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MAGLEY CENIENNIAL 1882 - 1982

Magley, Indiana is located in Adams County, Preble Township, and is located two
miles west of the town of Preble, and one mile from the Wells County line.
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JACOB J. MAGLEY HARRIETT WILDER MAGLEY
(Founder of Magley)

Jacob J, was the seventh child of Christian Magley II and wife, Mary Schearer
Magley. He was born near Monmouth on Sept. 17, 1852, and was married to Harriett,
daughter of Edwin and Mary Barkley Wilder on March 30, 1880. Jacob J. taught
school in Root, Kirkland and Preble Townships, and engaged in farming, when he
went to Preble Township where he engaged in mercantile and manufacturing business,
He was first merchant, tile manufacturer, first postmaster and first ticket agent
for the Chicago and Erie Railroad at this place, the little town being named
"Magley" for him, and still bearing this name,
In 1885, he moved to Decatur and engaged in the hardware and butcher business at
various times, His wite, Harriett, died at their nome in Decatur, Indisna, on
November 26, 1909.

They had four children:

Jessie Ethel, born May 7, 1881, in Root Township

Chauncey Edwin, born May 8, 1884, at Magley, Indiana

Mary Fanchon, born December 6, 1890, at Decatur, Indiana

Harold Wilder, born November 27, 1900, at Decatur, Indiana
He was married a second time in May, 1924, to Louisa Schearer Von Ins,

Cover design by: Mrs. Robert V., (Helen Hildebrand) Beery

Magley Items, January 31, 1896 Decatur Democrat

Magley is no swamp town, She has gravel roads and good sidewalks with a
creamery, hoop factory, sawmill, blacksmith shop, depot, Western Union tele-
graph office and two general stores,
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POSTCARD SENT FROM MAGIEY ~ AUG. 7, 1913
to Mrs, Edith Shady by Hattie Bauer

Years ago, each little town had their own general store, post office, black-
smith, sawmill, depot (if located along a railroad), saloon, etc., This was
before ouwr modern ways of travel and paved roads.

Through the years, many changes have been made. 10 houses are still standing
that have been here many years, We tried to locate pictures of these houses
from the past. New houses have been erected in recent years, but the pop-
ulation remains the same, around 65 residents.
Included is a section on the people who are living in Magley today, one hun-
dred years since it was founded by Jacob J. Magley.
y
. HARRY BAUER'S HCORSE AND BUGGY

"PROGRESS THROUGH THE YEARS™
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Magley News Items _ Decatur Democrat

4 crowd of voung people from this place constituted a sleighing party to

Honduras Sunday night. Feb. 15, LB9S
Fruchte Bros, shipped a carload of hoops this week, Jan, 31, 1896
Sovine and Case are busy packing ice, Dec. 15, 1898
Ow saw mill is running again and have their yard nearly full of logs. They
also pay a good price for good elm logs, Dec, 22, 1898
Robert Case is very sick with the grip at this writing. Feb, 2L, 1899

Smith and Bowers loaded a carload of elm buts, and had guite a time while loading them.
Lagrippe (flu) has again visited a number of our people here., March 30, L899

Frank Jaberg went to Vera Cruz Sunday, and on his way home punctured his tire,
and having no repairs, had to walk about five miles, August 25, 1899

The snow storm last Friday, interupted the telephone service at this place.
March 29, 1900

Albert Shady and family moved into the house of Ed Mosure, Thurs. May 3, 1900
Charles Bauer and Edward Scherry have purchased bicycles, May 17, 1900
The stone bridge one half mile north of this place was completed Fri. June 21, 1900

A ghost, spook or some unnameable thing or being has been creating quite an
excitement near the stone bridge the past week by its peculiar ncdise. Upon
investigation it proved to be a young bull frog that was learning to creak, July 19y, 1900

A, R, Schlickmann believes in being up to date, he has bought him a rubber tired
buggy. ~ Mareh 1L, 1lyOL

August Kruetzman is busy working at the carpenter trade. May 2, 1901

Zverytning is booming in Magley.

Work has commenced on the new Pike.

A1l crops are looking good, except the watermellon.

Auvgust Kruetzman is thinking of organizing a new string band.

Henry Hildebrand is building a wire fence along his farm, June 27, 190L

Work has again commenced on the new pike, and the crushed stone will be placed
on in a tew days, August 8, 1901

Linker and Son holds the record of fast corn husking by threshing out 50
bushels in one week, We advise them to keep on, November 21, 190%

Mr. Sam Jaberg!s family is improving fast from a long spell of typhoid fever,
Jan, 16, 1902

Plowing, ditching and fence making are the leading industries of the farmer
in these localities,

Some of the scholars passed an examination for diplomas and they said the
questions were easy. Mareh 27, 1902




Sunday was a good day for bicycles and buggies.
The farmers are busy gathering their sheaves of wheat. July 2L, 1902
In olden times, wheat had to have nine dews but today it gets about two,

Corn cutting and wneat sowing have been the farmers employment for the past few days.
Monday was the first day of school. Sept. 25, 1902

Sleighing is the main attraction here at present.
Mr, E. Bonker who was bitten by a hog last October, is now able to be about again
and can do his own work, Jan, 8, 1903

Jacob Bloemker has purchased two fine farm horses at the cost of 3250.00, Feb, 12, 1903

Henry Worthman has been running his cane mill the past week in full blast, day and night.
The farmers in this locality are busily engaged in hauling gravel and husking corn.
Oct, 15, 1903

The public. roads of this vicinity have been in the worse condition than for many
years. . April 1L, 1904

The people are all busy plowing for corn and some are not through yet husking from
last year.

Magley is improving nicely, it's population is about 200, May 20, 190L

A number of old and young gathered at the home of Mr., and Mrs., Fred Bloemker and
im Becktdn sntertained them with some fine music with his gramaphone, June 2, 1904

Chris 3orne is building a new cnicken coop, 30 feet long and 10 feet wide,

Martin Worthman and Martin Jaberg went to Angola to attend scnool,

Pete Bauvers is putting a new wire fence around his yard.

Daniel Scherry has purchased a new rig. June 16, 1904

Edward Fruecnte had a runaway Saturday with the grass mower but in all the excite-
ment he stuck to the lines. After a few rounds in the field, he was thrown from
the machine but. holding to the lines managed to stop the team and escaped unhurt,

July 21, 190L

Fred Kolter, who has had the mumps for a few weeks is improving very nicely. He
will be on nis duties in a few days at Fort Wayne. March 11, 1909

Our old emewy, smallpox, has again invaded our town. There are six families under
quarantine and several cases in each family, all of which are very mild, but it is not
known howv soon the disease may assume a virulent form. We hope that it will soon
diasppear and not come in sight any more. Feb, 12, 1913

"Stealing"

A case of stealing was witnessed here Monday. A small boy being the guilty varty,
a2 little "rod medicine" would be a good remedy. June 9, 1899

Several youngsters were caught in Mr, Lew Xruetzmans apple orchard steallng apples.,
Remember the 6th commandment: Thou shalt not steal. Sept. 25, 1902




Jan. 15, 1892
MAGLEY DOINGS

Editor of the Democrat - will you kindly give me space in the Democrat
to let the public know what the people of Magley are doing, The people about
here are industrious and are anxious to have good roads and walks, Lately
they have built a walk for the accomodation of school children, and those at-
tending church, The walk extends from J.A, Steel's to the reform church, a
distance of three miles, then east two miles to the Preble road, then south
two miles, making a walk seven miles in length, passing three school houses,
making the attendance much larger the heretofore. I think this is a move in
the right direction as it is much more pleasant to attend church or school
than before. The material we used for the walk was saw dust. After grading
and leveling the walk, we placed a thick layer of saw dust upon the bed. It
is substantial and will last a good while, and at the same time is$ much cheap-
er than gravel, which is scarce here, To our surprise, and astonishment, we
saw some persons, whom we thought good citizens, riding and driving on the
walk, This will soon destroy it, and we did not think there was anyone in
the neighborhood who would wish to do that, To those persons we will kindly

request them to keep off and not destroy the walk which proteéts the feet of
the school girl,

i, T ‘ Respectfully,
r J. A, Steele

| The Bieneke sawmill in
Magley provided sawdust
for this aidewalk 7 miles

longt¢

J. A. Steelat's home south of
Magley. Robert Kershner built
a new home at this location.

Items from the Decatwr Democrat

Mr. Zerkle will move his store building to Kingston on bobsleds. Dec. 15, 1898

T. B. Zerkle has succeeded in getting his storercom con the public highway.
Jan., 27, 1899

T. B. Zirkle's storeroom is still in the same position, wnere it causes some
trouble in walking and driving around it. feb, 3, 1499

So much has been said of T. B, Zirkle's storeroom, that we hate to mention it
anymore. But he thinks its fun and claims it stands as a subject for the people
to look at, talk about and growl about. It may not be as much fun as he thinks it
i3 when he hears different news from some other county. Better hurry up Theodore,
and get the nasty thing out of the road. Feb, 17, 1899

(Couldn't find any other information pricr to Dec. 15, 1898, to find out just
what T. B, Zirkle's "storeroom" contained!)
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THE MAGLEY CREAMERY
Magley News Items ' ‘Decatur Democrat
Our creamery is situated on Market street and is doing a fine business. Jan 11, 1895

Mr, H, Scherry has put up a new smoke stack on his creamery and is in full blast,
running his outfit every morning. May 26, 1904

When I (Ed Jaberg), was some five or six years old, my older brother and I
made frequent visits to the old creamery building located on or near the present
gite of the abondoned service station on the south side of S.R. 22L, for a free
drink of fresh buttermilk or a small chunk of ice., To us, who had never been
farther from home than Decatur, the churning of butver on a commercial basis was
quite an operation. Nearby farmers brought their surplus whole milk to the cream-
ery in horse drawn buggies, carriages or wagons, sold the separated cream to the
creamery operator, to be made into butter or cheese and took the so-called skim-
med milk back for chicken or hog feed, Then the cream was churned into butter,
or made into cheese and shipped in refrigerator or express cars over the Erie
railroad. Ice, which was cut and stored during the winters was a very important
and necessary item in this whole vrocess., Power for this operation was provided
by a stationary steam boiler. Lum Swain and Henry Scherry were owners and pro-
prievors of this enterprise at different times,

THE BIACKSMITH SHOP
Magley News Items Decatur Democrat

Zd Mosure, our blacksmith, will move to Convoy, Chio, this week, thus again
leaving us without a blacksmith, April 12, 1ly00

We are again having a blacksmith at this place. May 10, 1900

Harry MeGill, our blacksmith is kept quite busy these days shoeing horses and
attending to his duties in the east part of town. Sept. 19, 1901

The blacksmith's brother has ©been helping him the past week,
The farmers surely must give the blacksmith rest, for ne needs it, and to the
storskeeper the same, Luck to you Bob (Case)} and Harry. Jan, 16, L%02

Mr. H, McGill, will in the near future, put up a new blacksmith shop in Magley.
Jct. 15, 1903

The blacksmith shop in Magley was owned and opersted by Harry McGill, at
one time. Back in the early 1900's, every small village or town had this kind
of shop for "shoeing" horses, repairing machinery, welding, sharpening tools,
stc. As tractors and power tools and machinery replaced the old way of doing
things, blacksmith shops disappeared,




THE BIENEKE SAW MILL
Magley News Items : Decatur Democrat

Fred Bieneke is running his saw mill to its tull capacity. His yard is full
of logs. Jan. 25, 1895

Fred Bieneke is done sawing, part of which was for the hoop factory in Sheldon,IN.
Feb., 3, 1899

We were surprised to hear the whistle of the saw mill blow Monday morning, it
is now running in full blast. July 5, 1900

Will Bieneks is general manager of the saw and picket mill of Magley.
, March 1, 1901

Directly across from the old creamery building on the north side of S.R.
22, stood a saw mill owned and operated by Fred Bieneke of Decatur. During the
late fall, winter and early spring months, after all farm crops had been hnar-
vested and sold or stored, most of the farmers near or around Hagley, who ex-
pected to enlarge their present buildings or erect new ones would gather together
their tools. With sledge hammers, cross cut saws, chains, wedges and axes,
they would spend days, weeks, even months in their woods cutting down trees,
trimming off branches and hauling their logs to the saw mill to be made into
gills, rafters, posts, studdings and other rough timbers for framing their
farm buildings or even building log houses, One such a log house stood on or
pear the property now owned by Robery Beery family, another on the Magley road
one third mile north, and another three fourth mile west of the Magley school,
The Kent Parks family occupied the one on the Magley road and Mr. Parks was the
neighborhood barber. A boy's hair cut cost 10 cents,

The Robert Kent Park's log house, log
barn and wood shed, 1897 - 1917, These
buildings were located north of Magley,
along the lane north of Dewey Aults.




