John O. Fisher.
A widely-known and prosperous dealer in staple and fancy groceries, John O. Fisher is numbered among the prominent business men of Decatur, Adams County, where, in 1915, the firm of Fisher & Harris, of which he is senior member, established a business that is constantly growing in extent and value, its volume of trade being large, and eminently satisfactory. He was born in 1878 in Indianapolis, Indiana, of Irish ancestry.

His father, Frank Fisher, was born and educated in Ireland. Coming to this country when young, he subsequently met and married Bridget Carr, also a native of the Emerald Isle. He settled first in Indianapolis, where he worked as a contractor for a number of years, from there going to Peru, Indiana, where he continued at his occupation until his death, in 1897, at the age of fifty-two years. His wife survived him, dying at the same age, in 1900. The father was a democrat and both were members of the Catholic Church. They reared seven sons and one daughter, and of these children one son is dead.

His parents having removed from Indianapolis to Peru, Indiana, when he was but six months old, John O. Fisher was there brought up, and in the parochial schools obtained his education. Soon after leaving school, he entered the employ of McCaffrey & Company, the leading grocers of Peru, and remained with the firm many years, and serving in all the positions from errand boy to manager of the concern. Forming a partnership with Mathew F. Harris in 1909, Mr. Fisher embarked in the furniture business in Peru, a corporation being formed with Mr. Fisher as president; Mr. Harris, vice president; P. J. Burke, secretary; and Hugh McCaffrey, treasurer. Starting with a capital of $25,000, a large stock of furniture was put in, and a successful business was established, and has since been carried on, the concern being one of the largest of its kind in that locality. In 1915 Mr. Fisher was made its vice president, Mr. Harris assuming the secretaryship, and the entire business was placed under the supervision of a competent manager. On April 10, 1915, Messrs. Harris and Fisher, under their present firm name, established themselves in Decatur, opening a cash grocery store on Second Street, near Court Street, and have here built up a substantial trade in staple and fancy groceries. The building which the firm occupies is well adapted for the business, the store being 22 by 100 feet, with two large basements for storage.

Mr. Fisher married, in Peru, Indiana, Margaret Hartman, whose father, a contractor in Peru, was of German birth, while her mother was born in Ireland. Both of her parents were Roman Catholics, and reared their family in the same faith. Mrs. Fisher died February 7, 1917, leaving Mr. Fisher with two interesting children, Mary C., six years of age, and James, two years younger. Mr. Fisher is a democrat in politics, and a Catholic in religion. Fraternally he belongs to the Decatur Council, Knights of Columbus; to the Decatur Rotary Club and to the Peru Lodge, Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks.
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JOHN FISHER DIES AT HUNTINGTON
   John C. Fisher, 93, of Huntington, former prominent Decatur grocer, died at 3:35 a.m. today at the Huntington county hospital. He had been in failing health for several years.
   Mr. Fisher came to Decatur in 1915 from Peru with Matthew Harris, and they operated the Fisher & Harris grocery store in this city until closing the business in 1937. Mr. Fisher was then employed for some time by the state highway commission and was later associated with his brother, James Fisher, in the Huntington Hotel until retiring.
   He was born in Indianapolis, Dec. 20, 1877. His first wife, the former Margaret Hartman, died in 1917, and he was later married to Miss Rose C. Voglewede, who survives.  Mr. Fisher was a member of Ss. Peter and Paul Catholic Church in Huntington.
   Surviving are his wife; one daughter, Mrs. N. W. (Mary) Surfana of Indianapolis; one brother, James Fisher of Indianapolis; four grandchildren and seven great-grandchildren. One son, James and one brother and six sisters are deceased.
   Funeral services will be conducted at 9:30 a.m. Friday at Ss. Peter and Paul Catholic Church in Huntington, with Rev. Lawrence Gillner officiating. Burial will be in the St. Charles Cemetery at Peru. Friends may call at the Merckx Funeral Home in Huntington after 2 p.m. today. The rosary will be recited at 8 p.m. Thursday.
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