
ALEXANDER BOLDS, farmer, section 28, Hartford Township, was born in Medina County, Ohio, 
August 22, 1830, son of Philander and Clarissa (Doris) Bonds, also natives of Ohio, and of English 
ancestry. They were married in Ohio, where the father engaged in farming. They came to Adams 
County in 1836, and settled in what was then Alexander, in Wabash Township. They remained here 
several years, then returned to Ohio, where the mother died. The father started to visit a son in 
Michigan, and was never heard from afterward. They had two sons and three daughters. The mother 
was a member of the Methodist Episcopal church. Our subject grew to manhood in Indiana and Ohio, 
and received a common-school education. He has always been engaged in agriculture. He settled 
permanently in Adams County in 1856, on the farm where he now resides. In September, 1862, he 
enlisted in Company H, Fifty-first Indiana Infantry, and served until June 12, 1865. His regiment was 
attached to the Fourth Army Corps, under General Thomas. He participated in the battles of Franklin, 
Columbia, Pulaski and Nashville, where he was severely wounded, losing his arm by a gun-shot 
wound, for which he receives a pension of $40 a month. After this he returned to his home in Adams 
County, where he has since resided. Politically Mr. Bolds is a Democrat, and has held the office of 
township treasurer. He was married August 14, 1856, to Lehr Pontius, born in Pickaway County, 
Ohio, June 3, 1835, daughter of John Pontius, also a native of Pickaway County. Mrs. Bolds is a 
member of the Methodist Episcopal church. Mr. and Mrs. Bolds are the parents of four children - 
Daniel P., George W., Ruffina M. and Otta. Mr. Bolds owns 200 acres of land, and is engaged in 
general farming. 
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***** 

Alexander Bolds was born August to, 1830, in Medina county, Ohio . He is the son of Philander and 
Claricy (Davis) Bolds. Both of his parents were natives of New York and his father died in that state. 
In the year 1836 the mother of Alexander Bolds came from Ohio to Indiana and settled in what is now 
the village of Geneva. She later returned to Ohio, where she died. The son, Alexander, about whom 
this sketch is written, grew to young manhood in Indiana. He lived the usual life of a farmer boy. His 
education was obtained in the schools of his section of the county and was meager. 

On August 14, 1856, he married Leah Pontius, a daughter of John and Julia Ann (Crites) Pontius. This 
couple came to Indiana and settled in Adams county in 1854. They secured a farm in Hartford 
township. This land was a large tract that John Pontius had entered some time before. The work of 
clearing the land was a formidable one and both John Pontius and his wife died within two years 
after coming to the county. Soon after his marriage Alexander Bolds purchased one hundred and 
sixty acres of land in section 28. He erected a log cabin and so made a home for his bride. Like other 
young farmers of the place and time, his work for the first was the clearing of his land. 

When the calls for volunteers came Alexander Bolds answered, and in September, 1862, enlisted in 
Company H, Fifty-first Indiana Volunteer Infantry. He was with his command through a long 
campaign in the southwestern section of the arena of war and took part in the battles of Chattanooga, 
Pulaski, Franklin, Columbia and followed Hood's famous retreat. At the battle of Nashville he was 



severely wounded and lost his left arm. He served to the end of the war and was finally mustered out 
of the service at Indianapolis, October, 1865. He returned to his home and farm after being mustered 
out of the service and took up his life as a tiller of the soil. 

In the course of time he added to his land holdings and his farm today consists of one hundred and 
ninety acres. To Mr. and Mrs. Bolds have been born four children, all of whom are living. These 
children are: Daniel P., who is married and lives at Indianapolis; George W., married and living in Jay 
county; Rofina, now Mrs. Lindsey, and Ottis, living in Hartford township. Mrs. Bolds died May 12, 
1907. 

The life of Mr. Bolds has been a busy one. In the main he has devoted his time and energies to 
agriculture, but has at times attended to other considerations. In 1876 he was elected township trustee 
on the Democratic ticket, but found the work uncongenial and gave up his position after serving one 
term. Prior to this he served as a supervisor for several years. Generally speaking, he has always 
voted the Democratic ticket, but has never voted outside of Adams county. He is a member of the 
Methodist Episcopal church and takes an active interest in the affairs of this denomination in his 
immediate neighborhood. To him belongs the added distinction of having attended the first school 
house built in Adams county. This building was erected in Wabash township. It was built by Peter 
Studabaker, William Vance and Sam Summers. 
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