THE TILE MILL

The tile mill, wnich was in operation before 1900, stood in the area where
Lawrence Rekeweg's house is and the lot to the west, Many pieces of broken
tile were found, when this land was farmed in later years, The clay, from which
the tile were made, was taken from where Carol Bieberich now lives, just east of
her house in a hollow where the trees are now.

THE HOOP MILL

It has been said that a hoop mill operated here for a few years. The hoop
mill sawed out small strips of elm wood, suitable for making barrel hoops. The
mill was located in the area where the I+M Tlectric power station is now located.
In January of 1896, tne Fruchte Brothers snippred a car load of hoops.

THZ SALOCN

For a short time a saloon was numbered among the towns business establish-
s saloon was known as "The Quart Shop", 2REeer and whisky was sold in
quarts.

RATIRCAD SIDING CR SPIR

Magley had a railrocad siding or spur, wnere they would drop off pbox cars
to load out hay and livestock., There was a cattle loading snoot back of the
barn (where Dan Ross Jr. lives), also cattls pens., The shoot for loading cat-
tle was still there when Oscar Bieberich was a small boy, however, they were
old and delapidated boards. To the north of the barn, or whers the railrocad
3iding was, is still the remains of a pit where they would pull railrocad, coal
or stone cavrs, ovar this pit, open the bottoms of the car and dump the stone
on a conveyer belt. Wagons would be loaded with stone vo be hauled tc where
they were bullding stone roads in Preble and Xirkland townships.

¥Mr, Cormwall, a basket and container maker lived here some two years,
making and selling all kinds of containers, whicih he peddled throughout the
country,., OUnce a year the villagers and nearby farmers, and residents could

‘expect a visit from a Fort Wayne man, known only as "Laughing Boots"™, carrying

two or three suitcases filled with small items of clothing, pins, needles,
patent medicines, shoe laces, polish, plus dozen of other small items. The
good people of Magley neighborhood provided meals, and lodging for this travel-
ing salesman.
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‘ When farmers had a surplus of hay, it was bailed or wired in compressed bales

~-. about 36 to 48 inches long, 30 inches wide and deep and shipped in freight cars om

she Erie railroad to points or places where there was a shortage or need. Thousands

of carloads of live stock, sugar beets, butter and hay were shipped from this small
town, Avon Burk, from the Burk elevator in Decatur was the buyer and shipper of the
hay, and Charley Scherry loaded most of it into freight cars until shipment could be
made, Items to be shipped were first weighed at the scales or weighing station located

along the Erie R.R., south of the tracks,

L ool e vee

WEIGHING STATION

ITEMS FROM THE DECATUR DEMOCRAT MAGIEY ITEMS:

Our town is noted for the amount of stock shipped from here. There were two car loads

of hogs shipped last Saturday.
Among the heavy porkers in this county, we offer the one sold by J. D, Huffman to Fred

Irntmann which tipped the beam at six hundred and thirty (630) pounds., Jan. 1l. 1895
Aug. 25, 1899

Last Tuesday another car load of hogs was shipped to eastern market.

Wm, Bieneke, Barger Brothers, and Steele Brothers, have been hauling quite a large ,
amount of straw here, which will be shipped to the paper factory at Hartford City. Feb.3, 1899

The straw hauling is now complete, and now Magley is ornamented with a large pile of
bailed strgw, = Feb, 17, 1899 3

George Martin loaded four car load of hay Monday and Tuesday for the eastern markets,

There were three car loads of stock shipped from here by Schiman and Butler last week,
‘ July 5, 1900

“7  The threshers association in Adams County have agreed upon the prices for their
~#ork for this year and the rates will be as follows; wheat 3% cents, ocats 2¢, barley
24¢, rye L¢, speldz 21¢, buckwheat 5¢, flaz 10¢, timothy 15¢, clover seed 75. The
prices for bailing hay will be from .$1.25 to 1,50 per ton, for threshing set job

$3.50, for wood sawing seventy centa per hour, . Juns 26, 1902




Magley Items, January 31, 1896 Decatur Democrat

It will pay you to buy groceries at Magley, where you buy all package
coffee for .20¢, A sugar 5¢, C sugar L 3/Li¢, good syrup .20¢ per gal., good
crackers L¢, good rice L¢, cracked hominy 2¢, oat meal 2¢, vinegar .15¢ per
gal., nice beans 3¢, potatoes .10¢ per peck, eggs .l6¢ per doz., butter ,12¢,
beef hides 6¢.

ADVERTISEMENT OF THE MAGLEY STORE, OWNED BY ROBERT CASE, 1903

DECATUR DEMOCRAT MARCH L, 1909

Robert Case, of Magley, who recently disposed of nis store to Ed Luttman was
in the city Tuesday and prepared to advertise a sale of real estate preparatory
to moving his family to Indianapolis, The Case family will leave next Tuesday for
the Capital City and within a few days thereafter they will be at home to their
friends on Fairfield Avenue. After their arrival at Indianapolis, Mr, Case will
immediately begin negotiations for the purchase of the remaining interest in the
store in which his son George is a partner and in addition to this he will purchase
another store in that city. The two places of business will be conducted by the
sons of Mr, Case and the many friends of the family wish for them much success in
the venture. Adams County people deplore the fact that this estimable family will
leave their midst. The Case family is not only one of the prominent families in
the county, but they have lived here for many years, and have extablished a warm
friendship with their every acquaintance. The Democrat joins in wishing them a
prosperous future,
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MAGIEY

IS NAMED ON THIS ERIE SYSTEM
(It's very hard to see)

MAGLEY DID HAVE A MAIL CRANE, SIMILAR TO THIS ONE

—With the aid of mail cranes such as we see in the picture, it was possible for even
he smallest communities situated along the railroad to have adequate mail service.
The mail crane enabled the train to pick up a bag of mail without stopping or slow-
ing down., The crane is located near the railway station. An authorized person at-
tached the mail bag to the crane a short time before the train was due. On each side
of the mail car is a steel catcher arm. As the train approached the station, a clerk
in the mail car adjusted one of these catcher arms so that when it passed the crane,
it caught the waiting mail bag.

signated stations also,

The mail clerk would throw off bags of mail at de-



In 1913, when tne Erie railroad was double tracked, Italian laborers were
imported, and employed during the summer. They lived in special bunk box cars
and did their cooking outside. Somewhat later, when the Holland St. Louis Company
established a sugar factory in Decatur, they also erected a weigh station on the
Erie right of way for weighing sugar beets belore shipment to Decatur.

Thousands of carloads of live stock, sugar beets, and hay were shipped from
this small town via the Erie railroad. Many miles of macadam roads built from
crushed stone and other road products were shipped into this town.

A so-called section gang (6 or 8 men) provided labor for servicing and main-
taining some five or six miles of the Erie railroad and as many as 50 were employed
when new heavier gauge steel rails were laid, The old rails were thinner and

weighed sixty pounds per foot, while the new rail weighed one hundred pounds
per foot,
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The foliowing articles from the Decatur Democrat shows that Magley wasn't
always a quiet, peaceful town. Strikes, riots, etc., caused much disturbance
due to the Italian laborers.

DECATUR DEMOCRAT - JAN. 17. 1913

FIFTEEN CASES
KEPT THE POLICE COURT BUSY THURSDAY NIGHT AND THIS MORNING
NINE 10 TO JAIL

THREE ARE ACQUITTED AND PAY THEIR FINES -- BIG BUSINESS

The nine Ttalians who were arrested yesterday afternoon by officer Melchi and
Deputy Sheriff Kelly at their camp near Magley on a riot charge, were given trial
last evening before Squire Stone. Six of the nine were found guilty and were given
fines of $1.,00 and costs amounting to $11.50, while 3 were acquitted. The conviet-
ed men were without funds and were committed to jail, however, it is expected that
the time keeper will be in today to settle with the state and enable the men to go
hack o0 work.
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DECATUR DEMOCRAT JAN. 22, 1913

QUIET IN CAMP
OF ERIE DOUBLE ''RACKERS Al MAGLEY BUr OFFICERS WLILL KEEP WATCH
AGAINST THREATS
s MADE BY DISCHARGED BOSS - TWO SKIP OUI' AFTER GETYTING CLOIHES

From the camp of the Erie double-track workers at Magley, where the riot
occurred last week, come echoes of still more trouble pending, and the sheriff
and his deputy are holding themselves in readiness to be called to the scene at
anytime, .

The trouble started last week among the Italian laborers, when the inter-
preter or Boss, Charles Ross, was discharged for failure to get his workmen on
the scene on time, He incited a riot, it is said, among the others, and nine were
brought here for trial. Six were fined and went to jail, as they were not ahle
to pay, but Ross was let go, The company took up the matter and paid the fines
of the six imprisoned here, from their wages due them, so that they could be re-
ledsed from jail and return to work. Two of the men, however, when their fines
were paid, had no balance left them on their wages. They then applied to the
commissary camp for an outfit of clothing, consisting of shoes, overalls, etc.,
amounting to some 5 or 6 dollars apiece, and the man in charge of the commissary,
thinking that they wanted the clothing to go back to work, and that he could
collect the money from their wages, let them have their outfit. That was the last
seen of the two men, but the four others who had money due them, are atill working
faithfully as though nothing had ever come up to mar the serenity of the camp.
Officers along the way were notified of the fleeing men and a sharp watch will be
kept for them. '

Charles Ross, the discharged boss, or interpreter, made a threat that if a
man would be gotten to work in his place, he would return and kill him, No one
has yet been secured, but the superintendent of the construction gang, Pat Durkins
is attending to Ross's work, as well as his own. Care will, be taken, however, to
see that Ross does not.carry out his threat, and should he do so the officers
here will be hot on his trail. :

DECATUR DAILY DEMOCHAT - FEB. 19, 1913

STRIKE AT MAGLEY
SIXTEEN ITALIAN IABORERS ON ERIE DOUBLE TRACKS REFUSED TO WCRK UNLESS

ALLOWED AN HOUR

EXTRA -~ THE BOSS CLAIMS HE WORKED OVERTIME BECAUSE THEY WERE LATE

The 1ittle town of Magley, on the Erie, west of this city, was the scene of
more trouble this morning in the camp of the Shoemaker construction gang on the
Erie double track force. Sixteen Italians "struck", refusing to go to work
unless their conditions be complied with by the company. -

They complained that their boss, Patty Durkins, made them work ten minutes
overtime Tuesday evening. For this they demanded wages for an extra hour, He
refused, They state he has been making them work overtime 3:%o 1.5xmi.nu§es for
several days. He claims they get to work that much too late every morning and
he held them overtime to get in a full day wark, When he refused to allow them
an extra hours time, they refused to go to work this morning., Acting on the
advice of the officials he put them out of the company's bunking car there this

~~  morning, denying them the privilege of occupying it unless they worked, He took
two guns with him into the car, when he put them out, as he thought 1t necessary
to be armed, They, therefore, sent their interpreter here this morning to try to .
file some charges against him for the part the guns played in the affair, They
did not su-ceed in trumping up sufficient charges to warrant the filing of an
affidavit against him. An official from Huntington will call at the camp ;today
and unless they go back to work on the co-pany's terms they will be fired,




Decatur Daily Democrat
August 2L, 1913

A ROUSING RIOT
AMONG ITALIAN LABORERS AND IRIsH AT MAGLEY CONSTHUCTION CAMP
ON 'T'HE ERIE RATIROQAD

OFFICERS KELLY AND MELCHI MARCHED GANG 10O DECATIR -- LEFT FOR CHICAGO

Another Italian laborers' riot at Magley Thursday afternoon was ended Thurs-
day evening, when the band of eighteen Italians wnho were discharged Thursday, was
marched to this city Thursday evening at 5 o'clock by Deputy Sherrif Jesse Kelly
and Policeman Cephas Melchi, They left this morning at 3:02 over the Erie for Chicago.

