and four sisters.  Stella 

married Frank Traylor and they had three children; 

Jewel, Dale and Stanton. The children were in Peters-

burg High School along with Rentis Pace. Jewel was 

in the class of 1927 and Stanton was in the class of 

1931. The class prophesy for Jewel was telling for she 

went on to marry Azel Miller, a high school sweet-

heart. Azel’s parents were Sallie and Charles Miller 

and Charles was a policeman.  

Petersburg Press 6/1927 
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Stanton Traylor married Mildred Harbin and they had one son 

William Kay. After she passed away he married Norma 

Harner and they had two children Danny Lee and Jeanna 

Renee.  

Herbert Toler married Myrtle and they had two children; 

Adelia and John William. John William Toler and Evelyn  

had a daughter Sue, a cheerful little girl who later died as a 

teenager. Later John married Mary. 

Hilda Adelia (Dea) was unmarried and Margaret (Maggie) 

married Will Hoggatt and they had two children; Helen and 

Rollin.  

Petersburg Press  

Petersburg Press  3/22/1929 

Norma Traylor with the baby. 

L to R: Jewel Traylor Miller, Nellie 

Houk, Azel Miller, Doris Dale Keith 

Pace, Jerry Keith, Center:  JoAnn Pace 

(age 6),  1936, Monument Circle, Indi-

anapolis. 

John William Toler and his daughter Sue. 

1951. 
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Isa Dea Toler 

Isa was Anna’s sister and helped take care of Doris in In-

dianapolis. She was born in 1891. Isa was married several 

times, first to George Meyers December 5, 1914 then to 

Dale J. Collins on April 

10, 1922. Isa was a 

flapper in the 20s and 

lived in Indianapolis. 

JoAnn Pace was born 

in her house on Emer-

son Avenue. Her last 

husband was Clarence 

Taylor, a fireman in 

Indianapolis who en-

joyed doing woodwork-

ing.  Isa Dea Toler with a friend. Indianapolis 

Petersburg Pess 1/24/1928 

Isa with her niece Adelia Hilda Toler.  Dale Collins 
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Most males had to register for the draft in WWI, here are Jerry Keith and Herbert Toler’s registration cards.   
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Petersburg 
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Petersburg - 1900s 

Peter R. Brenton had considerable land holdings in the White Oak Springs area of Pike County 

which was an important source of fresh water for travelers. In 1816, he and several of his 

neighbors pooled some of their land together for a new town. In honor of his contribution they 

named the town Petersburg after him.28 

Main Street Petersburg, 1900 3 

The two main newspapers in Petersburg were the Petersburg 

Press and the Pike County Democrat. It often contained inter-

esting insight into the local community. Below are some inter-

esting stories. 

While engaged in cutting lumber at 

the Briggs saw mill in this city last 

Saturday, a large hollow log was 

placed on the tramway and as it 

was being sawed into slabs a half 

dozen or more big black snakes 

emerged from the hole in the log to 

the consternation and amazement 

of the man in charge of the rig. 

They were dispatched at once in 

true biblical style. 

May 10, 1929 

Walter Lemmon drove down town 

one night not long ago with one of 

his neighbor’s hens roosting on his 

auto bumper. The chicken knew he 

was a good fellow and was not dis-

turbed. However, he found out the 

fowl was there after he got out of 

the car and put it aside and took it 

home when he returned. 

March 22, 1929 

In Jail For Stealing 

Virgil Austin and Charles McFar-

land, of Mullen Hill, this city were 

arrested Tuesday afternoon by Chief 

Wm. Weathers on a charge of chick-

en stealing. 

The theft took place on Monday 

night, so Austin confessed to 

Weathers, at the hen-roost of John 

Howard, on ninth street, where they 

found 7 nice springers. Being chick-

en hungry, they took them to the 

home of Austin and with their 

friends has a fry that must have been 

a good one.  

Wednesday they were tried in court 

and sent to the penal farm for four 

months. 

 September 23, 1930 
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First National Bank Of Petersburg 

George T. Frank was the President of the First National Bank from 

1913 to 1936. The bank, originally the Pike County State Bank, was 

started by his relatives, two brothers Gustoff and Moses Frank. 

Gustoff was the first President from 1894 to 1909. George worked 

in the bank as a teller and advanced to president.28 The bank under 

George had foreclosed on many properties around Petersburg and 

that was how they acquired the farm Thomas Pace sharecropped. 

In 1880 George T. age 21, was living at home with his parents, Sa-

rah and Simon P. Frank. Simon age 69 was a miller (probably at the 

Frank Flouring Mill) and Sarah was 55. George had a brother Mark 

who was a druggist, age 31 and a sister Bettie M. then 23 keeping 

house. They also had a servant, Anna White age 18.14 By 1910 

George T. Frank was a cashier at the bank that Gustoff and Moses 

had started. He was 52 years old and married. His wife, Nannie was 

47 and they had two daughters Nellie, age 20 and Louise age 16.7 In 

1920 Nellie and Louise were still living at home on South 7th Street 

with George and Nannie. Louise was an Assistant Cashier at the 

bank12 and by 1923 Nellie took her place. Both Louise and Nellie 

were also Directors of the Bank. 

