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BRUNNER, ALBERT JOE
Technician 5, 302d Cavalry Reconnaissance Sq., 35 347 679. Born

29 July 1922 at Geneva, Ind., the son of Herman and Hazel (Sapp)
Brunner. Residence, R. R. 3, Decatur. Inducted 13 Nov. 1942 and
entered service 27 Nov. 1942. Training: Fort Riley, Kans., Fort Bliss,
Texas, and San Francisco. Sent overseas June 1943. Campaigns: Bis-
marck Archipelago, New Guinea, Leyte, Luzon. Killed in action 31
Mar. 1945 in Philippine Islands. Buried temporarily in U. S. Armed
Forces Cemetery, B«tangas, P. I.; later at Berne, Ind.
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CHRISTEN, JAMES BRUCE
First lieutenant, 36th Troop Carrier Sq., 316th Troop Carrier Group,

Army Air Corps, 0-790 139. Born 24 Apr. 1921, the son of Bruce C. and
Alice (Jackson) Christen. Residence, Decatur. Enlisted 4 Sep. 1941 at
Fort Benjamin Harrison as an aviation cadet. Training: Maxwell Field,
Ala., Turner Field, Ga., Fort Benning, Ga., Stout Field, Ind. Received
his wings and was commissioned 2d lieutenant at Turner Field May
1942. Sent overseas Nov. 1942 as pilot of a C-47 transport plane. Killed
in plane crash over Sicily, 11 July 1943, while carrying suppHes to the
troops in Sicily. Buried temporarily near Gela, Sicily; later in Mnplewood
Cemetery, Decatur.
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DERICKSON, RALPH JUNIOR
Private, 94th Division, 35896088. Born 5 Apr. 1925 at New

Corydon, Ind., the son of Ralph L. and Alpha (Brewster) Derickson.
Residence. R. R. 2. Geneva. Inducted 4 Oct. 1943 and entered service
25 Oct. 1943. Training: (antiaircraft), Fort Eustis, Va.; ( infantry), Fort
Benning, Ga., Camp McCain, Miss. Sent overseas 6 Aug. 1944. Killed
in action 15 Jan. 1945 in Germany. Buried temporarily in U. S. Mili-
tary Cemetery, Hamm, Luxembourg; later in Riverside Cemetery, Geneva.

EHLERDING, HERBERT HENRY
Private first class, 152d Infantry, 38th Division, 35176619. Born

12 July 1917 in Preble Twp., Adams Co., Ind., the son of Gustav and
Amanda (Swell) Ehlerding. Fanner, R. R. 2, Decatur. Enlisted 19
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Apr. 1941 at Toledo, Ohio, Training: Camp Shelby, Miss., Camp
Carrabelle, Fla., Camp Livingston, La. Sent overseas Jan. 1944. Served
in Hawaii, New Guinea, Samar, and Philippine Islands. Killed 7 May
1945 in vicinity of Mr. Baytangan, Rizal Province, Island of Luzon, by
enemy mortar fire. Buried U. S. Armed Forces Cemetery No. 2, Manila,
P. I.
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EICHER, SOLOMON JOSEPH
Private, field artillery, 35329214. Born 27 Jan. 1909 at Geneva,

Ind., the son of Chris and Catherine (Mosher) Eicher. Married. 29 Sep.
1940 to Pearl Bradburn of Westport, Ind. Employed road construction
work, Decatur. Inducted and entered service 18 June 1942 at Toledo,
Ohio. Training: Camp Robinson, Ark., Camp Bowie, Tex. Died 24
Apr. 1943 of a kidney infection at the Army and Navy Hospital, Hot
Springs, Ark. Buried Westport, Ind.
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BITING, RICHARD EDWARD
Technician 5, Hdqrs. Co., 3d Battalion, 318th Infantry, 80th Divi-

sion, 35330239. Born 23 Aug. 1920, the son of Benjamin and
Elizabeth (Miller) Eiting. Married 15 May 1944 to Louise Bit of Fort
Wayne. Employed in clothing store, Decatur. Inducted and entered
service 15 July 1942. Training: Camp Forrest, Tenn., Fort Benning,
Ga., Camp Phillips, Kans., Yuma, Ariz. Sent overseas June 1944.
Died 17 Sep. 1944 in France of wounds received in action two days
earlier. Buried temporarily in an American milirary cemetery at Andilly,
France; later in St. Joseph's Catholic Cemetery, Decatur.
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FENNIG, ROBERT LEE
Private first class, Co. A, 6th Armored Infantry, 1st Armored Divi-

sion, 35536373. Born 7 Aug. 1922, at New Corydon, Ind., the son
of Edward and Myrtle (Fogle) Fennig. Residence, Geneva. Inducted
5 Dec. 1942 and entered service 12 Dec. 1942. Training: Camp Phillips,
Kans., Nashville, Tenn., Fort Meade, Md. Sent overseas Nov. 1943.
Killed 7 July 1944 in Italy by a land mine. Buried in "an American
military cemetery near Rome, Italy.