The gang of laborers has been employed on the Erie double track construction
work at Magley, for about two weeks, in charge of Patty Durkins, the superintendent
of that division,

The Ttalian boss was Mike Divore, and it is said he was a tough rascal who
has just finnished seven years service in the pen for killing his brother-in-law.
Several of the others have served in the pen and the gang all around, was one of
the toughest ever employed by the construction company. Many of the neighbors
have complained of their lawlessness, also., The construction company found that
they divided about half their time in insipid working, and sat on the ties the
other half, Accordingly, the superintendent from Huntington came down and advised
Boss Durkins to pay off his men and discharge them, This was done about 8 o'clock
Thursday morning, but the gang hung around the camp and refused to leave., Where-
upon the officers of this city were called out to help in the matter,

About noon, the new construction gang, consisting of 23 Bulgarians, from Chicago,
all peacefully inclined, and very fine people seemingly, arrived, knowing nothing
of the tight on hand until their arrival, They were taken to the camp and remained
there until the Italian laborers! luggage could be gotten from the shacks, which
they were to occupy. The Bulgarians took no hand in the fight,

Then began the tug-of-war for the possession of the shacks and cars. The
Italians refused to remove their belongings and insisted on staying their all night.
Deputy Sherrif Kelly and Policeman Melchi finaily prevailed upon them to load up,
and at 3 ofciock arrangements was made whereby Lewis Kruetzmann, a resident near
Magley, was to haul their goods to this city for five deollars. The goods consisting
of utensils, etc., was loaded, and still the Italians refused to leave, seemingly
desirous of hanging around in the neighborhood to create-any trouble:they could.

Just before starting to this city, about 5 oleiock, Boss Patty Durkins told
Deputy Keily to file a bill for the Decatur otficials! time at the construction
office. Mr, Xeily, with two of the Irisn employees of the company, stepped into
the otfice and as he did so, the Italian boss discharged gang gave the sign for
the onsiaugh., At that time there were present only Boss Patty Durkins, and his
two engineers, together with Policeman Melchi, The Italians made a fierce on-
slaught onto the three Irish, wielding boards, pick handles, rails and any other
weapons that came to hand., Mr., Durkin was struck over the head, and his two engin-
eers rushed to assist him, At tnis point policeman Melchi made his entrance as a
hero. He rushed into the thick of the fizhtinz with bare hand, wnich were cut and
bleeding, separated them, until officer Kelly and the others came to assist him.

Weilding their weapons right and lett, but fighting chiefly with bare hands,
they fTinally quelled the mob, but not before the Italians boss's aged Father, a man
of sixty-five years of age, was knocked over the head, and felled to the ground. They
were iinally organized for the march here, all walking, except the aged man who had
been knocked down and was unable to walk, He was given a place on the wagon.

The Itaiians at first defused to pay Mr. Kruetzmann, but finally Deputy Sheriff
Keltly finally sscured the money tror him, and the Italians left earty today,

It is thought they had been waiting for just the time that the greater number
of Irisn would leave, and the two officers become seperated, for making the onslaugh.

No afridavits were filed against the men as is, was corsidered more advisabie
to get them out of the county. No tlame is attached to Boss Durkirs, as he bore
patiently wittn them at all times,



The men in tnis picture comprised or made up what was commonly known as
the section "gang! whose duties and responsibilities were to service and main-
tain, some five miles of the Erie railroad track and right of way east of Hagley.
They are on or near what was known as a "hand car" on which they "hand-powered"
themselves along with their tools and equipment to where ever their services
were needed or required. This railroad had been constructed about 1880-1881 and
required daily maintenance. The number of men employed varied with the times.
When it was double-tracked in the year 1913, some 100 men, chiefly Italians, were
imported and were housed in dilapidated box cars located on the Erie right of way
along the track. Back in the early 1900's, a ten hour instead of an eight hour
day was accepted and the wage for a day was $1.35. Recently the railrocad tracks
and services have been abandoned and only the right of way remains.

Edward Annen, Sam Jaberg
Albert Shady, Ed Hyland, William Snyder, Charles Dettinger

Ticket issued from the

Magley Depot around 1908,

. Round trip train to Hunt- g2
ington and back, cost 95¢! E

1 Rosa Kruetzman Mills

- 2 Pearl Helmrich Cable
AL 3 Lawa Xruetzman Kolter
\It
5

Hanna Scherry Gerber

R e Adella Miller Yost

s S Ve 172 IR R 6 Amanda Worthman
Posing along the R.R. in Magley. 7 Hattie Bauer Worthman

The ladies are surrounding the 8 Alma Mann Reppert
e mail crane., Note depot also, 9 Hulda Reppert Worthman_
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A DRESS'QH WRITTEI

ON TH!S SIDE

~u
—

Theo and Ray Bauer on their father's rural mail delivery
huggy

The owner of the general store was
usually appointed postmaster., The
Magley post office had one rural de-
livery route, and had the follcwing
postmasters: Jacob J, Mazley 1883,
Theodore B, Zirkle 1893, Albert Case
'1897. Mrs. Jessie Luttman 1909, Jonas

- Liby 1911, Fred E. Kolter 191L, Otto
: F. Miller 1919, Glen Chronister 192l
b :Orval Lenhart 1926 and Harry Bauer

1926. The Magley post office was dis-
continued November 15, 1927, and the
rarea was serviced by Decatur Rural
.Route 2. The rural route was started
in 1907, and Harry N, Bauer served

as carrier,



Decatur Dally Democrat April 1, 1920

K s ag% 1] e =y b ~ia D = P 3 Zina TanoiAnd =
. Cdell will Zeave Soon Ior nils kew Fosition in Fil SLeLDNIE, A2,

ir. L. ¥. Foley, for sixteen years passenser and freignv arenv for toe Zrie
railroad company at Maglsy, nas been advanced to the pesition of passenger an
freight agent for the company in this city, to taxe the place vocated oy Mr, C, H.
Cdell to the traific department of the company in Philadelpnia,
¥r, Foley is a good railrcad man, and his promotion arter
service with the company, shows that ths corporation aporeciate
7 WL ; sod in the Decatur office avery one xrows.
i T of tois ecity, His brother,-ircnisz Fo
of the Zrie, r. Tollsy will assum
. Gdell, wto nas been hesre the past five years, will soon go to Paniiadelphia,
s, Z& iz 2 zood railrcad men znd duxding niz residsnce hers
made many Iriends wno rzgret Lo s2e ther lsave Szcatur, tub
ery sSuccess possiotlz in their new nome.
wvet been apnointsd ©o the place on the lClover Leaf mads
he rasigraticon of O, &, CJonnelly, woo nad besn tne azsnt nsre Ior Ltns
™ FR 4 Y
Jecatur Daily Democrat fug. L7, L¥20

A BIG FWUNION

NEUAL I2UNTI0N OF BLOSmKER

- . TR A tam 1"-""1"‘
ng-_—[L_ Wao A ”'{q =3 l vuu_fca

With nearly one hundred and fifty relatives attending, the seventh annual
reunion of the Rloemker family teld Sunday at tte country home of Mr, and irs,
Lewis Hor*nﬂan, Jr., three miles south of Magley, was a graat success, AL the
noon nour a delicious chicken dlnner,do:etxoﬂ with toe fixin's,was served and

';;)‘

zrsatly enjovew an excellent progrim was given during the afterncon including
two good talks by H, P. Ruck of Fort Wayme and Albert 3cherry of Marion, Jhio.
Following the program, officers were elscted, the fOLLGWLrg being cnogen: Lewils

Wortnman Jr., Fresident; renry 3Bloemker, Vice President; Alma lanns, Secrstary
and John Hilgeman, treasursr, It was voted that the reunion next year should
be neld at Bellmont Park in this city (Decatur).
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During the spring, summer, and fall months the
proprietor of the general store served the neighbor-
hood by providing a so called "Huckster wagon service®.
He loaded a two horse wagon, similar to a covered
wagon witn groceries, notions, and other items from
his store, and drove thru the country for miles around.
He stopped at farmer's homes, so they could exchange .
their produce, eggs, butter, and live poultry for needed
or desired items, and goods, or buy some out rignt.

st Ed Luttman, operator of
the general store. Also
pictured is "Dexter",

T 0 e S 3 % A g 5T P

Floyd Luttman, Ed Lutiman
John Luttman, Jesse ¥Wagner Lutiman

e A e
‘Ed Luttman's huckster wagon, &
in 1910. Floyd , the oldest
son, is in the drivers seat,

Decatur Democrat ' Feb, 22, 1906
CARD OF THANKS

I desire in this manner to thank the many kind friends who assisied me so
nobly with their support during the "Diamond Ring" contest, and especially
do I thank the school children who took such an interest in my campaign and
trust I may be able to repay the compliment some time. Although I went down
in defeat, I am still proud and thankful for the support I received.

Mrs. BEd Luttman

(According to the newspaper, voting for the "Diamond Ring" contest was by
ballots clipped from the paper and by voting certificates issued with cash
subscription receipts for the Daily Democrat and Weekly Democrat. Miss Anna

Winnes was the winner with 49,101 votes, while Mrs, Ed Luttman was runner up
with 35,042 votes.)



http:certificat.es

ROBERT CASE PUBLIC SALE

I, the undersigned, will offer for sale at my hqme in Magley, Ind.{ on
Monday, Marct the 8th., the following property, to wit: horse buggy, surrey,
single harness, heavy work harmess, corn sheller, hay forks, sbovel? large
iron kettle, one cook stove, one heating stove, t?o tables, two moving seythes,
one extension ladder, gasoline stove and other things not enumerated.

Noah Frauhiger, Auct.
Sale commences at 1 P.M.