First National Bank Of Petersburg located at the corner of 8th and Main streets. 

Petersburg Press,  

Jan 19, 1923 
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Old Frank’s Grocery on 6th & Main street - 2009. 

The Franks In Petersburg 

The Frank brothers, Gustoff and Moses came to Indiana from Prussia (Germany).  Jewish mer-

chants they both got started in business in Petersburg. Moses Frank owned Franks Grocery on 

Main street. There was also a Frank Brothers Flour Mill on Main near Pike Avenue.  

Gustoff Frank in 1880 was 43 and married to Sarah, age 35. They were both from Prussia and 

he was a dry goods merchant. They had three sons, Solomon 13, Sigmund 11 and Edward 3 as 

well as two daughters Bertha 8 and Estella 5.14 

Moses Frank in 1880 was age 36, born in Prussia and married to Josephine, age 33 also from 

Prussia. Moses was a dry goods merchant. 

They had a son Gustoff age 2 and a daughter 

Bernice age 1. They had a housekeeper Mag-

gie Hagen age 19 living with them.  They also 

had two clerks from the store living with them. 

They were also from Prussia, Simon Wolf age 

14 and Albert Haas age 28.14 

Petersburg Press, March 9, 1923 

Pike County Democrat 

April 11, 1930 
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Pike County Democrat May 1929 

Pike County Democrat  

Sept 13, 1929 

Pike County Democrat 

Sept 20, 1929 

Petersburg Press 

3/25/1927 

Prohibition 

Prohibition, also known as The Noble Experiment, 

was the period from 1919 to 1933, during which 

the sale, manufacture, and transportation of alcohol 

for consumption were banned nationally as man-

dated in the Eighteenth Amendment to the United 

States Constitution. Though it prohibited the sale of 

alcohol, it did little to enforce the law. The illegal 

production and distribution of liquor, or bootleg-

ging, became rampant, and the national govern-

ment did not have the means or desire to enforce 

every border, lake, river, and speakeasy in Ameri-

ca. 

 Prohibition became increasingly unpopular during 

the Great Depression, especially in large cities. On 

December 5, 1933, the ratification of the Twenty-

first Amendment repealed the Eighteenth Amend-

ment. 

Pike County Democrat 

September 13, 1929 

The Big Four Railroad 

The Cleveland, Cincinnati, Chica-

go and St. Louis Railway, also 

known as the Big Four was formed 

on June 30. The railroad was head-

quartered in Indianapolis, Indiana, 

in the building known as the Big 

Four Building. 

The Big Four ran between Terre 

Haute and Evansville stopping in 

Petersburg. Though in the 1920s it 

was owned by the NYCRR it was 

still called the Big Four. The train 

would have been a good way for 

Ira Adams to get back and forth 

from college in Evansville. 

Pike County Democrat 

April 19, 1929 
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Bicknell 
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Bicknell Business District, circa 1940 22 

Bicknell—1930s 

Bicknell was a small town focused on agriculture and coal 

mining. Around the turn of the 20th century it was prosper-

ous and the mines were supplying a good work opportuni-

ty.  After the mines closed by the late 1900s most of the 

shops also closed. 

Pike County Democrat 5/25/1929 
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Raymond Mosby, James Wineinger , Lloyd Wineinger, and John and Herbert Reel all worked 

in the mines in the 1930’s and 40’s, which in the end, like many, was their death. James was 

killed in a mining accident in 1937 and Raymond and Lloyd both died of Black Lung disease. 

Bicknell Coal Company, 1910.22 Freeman Mine, Bicknell22 

Pike County Democrat 2/1/1929 
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Thomas Jefferson Pace 

In 1931 Raymond Mosby, Ru-

by's husband, talked Thomas 

into moving to Bicknell. Tom 

worked in the WPA till he got 

steady work. Tom finally got a 

job at a grade school as a jani-

tor and maintenance man. 

Thomas moved into a small 

house with a big garden out 

back, across from the school at 

702 Maple. In February, 1931 

Rentis went down to Texas to 

work for his Uncle Ira for three 

months. When Rentis came back he joined the Army in June 1931.  

“They (the Paces) went to the Nazarene Church in Bicknell.  I always went there with them.  

Of course it was within walking distance.  When Ruby and Ray got a car, Ruby would come by 

and pick us up on Sunday for Church. The house on Maple Street is the one the I remember the 

most. They were close friends with John and Mable Reel who lived down Maple Street (603) 

from them. They would all go to church together.”21 

Pace Family in Bicknell, front yard of 702 Maple. L to R: Tom, Ruby 

Ollie, Raymond, Bertha, Rentis. Front: JoAnn, Jackie. 

