
(Handwritten date:  Monday, Feb. 6, 1939) 

M. W. F. MEETING 

   The M. W. F. Home Economics Club meeting was held Thursday evening, at the home 

of Mrs. Jacob H. Habegger.  The meeting was opened by giving the creed and singing 

the club song.  A report was given by Mrs. Noah J. Schrock and Mrs. Jerry Liechty, who 

were sent to Purdue by the club.  Games and contests were played.  Prizes were won by 

Mrs. Noah J. Schrock and Iola Gates.  Refreshments consisting of banana salad served 

on lettuce topped with whipped cream were served to the following members and 

friends present: 

   The Mesdames Jerry Liechty, Joel Sprunger, Gilbert Stucky, Noah Graber, Omer 

Lehman, Noah J. Schrock, Wm. Burry, Albert Huser, Rufus Huser, Amos L. Inniger, 

Dan Schwartz, Alfred Lehman, and the Misses Iola and Bessie Gates, Vergene and 

Floine [sic] Neuenschwander, Alice Huser, and the hostess Mrs. Jacob H. Habegger 

assisted by her daughter Rose. 

***** 

(Handwritten date:  Thursday, Feb. 9, 1939) 

MENNO HIRSCHY BADLY INJURED 

Local Man Loses Three Fingers in Furniture Factory Mishap 

   

   Menno Hirschy, well-known local man, late Wednesday met with an unfortunate 

accident at a local furniture factory where he is employed.  Mr. Hirschy had the three 

middle fingers on his left hand caught in a shaper which he was operating.  The fingers 

were badly mangled and had to be amputated between the first and second joints.    

   The injury is causing Mr. Hirschy considerable pain.  The attending physician stated 

that unless infection sets in, the injuries should heal rapidly. 

***** 

(Handwritten date:  Wednesday, March 1, 1939) 

OUR PROOF READER IS WINNER IN PROOF READING CONTEST 

   The proof reading contest that was held in connection with the Stengel & Craig 

birthday sale was won by Miss Elma C. Sprunger.  She should!  She is the Berne Witness 

proof reader. 



   To tell you what a swell proof reader Miss Sprunger is, she found three more 

misspelled words than the number that had been given the judges by which to judge 

the contest. 

   And of course, a birthday sale should be won by someone on their birthday. Well, 

Miss Sprunger qualified there too.  It was her (?) birthday yesterday when the winner of 

the fine 25-piece set of aluminum ware was announced. 

***** 

(Handwritten date:  Monday, Feb. 20, 1939) 

   Miss Hulda Steury, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Dan P. Steury, has been confined to her 

home the last several days on account of illness. 

   Mr. and Mrs. C. L. Walters of Decatur were the Sunday evening dinner guests of Mr. 

and Mrs. J. D. R. Schwartz and family. 

   Mr. and Mrs. Ben Sprunger, Mrs. Dan Stucky and Mrs. Abe Egly left this morning for 

Florida, where they expect to spend a month or six weeks.  They will be located at St. 

Petersburg. 

***** 

(Handwritten date:  Monday, Jan. 30, 1939) 

   Mr. and Mrs. Calvin Coppess returned Thursday evening from a 10-day trip to 

Florida.   

   Menas Graber, who had been seriously ill with pneumonia, is reported slightly 

improved. 

***** 

(Handwritten date:  Thursday, Feb. 2, 1939) 

LOCAL PEOPLE SNOWBOUND 

Willard Hirschy, Milo Sprunger Report Funeral Cortege Delayed 9 Hours 

 

   Willard Hirschy and Milo Sprunger of this place who motored to Gladwin, Mich., to 

attend the funeral of Mrs. Frank Wines, sister of Miss Sarah Boyer of this place, were 

snowbound near Lansing for approximately nine hours Monday as was the funeral 



cortege.  The men returned here Tuesday noon and reported heavy snow and deep 

drifts all along the way to Fort Wayne. 

   Mr. and Mrs. Omer Yoemen and baby of Chicago who visited relatives and friends 

here over the week end also met difficulty on their return trip Monday.  They motored 

as far as Churubusco and from there Mr. Yoeman took the train to Chicago and Mrs. 

Yoeman and babe returned to Berne. 

   The storm which covers a large part of the tri-state area started late Sunday and 

coated the area with snow and ice, making nearly all roads except Federal and (cut off) 

***** 

(Handwritten date:  Monday, Jan. 30, 1939) 

DEATH TAKES WILLIAM KELLY 

Father of Vincent Kelly Dies; Funeral Held Today 

 

   William Kelly, aged 58, a native of Geneva, died at 6 o'clock Saturday morning at the 

Easthaven hospital at Richmond.  Mr. Kelly was admitted to the hospital exactly four 

weeks before his death occurred.  Death was caused by hardening of the arteries, it was 

said. 

   Mr. Kelly was a native of Geneva and used to work in the oil fields.  He is survived by 

his wife and two sons, Vincent Kelly, city attorney at Decatur and Paul Kelly, a 

Freshman at Kentucky University. 