DECATIR DEMOCRAT MARCH L, 1909
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STORE AND PCST OFFICE ERIE DEPCT

DECATUR DEMCOCRAT MAY 6, 150Y
NEW PCSTMISIRESS ATl MAGLEY
MRS, JES3IE £, LUITMAN APPOINTZED 'O THIS IMPCORTANT PLACE

The Washington dispatches make the announcement of the appointment of Mrs,
Jessie E, Luttman as postmistress at Magley, the new apvointee to succeed Robert
Case, wno had resigned., Mrs, Luttman is the wife of Edward Luttman the Magley
merchant, who recently nurchased the store of Mr, Case and is now enjoying a good
trade at Magley. The new appointee is capable and will fill the nlace with that
care and thorouganess which is demanded of all the employses of Uncle Sam,



Jan 16, 191L . —
DECATUR DAILY DEMOCRAT Af?;§§§
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JONAS LIBY HAS BIG LOSS

DWELLING, STCRE AND PCST OFFICE AT MAGLEY BURNED TO GROUND
AT AN EARLY HOUR

LOSS RUNS INTO THOUSANDS - BUILDING MADE IN 1884 TOTALLY BURNED

A fire that totally consumed the large two-story frame dwelling, mercantile establish-
ment and postoffice, at Magley, owned and conducted for the past three years by Jonas Liby,
merchant and postmaster, occurred this morning at 3:30 o'clock. The building, with its
contents including household, general store stock and postoffice furniture and supplies,
was totally consumed, except for a few kitchen utensils and bed room furniture on the first
floor, The loss will run into several thousand dollars, and will be much greater then the
33,500 insurance carried by Mr. Liby in the Decatur Insurance Agency, on both building and
contents., The store was well stocked and quite valuable,

Among the things lost was the mail received late yesterday afternoon, but which did
not include more than eight letters. The mail belonging to the rural route carrier, Harry
Bauver, was saved by him., He kept this is a separate box in the post office and he was able
to force open a2 window in the postoffice department and reach in and get out his rural meil

ox, as well as a drawer in which he kept his supplies, Mr. Liby continues that he had
325 to 330 worth of postage stamps on hand and this was lost with other supplies.

Fortunately, however, none of the family lost their lives or were injured. The family
had their sleeping apartments on the ground floor and were able to get out. A boarder slept
on the second floor, and was nearly suffocated by smoke, before he made his escape.

The origin of the fire is a complete mystery. . It started in the southwest corner of
the building on the first floor in the store room, near the dry goods department, about
twenty feet from the store with no chimney near. The family was extremely careful to keep
match boxes closed snd out of danger and are at a loss to account for the fire. The fire was
discovered by Mr, Liby when he was awakened by a passing train. Thinking it might be time
to get up and gerv tue waiL ready uwe arose and went to the store room to see what time it
was., When he opened the door he was driven back by the smoke, The Jaberg family and others
of the town were just getting up and also saw the fire about this time, They all hastened
to the scene to assist in extinguishing the fire but the means of the little town for
fighting fire were inadequate and very little could be done. Owing to the fact that the
building had a heavy galvanized roof, the smoke was forced downward and kept within the
building and drove back all attempts of the would be assistants, in entering the building
to get more of the goods,

The Erie depot is located near the store and also the home of Chris Sherry, both of
which were in danger of burning and the efforts of the town also centered on keeping these
wet and from danger of the fire,

The large frame building, which was very substantial, was one of the landmarks of
Magley, being as old as the little town itself, In fact it was built about the year 1882
by Jacob J. Magley of this city, who was the first merchant, postmaster and station agent
at Magley, and for whom this little town was named. He sold the building and store to

~ Nobert Case, who conducted it for many years; building an addition thereto and remodeling
che building This was located on the north side of the railroad and the east side of the
highway, Mr, Case then built a ware house on the west side of the road and this burned
several years ago., Ed Luttman succeeded the Cases, when they moved to this city, and Mr.
Liby purchased the same from the Luttmans, the store changing ownership very few times in-
the past thirty-two years.




DECATUR DAILY DEMOCRAT MARCH 19, 1914

BUILD NEW STORE
ED KOLTER, NEW MEACHANT, EXPSCLS TO BE IN NEW BUILDING
BY FIRST OF MAY
WILL BE LOCATED SOUTH OF STORE WHICH WAS BURNED A FEW MONTHS AGO

Ed Kolter, who has opened a grocery and general merchandise store in Magley,
succeeding Jonas Liby, who suffered a total loss by fire a few months ago, is
making arrangements to build a new store building., The new building will be
cement block, eighteen by sixty feet in dimensions. It will be used asgs a store
building alone.

It is expected that it will be completed by the first of May, and work
will begin as soon as the weather permits. Mr. Kolter opened his store Feb, L,
which is located temporarily in his residence, Mr, Kolter has also applied for
the postmaster at this place, passing the examination last Saturday. Mr, Liby
whose store was burned, is now living on a farm,

SCENES TAKEN IN FRONT OF THE XOLTER STCRE

t
4

-Kids: Harold Xolter, Lillian Worthman Wittmeyer,
'.'o”t‘nmaq, Lydia Fruechte Worthman at far rlg'nt -
Adults: Amarnda wort‘l nan, Eattis Worthman, Amanda Fruechte Zorre, irs. sred <o,
Xris Scherry in background, Laura {ruatm.an Z{oliter, Haulca Reppert .Joriaman



GRAND OPENING

FRED AND ED KOLTER WILL OPEN A GENERAL MERCHANDISE STORE AT MAGLEY

A —

A BIG TIME
OPENING DAY WILL BE HELD WEDNESDAY, JULY 1ST -~ BUY LIBY PROPERTY

Fred and Ed Kolter, two well known Adans County young men have purchased the
Liby property at Magley and will on Wednesday, July 1 open a general merchandise store.
The opening day will be marked with a big program, including bicycle races, potatoe
races, ring bicycle races, guessing contests, fire works and the likes. The Kolter
brothers have engaged the Toscin City band to render music all day. The new firm will
be known as the Kolter Brothers, general merchandise store, and they will handle every
thing that comes in that line. On the opening day goods and merchandise will be sold
at greatly reduced prices.

DECATUR DEMOCRAT JUNE 20, 191k

THE GENERAL MERCHANDISE STORE



Decatur Daily Democrat Nov, 16, 1927
POt OFFICE DISCONIINUED

HMagley Office Discontinued Due To Robberies
Placed on Decatur Route

Because of numerous robberies of the Post Ofiice atv Magley, Adams County,
that oftice was discontinued yesterday, and the i3 patrons of the laglay oifice
have been placed on Decatur, route L, it was announced today by Postimaster Granham,
tnis city.

There nave been several roboeries at the Magley office in the last few years,
it was stated, and since Harry Fulrman, carrier of Decatur route L, vasses direct-
ly through Magley on fis route it was deemed advisable to put the Magley patrons
on the Decatur route. '

Harry Bauer, postmaster at Hagley, was notified and the change was made
yesterday. It was pointed out, nowever, that the Magley patrons would receive
as good as service through the Decatur route as before, Xach patron formerly
had to call at the oftice for the meil and now it will be delivered every morning
to each patrons' mail box.

The change will be efifective at once and zLl persons are notified that here-
after all tagley mail should be addressed Decatur, route U,

Q
I

darry Bauer and Kids

. T . o e,




Magley News Items - _Jiiky, 1900

A social will be held by the merchants at this place next Saturday evening,
July li., Ice cream and other delicacies will be served., All are cordially
. invited to attend. '

The social Saturday evening was attendec by a large crowd, all ice cream and
pop were sold. The amusements were fireworks and two balloon ascensions and
a splendid time was had, dJuly 26, 15900

On almost every Lth of July the proprietor of the general store would arrange
for the entire community, an ice cream social, This provided a once a year
chance to eat "commercial" ice cream, and to visit with those from as far
as four or five miles away.

Only two methods of communication were available during
the early days. One telepnone in the general store, and
the Western Union ‘Yelegraph in the Erie depot.

On election nights a large group always gathered at the
general store to hear results of both primary and general
elections.

Willis Dettinger owned the store on 600 west, across the
‘rallroad tracks, and proprietors included Ed and Fred Kolter,
The Miller Brothers, Glen Chronister, Orval Lenhart, Harry
Bauer, John Helmrich and Lawrence Rekeweg in 1yh6, The
Rekewegs bullt a new store along the nighwey {Us 22L), in 1952,

Herry Bauer's
huckster truck.

John Helmrich's nuckster truck.

In those days when the huckster truck
delivered groceries, etc., to the neigh-
pborhood, the Helmrich truck was one of T e —
the largest in the area and had the
best selection,

Jotn Helmrich, Rachel, Richard and Jomn Jr.
Photo taken in 1945




MEMCRIES OF THE MAGLEY GENERAL STORE 1934-36 .., BY EDNA PETERS

The huckster wagon took a severe beating out on the country roads one bright May day,

when a gravel truck loaded with stones ran into the side of the grocery truck as it was
turning into a farmers lane. No one was hurt -- but the broken ketchup, mustard and
molasses bottles mixed with broken peanut butter jars, took weeks to clean up the mess)

The egg candling machine worked day and night to separate the fresnh eggs from the not so
fresh, Occasionally the peep, peeps of the chicks hatched during the night in the egg

cases, gave evidence that some customers didn't always sell fresh eggs for top market prices!
Over the bumps and through the snow drifts we went to the Magley store as I stood in the
back of the huckster truck, rocking back and forth one January morning. This had to be the
worst blizzard of the season., I was picked up by my boss (Johm Helmrich) to come to work.
Everyone else was enjoying the day off and afraid to venture through the drifts. My anger
would have killed a man if I had gone up in the front of the truck for a smoother ride!

One of the loudest and longest sermons ever preached at Magley was on the tracks of the

Erie R.R. by the Rev, Albert Scherry, while he was visiting friends and relatives. Two of
his Adventist friends met him in the store to try to convince nim the second coming of
Christ was near., The loudest whistle :

on the fastest train of the Erie could i

not have stopped the argument! : S

Saturday evening was the time to go o
shopping in Decatur, to see friends,
parade up and down main street, discus-
sing the farm crops and the weather,
One very dark evening as the Peters
family was coming hore, a cat crossed
the road in front of the car. lLeroy,
who was supposedly sleeping on his
mother's lap said, Yiiamma, does the
k¥itty have a flashlight?"

ihe ice cream socials on a hot Sat-
urday evening always was a2 lot of

fun, eating ice cream, ceke and water=-
mellon., As one elderly sweet sou

sald, "Tonignt we will all have %o Sy R PR = ‘
sleep with tne wash tub under tane bedln EDNA PETERS 1934
(I'his sweet soul was Mrs. Henry Scherry.)

we?

MEMORIES FROM ELSIE PETERS - STORE CLERK 1937-L2

The huckster truck had to be loaded with groceries everyday and sometimes twice. Each
day was a different route and a record was kept of every customer on these routes. "here
were plenty of dirty eggs brought in from the routes., After Jonn (Helmricn) had them
sorted, we would have to wash and dry cases of eggs. (1l case held 30 doz.) Jomn would
candle all of the eggs and Otto Helmrich (John's brother) would take them to different
grocery stores in Ft, Wayne and then bring back =z supply of groceries from Bursleys and
Perfects and fruit and vegetables from Himmelsteins. He would bring navy, northern, lime
beans, white and brown sugar end rice in 100 lb, bags and then we would have to weigh this
all in 1 and 3 pound sacks, dJohn also bought chickens and several times during the winter
there were frozen toes and fingers from wnloading and weighing them in the old barn across
the road.

One summer day Otto was working on Jomn's car and the jack gave way and Otto was pinned
underneath, Walter Hildebrand was working close by in his field and he came with Jonn,
Rachel and Jotm Jr. and together they lifted the car oft Otto., I grabbed him by tne leg
and pulled nim out§ Luckily we were around and heard him!l

One time the breakfast cereal boxes started falling from the top shelf and a snake came
down too! It crawled underneath the cownter and John came and got it!

