
Charles Ferdnand Wertzberger
December 28, 1880 – August 4, 1917
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DIES IN CRASH - Decatur Man Drives Horse on Railroad Track

   Charles Wertzberger, of Decatur, is dead and his mother, Mrs. Alice Harmon, aged 60 years, is in serious condition, the result of an accident Saturday evening when Wertzberger drove his horse and rig onto the Erie tracks at Decatur.   Just as they reached the tracks a freight train backed down on them.   The horse was killed and the carriage demolished.   Mrs. Wertzberger was bruised, but was not seriously injured, having been thrown clear of the wreckage.

Fort Wayne News, Allen County, Indiana
August 6, 1917

**
DECATUR MAN KILLED BY AN ERIE TRAIN
Two Others Are Seriously Hurt in Accident at a Grade Crossing

   Decatur, Ind. Aug 6 – Charles Wertzberger, 33 years old, is dead and his mother-in-law, Mrs. Alice Harmon, 60 years old, and his wife, Mrs. Charles Wertzberger were seriously injured when the carriage in which they were riding was hit by a freight train on the Erie Railroad on a grade crossing two miles west of here.
   Wertzberger was killed instantly. Mrs. Harmon received injuries about the head and body, while Mrs. Wertzberger received minor bruises and sprains.
   Wertzberger evidently did not see the freight train that was backing as he drove directly in the path of the cars.   Mrs. Harmon was caught in the wreckage, while her daughter, Mrs. Wertzberger, was thrown some distance from the track.   The carriage was completely demolished.
   The deceased was a laborer and a brother of Mrs. Clarence Baughman of this city.   Mrs. Harmon in Hammond.

Fort Wayne Weekly Sentinel, Allen County, Indiana
August 6, 1917

**
Indiana, U.S., Death Certificates, 1899-2017

Name Charles Ferdnand Wertzberger
Gender Male
Race White
Age 36
Birth Date 28 Dec 1880
Birth Place Indiana
Death Date 4 Aug 1917
Death Place Decatur, Adams, Indiana, USA
Death Registration Date 1917
Father  George Wertzberger
Mother  Emma Warrell
Spouse  Zona Baker
Informant  Mrs. Clarence Baughman; Decatur, Indiana
Burial  August 6, 1917; Decatur Cemetery
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