   The funeral was held this forenoon at the St. Mary's Catholic church east of Geneva, 

with burial in the church cemetery. 

   Three sisters and two brothers also survive.  They are Mrs. Emma Schug, of Fort 

Wayne, formerly of Berne; Mrs. H. L. Sipe of Jefferson twp.; Mrs. Jesse Smitley of 

Traverse City, Mich.; Chas. Kelly of Auburn and Sam Kelly of Fort Wayne.  Mr. Kelly 

was an uncle of Walter Schug of this place. 

***** 

(Handwritten date:  Thursday, Feb. 2, 1939) 

   Among those from this community who attended the annual Wells county fish fry at 

Bluffton, Monday evening, were Sanford Frazee, county agent L. E. Archbold,  Mr. and 



Mrs. Ben Mazelin,  Millard Schwartz,  Dan Habegger,  Peter B. Lehman and Henry 

Aschleman. 

   Gerald Stucky of Bethel College, North Newton, Kans., arrived in Berne this morning 

for a short visit at the home of his parents, Mr. and Mrs. Otto Stucky and family. 

   Lyman Seitz and Mrs. Johnson of Logansport, visited at the home of Mrs. Emma 

Allspaw, Wednesday. 

   Rev. H. I. Fraker who is conducting evangelistic meetings at the Defenseless 

Mennonite church, left Wednesday evening for Toledo, O., to attend the funeral of his 

brother-in-law.  He will return to Berne Friday, and Mr. and Mrs. Carl Parlee will be in 

charge of the services this evening. 

***** 

(Handwritten date:  Thursday, 1939) 

   (Photo with caption:  Bob Dro) 

   Bloomington, Ind. Feb. 2 - One of Indiana University's outstanding sophomores on the 

basketball team is Bob "Moose" Dro of Berne, who plays both forward and guard.  Dro 

likely will start against Ohio State here next Monday, Feb. 6, when the two teams meet 

in a return Big Ten game.  Indiana will be seeking to avenge its only Big Ten defeat, 

handed out by Ohio State when the two teams met earlier in the season. 

***** 

(Handwritten date:  Thursday, Feb. 2, 1939) 

NEW ARRIVALS  

   David C. and Evangeline Rohrer Embler are the parents of an eight pound girl, 

Elsbeth, born Wednesday morning at the Dubach hospital. 

   A boy, Cecil Duane, was born to Ralph and Mildred Stucky Teeter of Linn Grove, 

Wednesday morning. 

***** 

(Handwritten date:  Thursday, Feb. 2, 1939) 

LEWIS HABEGGER UNDERGOES OPERATION  



   Lewis Habegger underwent an operation Tuesday morning for the removal of one 

kidney.  He is at the Lutheran hospital at Fort Wayne and his condition today was 

reported fairly satisfactory.  The kidney is said to have been causing infection and was 

badly diseased.  A blood transfusion was made after the operation, Chester Beitler 

furnishing the blood. 

   Habegger is fully conscious most of the time and does not suffer much at the present, 

it was said. 

***** 

(Handwritten date:  Monday, Jan. 30, 1939) 

SOCIETY NEWS 

Celebrates 91st Birthday 

   A number of friends gathered at the home of Mrs. Maria Habegger who celebrated her 

91st birthday Sunday.  At noon a basket dinner was enjoyed and the afternoon was 

spent in visiting.  Mrs. Habegger received some nice gifts. 

   Those present were Mr. and Mrs. Louis J. Habegger and family,  Mr. and Mrs. Arman 

Habegger and family, Mildred Sprunger, Audria McWhinney of Fort Wayne, and Mrs. 

Eliza McWhinney. 

***** 

(Handwritten date:  Thursday, 1939) 

RUTH HURST BRIDE MONDAY 

Former Monroe H. S. Student Bride of Van Wert Man 

 

   Decatur, Feb. 2 - Miss Ruth Virginia Hurst, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Frank Hurst of 

near Monroe and Dean E. Summersett, son of Mr. and Mrs. M. W. Summersett of Van 

Wert, Ohio, were united in marriage Monday at six p.m. at the ? United Brethren 

church in this ?.  Rev. James A. Weber read the vows of the single ring ceremony.  The 

church was decorated with ? and lighted by candles.  Irene ? at the organ, played the 

wedding march.  Miss Peggy Gype was maide of honor and Ernest Ackerman was 

attendant. 

   The bride attended Monroe high school. 



   The bride wore a royal blue floor length dress and carried a bouquet of roses.  The 

maid of honor wore a pale blue taffeta ? length dress and carried a bouquet of roses. 

   A dinner and reception was held in the basement of the church for the immediate 

families.  The table was decorated in blue and ? and was centered with a wedding cake 

with bride and groom on the top.  During the ceremony Mr. and Mrs. Frank Hurst were 

presented with a basket of roses in honor of their thirtieth wedding anniversary, which 

was also on the thirtieth.   Rev. R. O. ?? presented a vocal selection ?? the reception. 

   The couple with reside at 602 ? Street, Van Wert, Ohio. 
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