I enjoyed working there, you got to meet and learned to know a lot of peoplel!l




Lawrence Rekeweg moved nls grocery business to

the nighway in December of 1952, He nad a modern,
self-service market .. with push carts and vlenty
of counter and shelves. Don Schoennerr managed
the store in L970 and included antiques, eventually
changing over to an antique snop. In March of 1975,
Creg Shinkel and Steve Holly opened a gun shop, but
this is no Llonger in business,

This photo was taken inside the Rekeweg store May 19, 1953. Standing
benind the meat counter is Lawrence, Irma Hildebrand 1is witn the snop-
ping cart and Ethel Stepler has nher back to the camera. Potatoe chips

are 10, 25, 35 and 69 cents. Charmin Tissue Ll¢, Xaro 3L¢ lLarge size 05¢,
waxed paper 25¢ and cereal L7 to 28¢!



Decatur Daiiy Democrat Sept. 3, 191¥

LAD'S INJURIES PROVED FATAL
Peter Parker, Seventeen oif Baltimore, Md,, Died Last Evening
AFTER AMPUTAT ION
Of Both Legs - Had Been Run over by Erie Train of Magley

Peter Parker, 17, of Baltimore, Md., a young Bohemian lad, died last evening at
8:30 at tne Decatur hospital, from injuries sustained some time during the night be-
fore when he was run over by a Chicago - Erie train, which passed over both nis legs.

The wounded lad was found about 5:30 otclock yesterday morning by two men at
Magley who heard his cries for nelp and investigating found him lying along the track,
about two hundred feet from the station with his legs mangled, the feet hanging to the
limbs by shreds of muscle,

Dr. Blue of Tocsin was called and he in turn called Dr. D.D, Clark, of this city,
who responded, and the boy was brought to the hospital here. Dr, Blue had found his
injuries to severe, which with the fact that he probably laid half the night before
being found, suffering much from exhaustion and weakness, that he stated that he
thought the boy would not recover, and asked Dr, Clark to bring him here and care
for nim,

Dr, Clark called in other pnysicians on the case, and the mangled limbs were
amputated about one ofclock yesterday afternoon., The left leg was amputated about
three inches below the knee: and the right leg about midwzy between the knee znd
ankle, He also had 2 bad scalp wound., As he was so weak from loss of blood and ex-
haustion his body being cold when found, his chances were against nim the very first,
and he died last night without having gained consciousness after the operation, He
was given every care possible, however, and nothing was left undone that could have
besn done. ‘

Tne boy was conscious at all times preceding the opersiion and gave what informe-
ation he could about himself, being a very sensible lad, of fine appearance and marner,

He stated that he nad left nome in Baltimore, with two other boys, to get work,

He had identification cards, showing thet he nad been a cook in & railroad commissary
department, At Chicago, he says his two companions deserved nim and he siarted nhome,
He had enough money to pay his way to Huntington, and steted over and over, ihat he
never dead-neaded nis way in nis life, &t Buntington, nowever, il seems his money must
had given out, because, on inquiry, he stated that there ne intended to get on a train
then, but ihe train was going too fast for him, The iast he remembers until he awoke
here with his legs mangled, was being in the dark yards of Huntington., It seems that
he must have gotten on a freight and have dozed off to sleep and fallen off the train,

He gave his father's name as Peter Parker, gave his Baltimore, Md., address and
asked that he not be told of the accident, as he was z poor man and he did not want his
father to be told., He begged that word should not be sent to his poor mother, whom he
stated would be crazy if she kmew how he was hurt and she would come right away, if
she knew avout it,

He seemed to realize the seriousness of his condition as he called for a priest,
Father Seimetz responded and ministered to him, When asked wheather he couléd pray, the
boy answered that he could pray in Bohemian, which ne did. He spoke excetrlent English
and but for the fact that he said he was Bohemian, he could not have been told from an
American,

Word was sent to the father, however, relative to the boys injury. A message last
evening asking for word as to how bad he was hurt and asking that he be sent home,

Death came a few hours later and the sad word was in turn dispatched to the father,
& second message was received from him this morning asking thst the body be sent home
and the expenses would be pzidé by him,

The body was taken to the Yager Brothers and Reinking morgue to await arrangements
for the disposal.,
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ACCIDENTS HAPPENED YEARS AGO TO0O!

Decatur Daily Democrat Dec. 31, 1926
ERIE ENGINE WRECKS AUTO

Otto Hildebrand and Son Have
Narrow Escape in Accident at Magley

Otto Hildebrand, one of the best known residents of the west part of
the county and nis son, Walter, 1L, will close the Old Year with a prayer
of thankfulness that tney are here after the thrilling experience of having
their Chevrolet sedan cut in two by an Erie engine while they were seated
in'the car,

The accident happened at noon on Wednesday, in the town of Magley.

Mr, Hildebrand and son were returning home and just resached the rail-
road, when an engine and tender returning to Huntington and running at a
fast speed came down upon them, cutting the engine and front of the Chevro-
let off and practically destroying the car., Mr, Hildebrand suffered several
broxen ribs, a severe cut on his leg and a number of painful bruises, while
Walter got off with sore spots. Physicians were summoned from this city
and both the injured are reported to be getting along nicely.

Decatur Daily Democrat Sept. 24, 1927
MAGLEY MAN IS SERIOUSLY HURYT

Ed Scherry Injured When Hit on Head
by Limb Wnile Cutting l'rees

Magley, Sept. 24 (Special) Zdward Scherry was seriously injured
about his neck and forehead in an accident while cutting timber Thursday
afternoon. A limb from one of the trees struck him on the head, rendering
him unconscious,

ifr, Scherry, was working with Franklin Fruchte, Charles Scherry,
William Franks and Martin Fruchte at the time of the accident. 4lthough
his condition is serious, and he can scarcely speak, it is thought that
Mr. Scherry will recover,

Decatur Daily Democrat Oct. 25, 1927
Magley News Item

The Magley section crew on the Erie railroad ran into Noah Borne
while he was driving across the track. The car was slightly damaged.
The section boys were thrown ofi the car, but were slightly injured.
The accident happened one mile east of here Thursday afternoon.,
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FIRE STRIKES AGAIN IN THE MAGLEY AREA

I L e - i N bl R Sy

Pearl, Har?y Bauer, Theo and Roy are in the picture. =4
Jabergs, Millers (who owned the general store) also lived

in th?s house. Mr. and Mrs, Eugene Murchland lived in it
when it was destroyed by fire, ’

Decatur Democrat MAGLET-RESTDENCE DESTROYED BY FIRE Dec. L, 1947
HOME IS DESTROYED EARLY SUNDAY NIGHT

A one and one-half story home, housing a beauty shop, and part of the home fur-
nishings were completely destroyed by a fire in the village of Magley Sunday even-
ing, The home, owned by Mrs. Richard Gerber, was occupied by Mr., and Mrs. Eugene
Murcnland. Mrs. Murchland also operated a beauty shop in part of the residence,
It was reported that defective wiring may have caused the blaze, which began about
6 o'clock Sunday evening., Firemen were called from the Decatur department but the
structure was enveloped in flames when they arrived,

Spectators said that the roof of the building caved in within half an hour from the
time the fire was discovered. Residents of the neighborhood and other volunteers
had been able to remove a majority of the household furnishings and beauty parlor
equipment from the first floor, however, it was reported.

They were unable to save upstairs furniture, a kitchen stove and other articles,
however, No estimate was made of the damage, but it was reported that the loss on
the house is partly covered by insurance,
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ke Jaberg

Jaberg - Gerber residence, date Edna Biene

Notice Magley Depot -~
in background unknown, probably before 193C, Velma Jaberg Gerber
Edna. Peters

Shell Station in 1932

In 1520, Geppgs Gerber built a service station on the site of the former
creamery. George sold gas, candy, gum, snacks, ice cream, and serviced cars,
This Shell station, for many years provided a place for young and old to gather
and discuss the problems of the day, such as when tc plant potatces, weather
conditions, etc. Everyone remembers the old brass spitcon , sitting by the hsat-
ing stove, Gerber!s station was closed upon the death of George in 1971,

At a public auction later on, the 10 ft. ocak church bench was purchased by
Mrs, Eugene Blume and Mrs. Michael Rauner. Handy with his woodworking tools, Michael
cut the bench into two 5 ft. benches, having to make two new ends, Today the one
bench is being used in the Lil-Lin Beauty Salon, the only business in Magley in 1582.
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MEMORIES FROM VERNON E. JABERG

I reczll the joy of being in Magley from the time I was L or 5 years old until I was
L or 15, from 1927 to 1vL0., It was a constant and often unexpected joy to hear the
distant whistle of tne Erie trains and to climb the old pear tree on the front lawn

of my CGrandmother's home and to watch and wait for the coming of a passenger or a

very long freight train! I would count the cars - 100 or even 120 or more. I woula
wave at the engineer and he usually would wave back at me and I was thrilled and felt
a part of railroading!

T also recall an event wunich was quite strange. I recall that Grandma (Caroline)
Jaberb used to sit on a back porch to peal potatoes, string green beans, hull peas,
peal apples or pears etc. She sald the afterncon sun was so warm a2nd bright that

she wanted a bit of shade, She mentioned this to George Gerber, who said he may have
something at the Shell Gasoline Station that might be helpful. He brought Grandma
Jaberg a bit of canvas and she tore a section of it away so it would fit on the back
porch and would serve the purpose of providing shade, It had been there for some time
prior to our visit to Magley. I noticed it on my return from the familiar 'out house'’.
Grandma Jaberg had torn the S off the Shell sign and it wes plain as any passenger on
the Erie R,R. could not help but see HELL! A4 very unlikely thing for a Sunday regular
at Salem Heformed Churcn in Magley and a very lovely Grandmotheri}

'wo politicians were from tnhe Hagley area,

Ed Jaberg served as County Clerk and Auditor
for 2 total of 4 terms. Robert Kolter served
as the Preble Township trustee, County Councile
man, Treasure, and Auditor, for many years of
service for ouwr local government]

Our town does have a public telephone booth,

located on the south side of U.S. 224! HMany

truck drivers and other people take advantage
of this convenience,

Our population remains about the same, however,
we are being invaided by chipmunks! It is not
known at this time if the chipmunks out number
the residents or not,

1982



"WORTHMAN'S INN"

Cabins located in the east end of Magley for overnight guests, owned
~~. and operated by Mr. and lrs. Ernest Worthman., These pictures were taken in
1948 - L1949,

In the 1950's a truck-stop, restaurant was started in this small town by

lrs. Ernest (Hattie) Worthman, Later on, Mrs. Otto (Dot) Helmrich took over

. the manager position., Even though the town was little, this eating place had
a large business, Then on July 6, 1959, fire destroyed the building.

Decatur Daily Democrat July 8, 1959
MAGLEY RESTAURANT
DESTRCYED BY FIRE

Dot's restaurant in Masgley was completely destroyed in a blaze Monday
night as fire swept through the building after apparently starting in the
kitchen,

Preble firefighters fought the blaze, but loss was inevitable as the
call did not arrive until the fire was well underway.

e e PR —
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These buildings were located on the empty lot owned today by Doug Putteet.



Years ago, the ladies wore their hair Long, with a‘gpct at‘t§e Pacf of

her neck., Sometimes, ringlets adorned the face, ult@le glrh%'aﬁrw. .
pig tails or long braids. Boys usuall:;_r ‘na}d a home haa_?: cu:r,, wltﬁ n:_c;Ck
out here and there. Ilen wore their hair in the "crock' stgle? ndcrff'
was placed on their head and ithe hair around the edges was trimmed off.

