
GEORGE PONTIUS, one of the prosperous farmers of Hartford Township, residing on section 26, was 
born in Pickaway County, Ohio, February 23, 1827, a son of John and Julia A. (Critz) Pontius, who were 
natives of the same county as our subject, their parents being of Pennsylvania origin. They immigrated to 
Adams County, Indiana, in 1854, settling in Hartford Township, on section 25, where they lived till their 
death, the mother dying March 1, and the father March 31, 1859, aged respectively fifty-four and fifty-three 
years. They were of German descent. Both were consistent members of the Methodist Episcopal church. 
The father was a staunch Democrat in politics, and during his life held many beat oflices of trust and 
responsibility. His father, George Pontius, was a soldier in the war of 1812. He died in Pickaway County, 
Ohio.  

George Pontius, the subject of this sketch, was reared to manhood on the home farm, and in his youth 
attended the common schools of his neighborhood, where he received but a limited education, but later in 
life received a good practical edncation, which has well fitted him for the duties of life. He remained at 
home till his marriage, May 13, 1850, to Miss Emily Shoemaker, who was born in Fairfield County, Ohio, 
January 12, 1832, a daughter of Daniel Shoemaker, a native of Pennsylvania, and an early settler of 
Fairfield County. Mr. Shoemaker came with his family to Indiana about 1855, first settling in Hartford 
Township, Adams Counky, and two years later removed to Newville, now Vera Cruz, in Wells County, 
where he bought a farm and saw and grist-mill, operating the mill, in connection with his farming 
pursuits, until his death in 1857. He was twice married, his first wife being Sophia Marks, a native of 
Pickaway County, Ohio, by whom he had four sons and two daughters. She died in February, 1832. She 
was a member of the German Lutheran church. For his second wife Mr. Shoemaker married Elizabeth 
Baker, and to this union were born five sons and two daughters. She died September 28, 1885, at the 
advanced age of eighty-tbree years. She was a member of the German Reformed church.  

To Mr. and Mrs. Pontius have been born ten children Mary Jane (deceased), Daniel, Sylvester, Clinton, 
Albert, Edward, Charles, Osaetta, George F. and John. After his marriage, in 1850, Mr. Pontius came to 
Adams County, Indiana, and settled on land given him by his father, located on the northwest quarter of 
section 26, Hartford Township, which was then unimproved aud covered over with a heavy growth of 
timber. His first house here was made of hewed logs, 18 x 28 feet in size, and in this house he lived till 
1871, when he built his present large and Commodious residence. It is built of brick and cost $4,000, and is 
one of the finest residences in this part of the township. His farm buildings for his stock are also noticeably 
good. He has a fine frame barn 45 x 108 feet, erected in 1873 at a cost of $3,000, and from a small beginning 
he has accumulated a large property, owning yet 240 acres after giving liberally to his children. He has 
experienced many of the hardships and privations incident to pioneer life, coming to Hartford Township 
among the early settlers, where he worked hard at chopping wood and clearing land for 50 cents a day, his 
present prosperous condition having been gained by persevering industry and good management. In 
politics, like his father, he affiliates with the Democratic party. In November, 1886, he was elected 
commissioner of the Third Congressional District of Adams County, receiving a total of 2,012 votes, a 
majority of 748 votes over the Republican nominee. Both Mr. and Mrs. Pontius are members of the 
Methodist Episcopal church. Their post office is Geneva, Indiana. 
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