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January 22, 1895 – September 28, 1938

 [image: Larger memorial image loading...]
Photo by PLS

DOUBLE TRAGEDY AT BERNE 

   Berne, Ind., Sept. 28 – The bodies of Ed Neadstine, 46, a Blue Creek farmer, and his wife, Florence, 43, were found in their home today and Sheriff Dallas Brown said the farmer apparently killed his wife and then took his own life. 
   Mrs. Neadstine had been shot twice in the head. There was a single wound in Neadstine's head. The bodies were found in the kitchen of the Neadstine home, five miles northeast of Berne, by Neadstine's sister, Mrs. Jacob Dolch. 
   The couple's seven children were absent from the home at the time of the shooting. The sheriff said Mrs. Neadstine had filed suit for divorce. 

Kokomo Tribune, Howard County, Indiana
September 28, 1938 

**
   Berne, Ind Sept 28 – A theory of murder and suicide was advanced tonight by Sheriff Dallas Brown in his investigation of the deaths of Edward Neadstine, 46, Blue Creek Township farmer and his wife, Florence, 43 whose bodies were found in their home, five miles northeast of here today. Mrs. Neadstine, mother of seven children, filed suit for divorce Tuesday. There were two bullet wounds in the woman's head, Brown said, but only one in that of Neadstine. The officer theorized the farmer shot his wife and then killed himself. All of the children were away from the home at the time of the shooting. Some were at school. Mrs. Jacob Dolch, Neadstine's sister, who lives nearby found the bodies when she called at the home this morning. 

Star Press Thursday, Delaware County, Indiana
September 29, 1938

**
   Berne – Double funeral services were held today at the Pleasant Valley Church near here for Mr. and Mrs. Edward Neadstine, victims in a double tragedy at their farm home. Neadstine shot and killed his wife, then committed suicide. Seven children survive. 

Indianapolis News, Marion County, Indiana
October 1, 1938 

**
Indiana, U.S., Death Certificates, 1899-2017 

Name Florence Lavina Neadstine [Florence Lavina Kessler] 
Gender Female 
Race White 
Age 43 
Marital Status Married 
Birth Date 22 Jan 1895 
Birth Place Indiana 
Death Date 28 Sep 1938; murdered 
Death Place Blue Creek, Adams, Indiana, USA 
Father Jacob Kessler 
Mother Etta Herron 
Spouse Edward Neadstine 
Informant Jacob Kessler; Sturgis, Michigan 
Burial October 1, 1938; Spring Hill Cemetery; Berne, Indiana 
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