Xids are Ben, Roy, Bob Szelis
Tva Parks - Charles first wife
Robert Kent Parks

LiLtlie his wife

Jennie Parks Szelis

Effie Parks

Garnet Parks

Trix (The dog)

1

The town barber, years ago.
Robert Kent Parks

| Del-Mar Begutx‘sgggi

In 19L6 Delores Gerber and Mary Jane Murchland opened the "Del-Mar Beauty Shop!" in
the little town of Magley. The name of the shoo was derived from the first three
letters from their first names. On November 30, 1947, fire destroyed the residencs
of Mr., and Mrs. Zugene Murchland, and also the beauty shop in the house,

NNOUNCING THE OPENING of fhe

LIL LIN " Recor? Grodvares of

- FI. WAYNE BEAUTY COLLEGE
. i .. - N and the M. PAUL INSTITUTE
BEAUTY SALON.. - " oo

- n ‘. MAGLEY, INDIANA. .. ~ '~

--"SHAIR- STYLING- ‘®CUTTING - -®PERMANENTS
-~ ®HAIR TINTING ®RINSES - ®FACIALS -

e Pnouz pgmus‘ & on ‘m FOR APPOINTMENTS E———-

of
In 1961, Lila (Xruetzman) Rauner, and Linda (Xruetzman) Xalthoff, opensd in "Lil-Lin
Beauty Salon" in this same town. The name of this shoo was also derived from the
first three letters from their first names! Today, Lila still operztes the beauty
salon in her home, being the only business hers in 1982,
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THROUGH THE YEARS

Oscar Bieverich had a huge red raspberry patcn on both lots where the houses of
Xenneth Rumschlag and Don Scribner stand, People could come and pick their own
fresh raspberries in the late 19L40's and early 1950!s,

Alvin Gerber started a push mower repair shop and he sharpened hand saws in the
basement of his house in 1953. As the business enlerged ne moved the business to
the garage., "Gerber'!s lMower Repzir" was 1n business unutil they moved from Magley
in 1972. Tne Gerbers also raised mink from 1961 to 1963.

Calvin McKean also had a mower repair service in our town ir the late 1970!'s.

Walter Haines owned a dog kennel irom 1955 to 1950 and sold A.X.C. Registered
Daschunds, Poodles, Scnnauzers, Pomeranians and Pekingese,

"The Wood Shed!" was operated by Micnael Rauner in the late 1970's, He built many
redwood and olive wood clocks, made porcn swings and repaired antique furniture.

Dierke's Implement Sales have a machine shop located in the former Rekeweg Grocery.
Paul Gehrmamnn Jr., is in cnarge of this,

United Telepnone Co, owns a building in our town today. The building was built in
1963 for Citizens Telephone CTo., as a result oif combining the Preble and Tocsin Ex-
changes, Magley is the centralized point between the two Lloczrions, The building
was built by Robert Kolter who was a Citizens employee and was contracted by the
company. United Telepnone Company purchased the building in 1968 from Citizens, with
the name being changed on January 1, 1909,

Indiana and lMichigan installed the Fagley Station at the east end of town in 1968.
This provides electricity for 1,145 residents, in this area.

R o o SSp—
S

b
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United Telephone Co. Indiana and Micnigan
Magley Station



The material is on the ground and work has commenced on the new school house
north of town. June 27, 1501

Bus driver Adolpk Stoppenhagen by school bus used to
wransport pupils 1o the Rupwright and Muglev schools.
uhowt 1927 .

o

March 20, 1902

There is a debating contest next Friday afternoon and the question is "Re-
solved, that water is more destructive than fire", There will be contests every
other Friday.

The graded school north of Magley challenged the Peterson school for a de=-
bate, but the latter refused to accept the challenge, They sent a challenge then
to the Monmouth school, and if accepted a warm contest is anticipated,

July 2L, 1902

A warm debate was held at the school house Friday nignt, Resolved that the
first part of history beginning with 1789 to 18L5 is more interesting than the
latter from 1845 to 1902, The question for Friday night is that it was just for
the United States to rebell against England in 1775. ‘
Feb, 12, 1903

School number 6 has been closed this week on account of smallpox.

October 15, 1903

School number 6 is progressing nicely with Prof, Kelley as principal.

November 26, 1903

The teachers of Magley schools took a day visiting other schools last Friday.
Miss Case spent her visit at the Berne schools, and Mr, Kelley at Preble and at the
Peterson schools,

The box social and voting contest held at the Magley graded school was a suc-
cess, In the voting contest Miss Hanna Fruechte received the greztest number of
votes for being the prettiest girl and Jesse Kelley, Principal, as being the homliest
boy. The entire meeting brought Mr., Kelley a neat little sum of ten dollars with
which he will purchase reading circle books for his school,

March 24, 190L

As the last day of the Magley schocls is approaching, the teacher with the

scholars are preparing an excellent programme,

Items taken from the Decatuwr Democrat.
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" Arthur Fruechte
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'Tmstee, D. W Hoffman.

. Esther Borne

MAGLEY SCHOOL
District No. 6 -

Preble Township, -
Adams County, Indiana

MINDWELL CASE, Teacher

PUPILS

Roy Luginbill Irven Luginbill
Whelma Jaberg Pearl Luginbill
Ralph Trenary « Rosa Kruetzman
Mabel Shady Pearl Helmrick
Freada Kolter - Elmer Reppert
Harold Case Francis Bauer
Adolph Kolter Dortha Shady
Franklin Fruechte - Fred Helmrick
. Edward Kruetzman Opal Ball
Laura Helms Hattie Bauer
Matthew Worthman Garth Trenary
Ella Jaberg Rosa Scott

1da Kruetzman Ernest Dettinger
Paul Schneider Walter Reppert
Emma Kruetzman Beatrice Dettinger

Louis Kleine, Trustee
Lawrence Opliger, Superintendent

: | Ive dove my best: to lead gou \
' Thepaﬂ?s you shouldpm’g

Magley School, Dist. 6
Preble Twp.
1913

TEACHERS
. William G. Teeple, Eﬂie Patton

Co. Supt, L. E. Opllger

PUPILS =
Larwell Shady -~ ° : . .~ Elmer Beineke -
Homer Liby .7 77" Anna Helmich
Elmer Kruetzman " .glreta Hendricks
Kenneth Cassaday : Calvin Schneider
Florence Dettinger :}_ Rolland Hendricks
Rosa Beineke N - Francis Borne
Alice Helmrich - George Mann

Milton Scherry
Bertha Helmrich
Beatrice Dettinger
Pearl -Helmrich
Louis Manns
Matthew Worthman

Walter Shady

Alvie Liby
Whelma Jaberg
Charles Cassaday

Mabel Shady Opal Ball
Francis Bauer Franklin Fruechte
Freada Kolter Hattie Bauer

Dortha Shady
Ellen Jaberg
Adolph Kolter

Elmer Reppert
Rosa Kruetzman .
Fred Helmrich -

Sy

Souvenirs of the Magley School
located north of 224 on 600 W,

Group picture taken in 191l
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FOR LIFE, NOT FOR SCHOOL. WE LEARN.

e

Y
é‘ PUPILS.
;

Bianiche Basers Roy Parks Magley School

Ocie Higbland Almoad Case 2 ) .
Carley Beckaer Apgast Peck Q{J‘ifl&'i - Wllm&@r 6.

\d
Amaods Fruchte Jobeoy Kelter ’ £ ‘/d(
Rudolpb Kolter Johany Beipeke =

Charley Reppert Willie Highland
Edward Hower Cyrws Scott Prebie Tp., Bdams County, Tnd.
Emma Hiigemann Garnet Parks
Eimirs Scatt Hepry Scett )
Fred Kolter Eddic Kolter H
Adefia Fruchie Johsny Hilgemana
Irvic Case Fiousic Smith
Emma Reprert Emma Coarad
Hamea® Frooate Lacy Kruetzmaon
Mollie Feck T.=ns Reppert
Phyla Scoft Jooa Smith e - ie}
WiHie Scott P St e o i
Titiie Friers . i ‘ ﬂ .;f_' fmoﬁt, .
~nariey Swiiz Miss Beioeks "”, ’
Lyéiz Frozhis Ciars Scetr <. TEACHER e
iAsrtin Jubery, Grerge Care A
Fimgtd Frecos ﬂf Lewis FrucbtesTrustee.
Rent Parks=Dlrector.

Wﬁ%«’«q&b $ %

Advisory Board Minutes Jan, 3, 1933

We received bids for a school bus, The bid w=zs
submitted to the Saylor Motor Co. on their bid of
$1095.00 for a Dodge Schassis and an all steel
Viayne Bedy.

At the July 18, 1933 meeting, Martin Kiefers bid
: of $1.00 per day was accepted as the bus driver.
On July 17, 193L, Otto Ostermeyer's bid of 75¢ per
day, was the lowest bid, and it was approved, In
1941, the bus driver was receiving $2,00 per day.

1 Edna Peters Ty N T v e e T T €
— 2 Mary James . 1911 school picture
‘ 3 Sarah Engleman T
I, Edna Bieneke According to teacher's contracts, in 1912, the
5 Matilda Kruetzman teachers at school No. 6, (Magley) Wm. Teeple
6 Tda Borne - of room 1, received 52,45 per day, for 21 stu-
7 Esther Reppert dents. The teacher of room 2, Efiie Patton,

received $3.,25 a day for her 20 students.
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SALEM UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST, NORTH OF MAGLEY

In June 1856, fourteen men decided to organize a congregation and call a paster.
The first paster was Rev, Peter Vitz and the name of the church was "The German Evan-
gelical Reformed Salem Congregation” - later called Salem Reformed Church., The first
group worshipped in a log school house that was 16 feet square. Thes pews and tables
were made of hand-split and splintered planks.

Changes occur in many ways with the years, but Christ, the Church's foundation,
remains "The same yesterday, today and forever",

The present brick parsonage was built in 1926, The ground breaking for the Educa-
tional Building was March 9, 1975 with dedication on June 27, 1976

During 1981 many celebrations were held, observing owr 125th, anniversary. Mrs.
-IBrry Beavers and Mrs. Glen Girod prspared a historical booklet, along with several

other booklets printed for special occasions.

Notice the steeple and enclosed belfry.

In the month of November of 1856
plans were already being made to
build a frame church 30 feet wide
by LO feet long. There was much
nandwork including hewn timbers and
rough lumber that was sawed out by
hand, Zourteen months latar the
building was dedicated on January
17, 1853

Brick church duilt in 1392-93
Frame parsonage ouilt in 1879




These houses are s%lll standing in our little
town of "Magley", most of them being re-modeled.

-
H
Mr, and Mrs. Robert Beery lived in -
this house years ago., Thomas and
Elaine Hall, live here today. e
iy
~~
touse built by Harry Bauer in 1917 or 1v18
The Donalé Lough's residence.
‘;4:2:2}}
/’\,

Mrs, Etta Dettinger and daughter Florence
Lillian Stegbauer's home at present.



Karl Kolter, Shep, Ed Kolter, Rudy Kolter
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Fred Bloemker, Sophia Worthman, Mar

From left:




"IN 19L.7, ED BORNE RESIDED IN wHIs HOME, ‘'ODAY ‘'HE MICHAEL RAUNER'S OWN TI.
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FIRST BLOEMKER REMUNT 7 TER 'S HOME
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£d Blume's today.
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£nna Gruver's home years ago.'
Jim Speith's today..

ister's barn and house 1947 - 1952, Justin Bleeke'!s today.
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i . -Peter Bauer's home years ago.
e John and Dora Bauer's home in

1897, (Hattie Bauer Worthman
in door)

« Ernsst Wortnman's home
Doug Putteet's today.
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e e  Magley even had
General store | . a billboard!
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Herve Beery, photo :
taken inside Dot's phod tained the road
oot Jacob Ma &
restaurant. S south of Magley. Fomdeihiiey ’
the town.




