
(Handwritten date:  Saturday, May 6, 1939) 
 
ALLEGED SEX-SLAYER ON WITNESS STAND 
 
   (Photo with caption:  Adrian Miller, Accused Murderer of Alice May Girton) 
   Adrian Miller took the witness stand in Circuit Court, in an attempt (cut off)..he was 
insane when he strangled to death 18-year-old Alice May Girton last October 13 after 
criminally attacking the girl.  The (cut) demanding Miller's death in the electric chair. - 
Staff Photo 
 
***** 
 
(No date) 
 
   Mr. and Mrs. Owen Rush and family of near Portland will move this week to the Mrs. 
Henry Meyers farm several miles northwest of Berne.  Mrs. Meyers held a public sale 
last week.  She and her daughter, Mrs. Cecil Kessler, will also continue to live in part of 
the house. 
    
   Walter Zuercher writes to the Berne Review from Texas, stating that he is leaving for 
Berne Tuesday, Feb. 21.  Walter has been in Texas, New Mexico and other parts (cut off) 
 
***** 
(Handwritten date:  Friday, May 5, 1939) 
 
DIES SUDDENLY 
 
   (Photo with caption:  Martin Miller, retired hardware merchant, was found dead on 
the front porch of his home in this city this afternoon) 
 
MARTIN MILLER DIES SUDDENLY 
Retired Hardware Merchant is Found Dead This Afternoon 
 
   Martin Miller, 75, retired Decatur hardware merchant, was found dead this afternoon 
about 2 o'clock in the swing on the front porch of his home, 825 West Monroe street. 
   The physician, who was summoned after his body had been found, stated death was 
likely caused by heart trouble and complications.  He had been ill over an extended 
period. 
   His wife found Mr. Miller on the front porch and thinking that he was sleeping threw 
a cover over him.  About 2 o'clock she returned to find him dead.  The doctor placed the 
time of death at about 1 p.m. 
   Mr. Miller, one of the city's most highly respected citizens was a devout member of 
the Zion Reformed church.  For a number of years he was an active member of the 



Knights of Pythias lodge.  He was a stockholder in the Lee Hardware company here for 
a number of years until his retirement.  He was a native of Preble township.  He was 
born on a farm there February 4, 1864, the son of Adam and Mary Dix-Miller.  He was 
married to Louisa Borne on February 12, 1888.  They commemorated their golden 
wedding anniversary last year. 
   Surviving besides the widow, are two sons, Edward J., local grocer of this city, and 
Elmer Miller of Fort Wayne;  one daughter, Mrs. Walter Deitsch of this city, and a sister, 
Mrs. William Beineke, also of Decatur.  Two sons, George and Ralph Miller, are 
deceased.  Four grandchildren:  Mrs. Homer Barton,  Mrs. Harold Murphy, Marjorie 
Miller and Robert Deitsch and two great-grandchildren, also survive. 
   Funeral services have not been arranged. 
 
***** 
(Handwritten date:  Thursday, Feb. 16, 1939) 
 
   Miss Barbara Liechty, who is planning to hold a public sale will leave for Elkhart soon 
after the sale to stay with her brother, it was said today.  Mr. and Mrs. John Liechty and 
daughter will move into the Dan Liechty home and stay with Mr. Liechty after Barbara 
leaves. 
 
   Mrs. Jacob Hilty of northwest of Berne recently underwent a major operation at the 
Adams county hospital.  Her condition is reported to be satisfactory. 
 
   Mr. and Mrs. Herman Kiefer moved Wednesday evening from their apartment in the 
Mrs. Maude Abnet property to the house recently vacated by Mrs. George Braun and 
family. 
 
   Mrs. Richard Craner and daughter, of Celina, Ohio, visited at the home of her parents, 
Mr. and Mrs. Henry Amstutz and family Wednesday. 
 
   Mrs. Amos Inniger entertained the following with an all day quilting at her home 
today:  the Mesdames Jacob Habegger, Ben Mazelin, Milton Habegger, Joe D. Schwartz, 
Reuben Steury,  Rudolph Steury,  Franklin Sprunger, and Leo Hanni and Miss Rose 
Habegger. 
    
   The Benhart Lehman family, who had a sale today, will move to the Ezra Shertz farm 
southwest of town next week.  The Fred Zuercher family who have been living on the 
Ira Wagoner farm which was recently sold will then move to the Soldner farm vacated 
by the Lehman family. 
 
   The Mesdames Chris Beer, Chris Stucky,  Jacob Sprunger, Noah Stauffer, Noah 
Augsburger, John Augsburger, Sam Baumgartner, Emanuel Habegger, Christina 



Stucky, Victor Graber, Katy Inniger, David Habegger and David J. Mazelin  spent 
Wednesday afternoon at the home of Mrs. Abraham Inniger, quilting. 
 
***** 
(Handwritten date:  Monday, March 27, 1939) 
 
MARGARET EICHAR IS BRIDE OF J. A. MAXWELL 
 
   Miss Margaret Eichar, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. D. F. Eichar and Dr. J. A. Maxwell of 
Willshire, were united in marriage Saturday afternoon, March twenty-fifth at four-thirty 
o'clock  in the Methodist church at Willshire.  Rev. Samuel Brunner, assisted by Rev. 
David Eichar, brother of the bride, performed the ceremony. The bride was given away 
by her brother, Rev. David Eichar.  The altar was decorated with lillies, rose 
snapdragons,and white candleabras at each end. Preceding the ceremony Mrs. William 
G. Hoffer played a short musical and she also played during the ceremony.  Ushers 
were Janelle Cowan and Norma Beabout. 
   The bride wore a beige costume suit with fur lapels, a blue hat and beige 
accessories.  She wore a shoulder corsage of sweet peas and lillies-of-the-
valley.  Following the wedding a six-thirty dinner was served at the Marsh Hotel in Van 
Wert, Ohio, to the immediate families and friends.  The table was decorated with spring 
flowers, candles and centered with a three-tier wedding cake topped with a miniature 
bride and groom.  The couple left for a short wedding trip.  They will make their home 
in Montpelier, Ohio after April first. 
   The bride has been employed as a nurse in the office of Dr. Palmer Eicher in this city. 
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