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FIVE MEMBERS OF FAMILY KILLED AT BERNE CROSSING 
Father, Driving, Failed to See Passenger Train Coming 

   Berne, May 30 – A passenger train snuffed out the lives of five members of a family of 11 Adams County residents about 2:30 a.m. today when it demolished an automobile on the Main Street crossing of the Grand Rapids division of the Pennsylvania Railroad. 
   The dead are Charles O. Miller, 40; his wife, Della, 38; and three of their children, Wilbur, 12, Dorothy, 10, and Elsie, 2. All of the bodies were horribly mangled, three of the victims being killed instantly, and two, Wilbur and Dorothy, dying 20 minutes later at a doctor's office. 
   Funeral services for the five victims will be held at 9:30 a.m. Monday at the Mennonite Church here. Burial will be in Springhill Cemetery. 
   Leaving six of the nine children at home, Mr. and Mrs. Miller and the other three children started early this morning from their farm home for Cleveland, O. to spend the holiday and Sunday with Mrs. Miller's sister, Mrs. Gus Quernin and family. 
   They were seen a minute before the accident driving rapidly through the main street by Night Officer Alfred Zumbrum, who made an effort, by shouting and motioning, to warn them that the passenger train was due. Miller apparently neither saw nor heard the officer, for he continued at the same pace. A minute later Officer Zumbrum heard the crash and hurried to the scene. 
   There he found Mrs. Miller's body, a pitifully mangled corpse, that had been nearly severed as it was thrown against two girders of the crossing watchman's tower. Mr. Miller's body was thrown about 75 feet, alighting against a guy wire against a shed of the Berne Lumber Company. 
   Wilbur and Dorothy were found lying along the right-of-way, still alive, but so badly injured they died 20 minutes later in the office of Drs. H. O. and D. B. Jones. An ambulance was called, but they expired before it arrived. 
    The body of the baby, Elsie, was not found until an hour later. It was lying in a clump of tall grass near a building of the Berne Lumber Company. It's neck was broken and apparently it had been killed instantly. 
The crossing is protected by a watchman only between the hours of 6 a.m. and 6 p.m. 

Garret Clipper, DeKalb County, Indiana 
Monday, June 1, 1931

**
Indiana, U.S., Death Certificates, 1899-2017 

Name William Miller 
Gender Male 
Race White 
Age 12 
Marital Status Single 
Birth Date 29 Mar 1919 
Birth Place Indiana 
Death Date 30 May 1931; auto/train accident 
Death Place Berne, Adams, Indiana, USA 
Death Registration Date 1931 
Father Charles O. Miller 
Mother Della Ehrsam 
Informant Ernest Ehrsam; Pleasant Mills, Indiana 
Burial June 1, 1931; Spring Hill Cemetery 
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