Frank Bauver with the first
T Ford in Magley

car

' - - . B . ,kae"".'u-em"-» s
A Ernest Worthman's first

This steam engine was used to run a threshing
machine to do custom threshing around the
Magley area., The steam engine would zlso run

» a corn shredder, Picturzd are Della {rustzman
Alma 3Beisser, and Alma Xruetzman,

T Pl - rine T b ‘*;“?ﬁ-‘.’l‘. o t*r‘.-~ p e
OLD DITCHING PARTY, above, on Feb. 19, 1929, on the 2
Fruechte~Scherry farm on the Xirkland township side of
HMagley, shows what "modern® ditching equipment was when

the first gas-powered ditcher was purchased., Above are
Milton Girod, Frankiin Fruechte, Clarence Linker, Zd

S~herry, Virgil Bowers, and his father Charles R, Bowers.

AlL the men are deceased in this picture except Virgil

. Bowers, Sr.




DAY, LRTHUR AND VERA (SCHERHY) They were merried in 1909 and moved inbo tne house

on the nortimest corner of U.o. 22L and county road 000 west, They lster purchased the
house from Vera's mother, Ellae Scherry, and proceeded to modernize the house. When the
old r residents noticed the reising of the nouse and digring being done uncer the house,

they were cgulck to warn Art thet 2 besement under the b use just wouldn'i be advisatle.
Despite 2ll the doom-sayers, the basemant was install e and the neirobors were cuick to
gather round and check out the dryness of this "Hew Phenomenon®, & Iull basement in Magley!
While remodeling the house two more times, the fdam's became oa“ents of toree children:
Zick, Cheryl, ang Dennis, Their three children have rewardec Art and Vers with fouwr grand-
hildren, 3 girls and 1 boy, art and Vera met at ine Rea Iagnet Vire Company in Fort Weyns

g0t

hough Vera worked only 2 ysars atfter they were merried. Art has bsen working there for
LO years come November, L9822, Vera went to Magley Schocl, in her early cnildnood days.
Art likes 1o make things oul of wood for himself and grandchildren, His largest ovroject
was a cover over his tractor for the wintsr weather, Vera likes to do cermics for ner-

£ My

seli anc Tor gifts, The Adam's are members of ine Salem United Churcn of Christ.

RE v

BraaY, aR0HoRD AND FElpk (HIIDSBRAND,; The Beery's are members of S Churcn
of Ohrist ana beve been residents ol Magley since 1938 living 2t locetion Zor
thirty-one years., Iob, son of Harve and Susie Beery, was born o reterson
ané atiended EZlection gracde school for e zht years., relen, daugt Jtte and Flora
Hildebrand was born and raised on ithe farm near ¥Magley novw occupi er bro'her, Cerl
Hildebrand and family. OShe attended 5arger crade school for eig
Kirkland =Zign Scnool, tney were aciive in sports and both were me
teams, Thney are the perents of Ilour children, Levidylorene, nuih
anc his wife, Ingric, live in viedgewood So. larolina, where ne is
Tor Federal Fogul Corp. Dorene and npusband Lerry Rodscker live in
Thev gre tne parents of wo c:'laren, Ann and Hichsel., Dorene is
Zuth Ann and hustand Calvin Jeston live in Andersom, Indiena, They are ihe
children, Jane and Todd, Ruth Lnn is secretsry To the Divisionsl ¥l
Remy. Susan 1s & regisiered nurse and resides in Tsyions Seacn, FLo
socizted with Indiane Vire DTie Co., in Fori varme for LT yesrs, rei
nobbies includ Lening > snc¢ checwers, helen, & mamber
Club, 2ieno and sswing.

oosince 1935, Sing only to trevel
ana ¢ flome was ThneE nouse now ocouriec oy Lne
Spiet the nouss which served as ithelr nome Till
his ¢ rter Terol alter ssiling hsr home to
Jan & Jeszer traveled extencively, visitving L&
STETE n, Florida, ©rer ncoties include resding
and visiting her g < grandenildren, {interly ani Tom, of horuh
Cerolineg and reising hner spent the firet 17 weare of nier life in
Gegley, lesaving Ior the Ball Stete., After gradustion she returnea
to Megley ile sne taug Y. in 1965, she moved to Los Angsles,
recurning er, has Teught =zt Honmeouth School., Sas pre-
sently t ad ive in Magley in 1577, Her nobbies include

ELE-I~ . J'J.,‘E‘Li\i B2Y (RLIZATETH) "‘he Bleekes moved Lo Magley in 1952 along with
Lne wd W m F, who vas three, Jud
was joined iz cresent em-
olo n were tourn, including
Sam Ln 1969 an accident wnils
serving dlinger. L1 tne children
atienced ugved Irom monmouoh and
later Zel hicn schnool in 1987, Zichnerd
Joined ih : iso as &n electricel enginser in
1572, Famgla gr o znd became & science fesgher, Lou
Ann gracustes It & tric Lech., Jan Sicm't cire Lo Cone
tinue in sc 1l so s tion, : gt &. Z. Jud end Libby et ctressent
heve two grandcniléren, Cnad Allen, Dan and Tovin's son, who is 2% years cld., Pawele
and ‘Keitn nave & daughter, Tiffany wno is 2 years cold, Our nooties are fishing, sailing,
gardening, golfing - while winter Yincs Lioby powling i duc singing in the Qt E“ .
ions and

Church cnomr (Preblzs). Ve zre busy with many church organiz

(4]
ot
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BLUME, EDWARD AND PAl' ©Edward Allen Blume was born and rezised in Magley, IN., He married
Patricia Ann Byrd on June 2, 1956, The Blumes moved to Magley in August of 1957. Pamela
Kaye Blume was born August 10, 1957. She is living in Muncie, IN, and attending Ball
State and majoring in communication. Sandra Joan Blume, born fugust 2, 1960, is in the
Women's Army and is stationed at Fort S5ills, Oklanoma, Michael Allen Blume was born Jan,
2, 196, and is a2 junior at Bellmont Hign School, still living &t home., Ed is employed at
the International Harvestor and has bpeen there for 27 years. Over the past several years
he nhas been remodeling their home, Pat is employed av First Federal Savings and Loan in
Decatur, IN, She has completed L years at the Tri-State Chrisvian School in Angola, Ii.
She was ordained into the ministry on September 27, L98l., Pat is a Co-Pastor under New
Life Ministries in Fort Wayne, Indiana,

HALL, YHOMAS AND ELAINE We moved to Magley in may of 1981, trom Philadelphia, Pa,

Tom 1s currently in the United States Marine Corps. We have been a service family for
over 9 years, and enjoy the lLite and the travel. We have been at Girmo Bay, Cuba, North
Caroclina, and most recently Pniladelphia. Tom is presently serving a tour of overseas
dutys and is stationed in Japan., When his overseas tour is over we will be moving from
Magley. We have two very active boys, Christopher 5, who was born in North Carolina,
and Jeremy 3, wno was born in Philadelpnia., Being a full time mother and housekeeper
keeps me on my feet and on the go with the two boys., After living in a big city like
Philadelphia, we enjoy living in a smail town like Magley,

HAWKINS, ROGER AND NORMA JZAN (GEPBART) The Hawkins have lived in Magley for 21 years.
Betore.that we lived in Decatur 1 year. HNorma was orginally from Rocikford, Ohio and nas
been employed at CTS of Berne for 17 years. Rogsr was born at Decatur, and works for
ARA Serviees Inc., being employed with them for 2 years. We have two children, Jennifer
Lynne wno is 21 years old and is married to Kevin Dick of Monroe, She iives a mile west
of Magley., Jennifer is employed at Scoti's Supermarket, Our son, Delane D. is sevenieen
and will be a senior this fell at Bellmont Eich Scnool, vhere he is a2 math and industriel
arve mejor., M enjoys wooc working projects. Ve also have & black baby thet is L months
old - named Mandy, A PUPPY!! My hobbies are ceramics, mittine and sewing, =roger enjoys
being outside and swimming., Over the past few years, Roger has been remodeling our

home, 4 lot of our time is spent taking care of our garden, yard and our backyard swime-
ming pool, wnich we enjoy very much, Ve are all fans of Cincinnati Reds and usually
attend one game a year. Mzgley is a nice little communiiy to live in,

LOUGH, DONATD AND CAROL  7The Dona2ld Lough tamily consists of four, husband Don, wife
Carol, daughter Trisha and son Jeft, Alvhough all of us are Life-long residents of

Adams County, we have lived in Magley since October of 1975, Don has been employed

by B.F. Goodricn for i years., Carol, aifter having worked as & bookkeszper at K-Mart tor
five years is now a homemaker., By living along the south side of U.S. 22L, the children
attend Adams Central School. Trisha is active in swimming and vollyball during the school
year, She participates in other sports but they don't hold her interest, As & member of
the Adams Central Swim Team year around, her spare time is filled with practice and com-
petition, Jeft has been playing baseball for fouwr years in the Adams Central Little
lLeague., For two years he has alsc competed on the swim team, During the school year,
deff's sports interests lean toward basketball and wrestling. 4s & family, each year

we plan camping trips. We are able 1o see new places of interest and meeti many super
people wnile enjoying a family recreation!

anl
anialy

PUTTEET, DOUGLAS AND SHEILA  The Puttieets consist of Douglas, Sneila, Jason, Christoper
anc their dog, Ginger, 'hey are members of the Zion Lutheran Churcn, Friedneim, Doug

is a supervisor in the Lecithin Department at Central Soya, His nobbies are golt and
fishing., Sheila at present 1s a housewile and mother., Hobbies are bike riding, gardening
and playing sortball for Friedneim., Jason is 8 years old and in the 2nd, grade at
Monmoutn grade school, His hobbies are bike riding and playing baseball for Monmouth.
Christopher is 2 years old and his present hobby is potty training!
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RAUNER, MICHAEL AND LILA  Michael was a graduate of Lancaster High School, and served
in the United States Marine Corp. ke is & shift supervisor at Corning Glass Works, Bluf=-
fton., EHis hobby is woodworking. Lila, a graduate of Honmouth High School and the Fort
Wayne Beauty College, manages a beauty shop in her home. She enjoys ner cacti collection
and genealogy research, Danelle Lin, 16, will be a junior at Bellmont Hign School, where
she is mejoring in business and Spanish., She is 2 member of the Sunshine Society, has
been a cheerleader L years and participated on the girls track team. This fall Danelle
will be a varsity football cheerleader and will be on the staff of the school newspaper,
Deboran Kay, li, will be a Frestnman at Bellmont High School., She hopes to be on the
gymnastics team, as she participaed on the Jr, High team 2 years, She was a cheerleader
3 years, enjoys playing the fiute, and was on the track team, Both girls are active in
L-H, and enjoy photography, their dog - "Ernie David", and singing in the group "The
Cousins”. The Rauners were honored to host Miss Sarah France, of England IFYE Exchangee,
this past fall. Michsel is a member of the HMizpah lemple and the whole family are mem=-
bers of the Salem United Churcn of Christ,

REKEWEG, LAWRENCE AND VELMA I am diszbled now, I was a former emplovee of Food Market-
ing Corp., Fort Wayne, Indiana., I also did own the grocery store in Magley from 1946 to
1970. My hobbies include baseball, vlaying cards and some shuffling when we are in Flor-
ida, ror the winter., I did try to please our customers when we nad the store. To me
that meant a Lot and I hope to the neignborhood. I shall never forget how the community
helped me to be successiull Our Lotto was "Service 1s & product, not a word"! velms
worked at Stillmans for twenty-two years and at the Town House Hezlth Center nuwrsing home
for 15 years, Her hobbies are making atagans and traveling to Floridal

ROsS, DAN 4ND CATEY The Ross family moved to HMagley atier purchasing the Oscar Bieberich
house at an auction on May 2L, 1980, Dan and Cathy were married September 2L, L977, at
the Unived Methoedist Churcn in Decatur. Dan was a graduate of Adams Central in 1975,
Being very active in sports, cross country was his best, where he held many school recordsi
Dan is still involved in softball, baskeiball and weterskiing. Dan started his employment
for Gerbers Super Value #1, in Decatwr, while still in school, He later was advanced to
meat manager at Gerbers #2, He is recently emploved at Colonial Baking Company. Cathy
graduated from Bellmont High School in 1975. In high scnool, she did babysitting and in
her junior year started working at Gerbers #1l, and later transfered to Gerbers #2, to be
rroduce manager. In her spare time she likes plants, gardening, waterskling, bowling,
teaching Bible school and just plain warm weather] Cathy left her emrlovment when their
only daughter was pborn to pe a2 full time mother., Ieah surprised everyone and came a month
early, weighing 5 lbs., 2 oz., on August 30, 1979, Aftver she was treated for yellow Jaun-
dice and gained weight she was released two weeks later! ILeah was baptized in the Szlem
United Churcn of Christ. She enjoys going to Sunday School, playing, and helring liom
outside, swimming and watching "Pink Panther". lMagley is a friendly town and we all
enjoy it!