Public School on Maple Street, Bicknell. 
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Bertha died on March 17, 1949 from breast cancer. About a 

year later Thomas was thinking of remarrying but Ruby 

thought it was too soon. Thomas wrote Rentis about the matter 

and Rentis told him to do what he wanted. In 1951 Thomas 

married Mabel Brown Reel, her husband had passed away in 

1945. Thomas and Mabel lived in the house in Bicknell till they 

passed away. Mabel died on March 7, 1973 and Thomas at the 

age of 90 that same year . 

 

Mabel’s first husband John W. Reel was a coal miner. They 

were married on September 11, 1914 in Sullivan County, Indi-

ana. John was working at the Vandelia Coal Company, mine 

#14. In 1920 they were living in Jefferson, Sullivan County but 

by 1930, because of hard times, they had moved in with Ma-

bel’s brother Herbert Brown and his wife Lillian and their two 

children, Chester and Donna in Bicknell. Later John and Mable 

moved into their own house at 603 Maple Street in Bicknell. 

“My Father was Herbert Brown. John and Mable lived with us 

for nearly a year. My Dad was a coal miner, not working but 

one day a week, but he would work on a farm in the summer 

months, his pay either eggs, milk, fruit or veges. I don't remember going hungry, but later years 

my Dad would tell us times we only ate a bowl of oatmeal and a potato for dinner. Once a 

month the Trustee would put on our porch a basket of food, sugar, 

flour, beans, rice and coffee. I only remember being in a happy 

home and always family members showing up at meal time. I 

thought that was Great!” (Donna Brown Bell) By 1942 John was 

working at the Knox Consolidated Coal Company #2 mine.  

Thomas and Mabel in the front yard  

at 702 Maple Street, Bicknell. 

Bertha, Ruby and Jackie at the Ma-

ple Street house in Bicknell. 

Mable Brown 

Reel 

John Reel and Jessie Brown 

(Mable’s father). Courtesy 

of Donna Brown. 
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Bicknell, Indiana 

1920—30 
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Ruby Agnes Pace 

Ruby and Raymond had one daughter, Jacqueline Joyce on Sep-

tember 3rd 1928 at the Brick House. They moved to Bicknell, and 

Raymond went to work in the coal mines. They were members of 

the Church of the Nazarene in Bicknell. 

“We lived in Bicknell all the time, after that all these years. We just 

rented a house, we rented one down on South Main St. and it was 

kind of an apartment. He had to get up early when it was dark, 

when he left to go to the mine, Jackie was just a baby. I had her in 

bed with me after he left. I just stayed in bed.” 

“The man that lived there in that house on Alton, he'd come one 

morning and opened the door and just stood there looking at me 

lying in the bed, just like scared the life out of me. We heard that he 

was awful bad to all the women you know, and I told Raymond 

about it as soons he got home, and he said: "you get your things, 

were gettin out of this place, your not staying here alone”.” 

“We had a one seated truck. Raymond and me, we'd go for rides 

and Jackie was a baby. I had her on my lap. “Dad worked on the 

WP A after he came over here (Bicknell). He worked at something. 

The last place he worked was at the school as a janitor. That old 

school is tom down now. That was a pretty good job he had there. 

It was close. He was a janitor there a good bit.”27 

Raymond Mosby and Ruby 

Raymond Mosby and Ruby Rentis, Jackie and Ruby 

Raymond, Jackie, Ruby in 

Bicknell, 1929. 
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Jacqueline Joyce Mosby 

Jackie was born on September 3, 1928 near Peters-

burg, Pike County.  

“I attended school at South Side and Bicknell High 

School. I attended the Church of Nazarene for 57 

years. Taught the Jr. High School for six years. Was 

in charge of the music department. Have done spe-

cial singing, solo and duets with my mother all my 

life. Music is and always has been my life.  When I 

became ill in 76, I had to stop all of this. I had to do 

something else with my life so I started to write a 

recipe column for two newspapers. I wrote my col-

umn for the Knox County Daily News and  the New 

Harmony, Ind. Times. I went on to write and pub-

lish a cookbook and it sold just fine. The book is 

called "Come Into My Kitchen".  My Church has 

appointed me to adopt two missionary families to 

keep in contact with, writing to them and sending 

special cards. I have one in South Africa and anoth-

er in Brazil.”    

“We have moved so much it is hard to keep tract of 

dates. We had to move a lot because of Lloyds work. 

We moved to Arizona right after we were married. 

The dry dust did not agree with me, so we moved back to Bicknell,  to Evansville, to Martins-

ville, to Indianapolis, back to Evansville, and back to Indianapolis and back to Bicknell 18 years 

ago. Hope we never move again, Ha.” 

    “I do not feel that I have done anything major with my life, but I have done my best with 

much interest and zest and that is all one can do. We went through the great depression and we 

survived. I was lucky. I had a  lot of love from 

my parents. I never had toys for Christmas for 

a long time but I was happy because of love in 

our home. We were poor in those depression 

days but I was rich because of love.”29 

Jackie married Lloyd Wineinger on April 27, 

1947 in Bicknell Indiana.  Jackie passed away 

in 2005 and Lloyd on January 11, 2008. 

Jackie (l) and JoAnn (r) wearing Chinese outfits 

brought by Rentis. 1934 