ROSS, RALPH JR, AKD PAT We have lived in liagley “or 30 years. Our children were both
born nere, our daughter, Michelle (Shelly) who is 26 years old, and our son, Cnristopher,
who is 23 years old. My huspand has worked at the Generzl-Electric plant in Decatur for
38 years. We also have two wonderful grandcnildren, Shelly's son Matt, who turned 6
years old in May and will be in the first grade at Monmouth this fall, Also, our som
Christopner has a daughter Chandra Rose, who is Li months old, they both are our pride
and a joy to have! We do have some hobbies, my husband Ralph, enjoys going fisning and
playing golf in the summer time, in the winter he bowls twice a2 week, we &lso like to
play cards with our triends, especially, Uno! I do ceramics in the winter, Like to
watch television, read some and enjoy my bouse plants. We are members of the Salem
United Church of Christ, have been for 30 years, Ve enjoy living here, and like being
with our friends and neighbors!
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AUMSCHLAG, XOMMETH  'he Bumschlags have Lived in Magley for six years. Our

family consists of tnrse, myself and two cnlldren, Shaun age 9 and kissy age 7,
Xenny works at Central Soya in the maintenance despartment as a plumber. Ve are
members of the St. MHarys Catholic Church in Decatur, Shaun and Kenny are active

in scouting and he enjoys fishing and sketing, Ky hobbies are fishing and playing
the guitar, Missy's interests are brownles, sikating and this year she has begun
tap dancing, Our family enjoys travel and visiting rplaces of interest! In the past
few years we have spent much time remodeling our house and hope to soon have it fin-
ished. We have always enjoyed living here, the people are friendly and it is a nice
place to raise a family., Being away from tihe crowds of the city, but still having
the convenience of neignbors, In the past ysar with the loss of my wife, Deb, we
zre establishing new interests and rebuilding our lives,

RUMSCHLAG, SYEVE AND MARTA  This is & briei look gt the Steve Rumschlag family in
1952, There are four members in our family. Hyself, my wife Marta, and our two
dauvghters, Jenny and Molly. I am emploved by Central Soya of Decatur, in the lecithin
Department. My wife Marta, is emploved ss a2 bookkeeper at Waynedale Lumper Company

in Fort Wayne, Our family has a variety of interests and hobbies. My main interests
are {istiing and photography. Y'his year I've added coaching girls softball and helping
as & teachers-aid atv Fonmouth Zlementary School to my list of activitvies., My wife
Marta, although quite busy running a housenold and working a full time job, still finds
time to relax by bowling and riding her bike, Our daughter Jenny, age 10, is active in
Brownies and pallet during the school year, In the summer months she enjoys sotftball,
fishing and swimming with ner friends., Molly, age 8, is now in her fourth year of tap
dancing, 'I'nis year sne nas joined the Little Peoples Choir at St. HMarks Church and
also takes part in the Brownies at Monmouth School. HMolly keeps herself busy during
the summer by swimming, riding her bike and playing with ner friends. Whenever pos-
sible our family enjoys spending its spare time by visiting the State Parks of Indiana!l

SCRIBNER, DON AND JOAN I am the daugnter of Irene and Jesse Blume, I was born and
raised in Negley and have 1lived most of my 1life here. I moved away for a short time
after I married, but 'nome' called me back. I am presently employed at Decatur Com-
munity Care Center, My nobbiles are oil painting and volley ball., Don is a native of
Ft, Wayne and lived a1l of his Lite in town, wntil he moved here, He loves 'country
livin' and the people in Magley, Don is layed off from Internatlional hHarvestor, He
works part time delivering recreztional vehicles and is starting a body shop in the
old gas station in Tocsin., His hobby is antigue cars. Our cnildren are Deb, age 16,
She is a sophmore at Bellmont., Her hobbies are books, boys, records and swimming.
She has also lived all of her Life in Ft, Wayne, until sne moved here 2 years ago, She
also prefers 'country livin', <herri, age 14, is an 8th grader at Bellmont Jr. Hign,
Her hobbies are stamp collecting, soft ball and swimming. She has lived most of her
live in Magley, but does not plan to stay, Teresa, age 1C, is in the 3rd grade at
Monmouth, Her hobbies are scrtball, playing with the neighbor kids and pestering her
step=dad, ©OShe is also learning to be a body repairments assistant.

SHANEYFELT, MARK There are four people that live in the shaneyfelt nouse, They are
Mark, Edwin, Deena and Stacy., llark is the father of the three kids., e works at
Fruehauf Trailers Corp, He nhas been working there for twenty years., He graduated trom
Pennville High School., &1d graduated this spring from Bellmont High School, and will
attend Purdue University vhis fall, In school, he played saxophone in Bellmonts Hand
of the Braves, ik was on the football team his fresnman year, and was active in the
Junior Achievement for three years. Deenz will be a sophomore at Bellmont where she
plays clairnet in the school band, She was also active in the Junior Achievement.
Stacy will be in the 8th grade at the Junior High, where nhe plays cornet in the school
band., He was very active in sports, participating in eross country, basketball, track
and wrestling, We all love to go camping. Ue are also members of the Salem United
Church of Christ,
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SPIETH, JIM AND BECKY The Spieth family moved to Magley from Ft. Weyne in Oct.

of 1979, The family members are Becky and Jim, and their children Abbey, Adam and
Zachary, Jim works at I. 1. 'l. Technicai Institute in the automotive dept. in Ft.
Wayne, He is also a 2néd Lt. in the Huntington Nationzl Guard., In the summer he
works as an interpreter part time at Historic Ft, Wayne. dJim also Likes to cook, or
shall we say experiment with food. Watch ocut for his meatloaf! DBecky is a real es-
tate agent at Centwry-21 Bradley Realty in Ft, Wayne. She has been there since March
of 1981 and finds it a very enjoyable and challenging career. Both Becky and Jim en-
joy collecting antiques and traveling (when funds permit!) Abbey is 8 yr. old and at-
tends St. Joe Catholic School in Decatur. Abbey gets good grades in scnool and she
made her lst Communion on May 2 this year. She enjoys being with friends, swimming,
horses, cats, traveling and visiting people. Abbey also works at the Old Fort. Her
character name 1is “Abigail Bailey"., Adam is L yr old and nas alweys been the serious
one in the family, Lately, ne has developed & big interest in motorcycles, dirt bikes,
race cars, sports cars and pretty young ladies! Zachary is 3 yr old and always full
of energy and curiosity. He is also big on race cars and both boys are hoping to have
a norse someday. A4nd last, but not least, we zll LOVE PIZZALILILILLS

STEGBAUER, LILLIAN Lillian moved to lagley Nov., 6, 1978. UNo other information aveaiiable.

WHIIE, BOB AND ROZELIX  In October of this year we will have lived in MHMagley 8 years.
We have two children, both boys. Aaron, our oldest, will be L on August 25 and Alex
will be 2, July 25. Bob nas worked at General Electric for 9% years and I just siarted
working at Scotts Supermarket. As & family we enjoy going camping and itishing. ZBob
iikes to play golf and I enjoy reading books, The boys like playing outside on their
swing set and playing in their sand box,.

WORVHMAN, BRIAN AND TAMARA  Three generations of the Worthman family have lived in
Magley, including brian's parents and Grandparents, Brian's father, Carlton Worthman,
built the house himsell, and Brian and Tammy heve lived in it for about 2 ysars., The
Vorthman's have 2 children, Matinew W., who was born on dugust 1o, 1977, He will soon
be five, and pe atlends nursery sciool anc loves to go the farm and heip nis father with
the farm chores. Our little girl was born on August 2L, 1980, and her name is Stephanie
4., She is busy discovering new things ail the time and loves to play on the swing setl
She will be two vears old this yesr. 3Brien and I voth work, Brian is kept busy nelping
his fatner at tne farm, e also vlays on 2 different baskeibzll teams and bowls every
other weekend., My name is Tamry and we were married in Feb., of 1977. I work at ihe
Caylor Nickel Clinic in Bluffton, in the emergency room as a Ward Clerk. I like vo
bowl and am a member c¢f a figure salon where I try and keep in shape. Ve enjoy living
in Magley and feel very proud to be & part of this celebration!

ZIRKELBACH, WILLIAM JR, AND ANN  Bill and Ann moved from Woodburn, In., to the com~
munity of Magley in May of 1v¥79, bringing witn them their two cnildren David and Angie.
Before moving to Magley, Bill had been engaged in farming along with nis father, Wm.
Zirkelbach, Sr. and his brotner Richard, Bill is now employed with Pinkerton Security
as & security guerd and Ann is a file clerk at Peoples Trust Bank in Fort Wayne. The
Zirkelbach's are interested in sporis. Angie plays on a softball team at schocl and
Devid plays on the scftball and volleyball teams for the Decatur Missionary Church.
David also enjoys military games, Ann enjoys sewing and playing the organ., She is
organist at the Nezarenes Church in Decatur, Bill enjoys baseball and reading.

EACH FAMILY SUBMITTED THEIR OWN ARTICIE TO BE PRINTED., WE HOPE YOU ENJOYED IT, AND WE
LEARNED ALOI ABOUr OUR NEXT DOOR NEIGHBORS!

THE PRECEDING L PAGES ARE THE RESIDENTS OF MAGLEY, INDIANA - 1982
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MAGLEY CENTENNIAL 1882 - 1982

Generations and families have come and gone, but the same spirit of co=-
operation and good will that existed when the town was founded one hundred
years ago is still prevalent among the inhabitants today.

Will we forget
the winter of
1982, or the
blizzard of
19782

The snowfall in
January. of 1918
was heavy also.

It looks like
Theo and Roy
Bauer had a
good time!

Notice the

Arthur Adam
hiome in the
background.

We sincerely hope you enjoy our historical booklet about our little
town of "Magley". A big "thank you" to all who have shared information,
clippings, pictures, souvenirs, etc. We cannot name each individual, as
we might miss someone accidentally, Without your efforts, this would not
have been possible. We appologize if we have over looked someone who may
have been a part of Magley, and for any slight errors. As you have dis-
covered, a lot of information was gathered from micro-film., We are sure
fortunate that our forefathers sent "Magley News Items" to the "Decatur
Democrat" in the late 1800*'s and early 1900's.

Anyone with additional information on Magley, please let me know,
as I would like to continue this project, for my own personal records.

Sincerely,
Mrs., Michael Rauner

Route 2
Decatur, Indiana L6733




